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Message 01 / Sermon Series: Trials of the Prophets / Sermon Theme: How God Pursues Us 

/ Text: 1 Kings 17:7-24 / Speaker: Pastor Paula Graves / Date: April 23, 2017 

 

 

Intro: 

 As I was growing up and listening to Sunday school lessons, it seemed that the God of 

the OT was mean and judgmental while Jesus in the NT was compassionate and full of grace. 

Anyone else get that message? Then my teachers said that God didn’t change, but I had a hard 

time believing that. Jesus also said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!” (John 14:9) 

Even knowing that I still struggled to see a compassionate picture of the OT God.  

 Today we begin a new series entitled the Trials of the Prophets. While there are many 

prophets mentioned in the OT, we are going to look at four, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, and Jeremiah. 

As we study the lives of these four men, we will receive insight to the prophets of the OT and 

begin to see their relationship with God. In this process, we will also discover who the God of 

the OT really is. 

 

Context: 

 Here’s a very simplified timeline of the Bible. We can see creation, then Noah, Tower of 

Babel, The Patriarchs- Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Remember Jacob’s son Joseph was sold to 

Egypt and then the whole family lived there for 400 years. Moses led God’s people out of Egypt 

and eventually to the promised land. There they lived as a nation under various leaders or Judges 

for about 300 years. It was that time that the people asked for a king and God allowed them to 

have one. The people lived as a United Kingdom under three kings, Saul, David, and Solomon. 

After Solomon’s death due to disagreements, the country was split into two countries. The 

northern kingdom was known as Israel while the southern kingdom was called Judah. Notice that 

Jerusalem, the place of the temple, was in the southern kingdom. The first king of the north did 

not want his people to leave the country for worship so he made up his own religion for his 

kingdom. He built two golden calves and placed them in the north and developed similar rituals 

for them. Over time Israel also incorporated worship of the idol gods of the countries that 

surrounded them. 

 Our story takes place just over sixty years after the country has split into two. King Ahab 

is ruling with his wife Jezebel. Jezebel is from Phoenicia and has brought the worship of her 

native gods, Baal and Asherah to the land of Israel. Ahab seems only too happy to please his 

wife and decrees that all should join in worshiping these idols. Now Ahab seems to have been an 

astute political leader and the economy was good during his reign. Spiritually though, the 

country had strayed far away from the true God. 

 Even though this country had turned their backs on God, He continued to pursue them. 

During the Exodus, the people’s forefathers had agreed to follow God and at that time God had 

told them He would provide for rain as long as they followed Him. He also warned that if they 
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did not follow Him, He would send drought. The people had strayed and it was time to get their 

attention. 

 God sent Elijah to Ahab with a message: “The true God will stop the rain and the dew for 

the next few years and it will not return until God says it will.” Ahab did not want to hear this 

and blamed Elijah, not God, for the drought. Ahab literally wanted to kill the messenger. God 

knew this and so hid and protected Elijah. First God sent him to a brook east of the Jordan. There 

He miraculously provided bread and meat for Elijah until the brook dried up due to the drought. 

It was at this time that our story occurred. 

  

A story from the Word of God: 

 8 Then the Lord said to Elijah, 9 “Go and live in the country north of Israel in a village 

along the Mediterranean Sea called Zarephath. I have instructed a widow there to feed you.” 

 10 So he went there. As he arrived at the gates of the village, he saw a widow gathering 

sticks, and he asked her, “Would you please bring me a little water in a cup?” 11 As she was 

going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.” 
 12 But she said, “I swear by the Lord your God that I don’t have a single piece of bread in 

the house. And I have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom 

of the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and I will 

die.” 
 13 But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do just what you’ve said, but 

make a little bread for me first. Then use what’s left to prepare a meal for yourself and your 

son. 14 For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There will always be flour and olive oil 

left in your containers until the time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow again!” 
 15 So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to eat for many 

days. 16 There was always enough flour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the Lord had 

promised through Elijah. 
 17 Sometime later the woman’s son became sick. He grew worse and worse, and finally he 

died. 18 Then she said to Elijah, “O man of God, what have you done to me? Have you come here 

to point out my sins and kill my son?” 
 19 But Elijah replied, “Give me your son.” And he took the child’s body from her arms, 

carried him up the stairs to the room where he was staying, and laid the body on his bed. 20 Then 

Elijah cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my God, why have you brought tragedy to this widow who 

has opened her home to me, causing her son to die? 
 21 And he stretched himself out over the child three times and cried out to the Lord, 

“O Lord my God, please let this child’s life return to him.”22 The Lord heard Elijah’s prayer, and 

the life of the child returned, and he revived! 23 Then Elijah brought him down from the upper 

room and gave him to his mother. “Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!”  
 24 Then the woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure that you are a man of God, and that 

the Lord truly speaks through you.” (NLT simplified names) 

A story from the Word of God 
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 This is a story of how God pursues His people. Ten out of twelve of the tribes of the 

exodus made up the northern country of Israel. They had turned their backs on God for over 60 

years. God wanted His people back so He, their Creator, sent a drought to get their attention. He 

sent Elijah to warn them but they, in their free will, chose not to listen. They instead chose to 

blame Elijah and Ahab attempted to hunt him down in order to kill him. This brings us to our 

first point. 

 

God goes ahead. We heard this same thing last week as we ended our series, The Road to 

Victory. God had gone ahead to open the tomb for the women and Jesus went ahead of the 

disciples into Galilee. In our story today, God knows that Israel will not be a safe place for Elijah 

after he has delivered God’s message. He goes ahead of Elijah and has prepared the heart of a 

Gentile widow of a foreign land to receive Elijah. Zarephath is in the country of Phoenicia which 

is the same country that Jezebel is from. In fact, the widow only lives eight miles away from 

Jezebel’s home town. This is an area that does not worship the God of Israel but worships the 

Baal and Asherah. These are fertility gods which are also supposed to control the weather. 

Obviously, the true God is the one in control as the drought is present not only in Israel but in 

Phoenicia, also. 

 Even in the midst of the heathen land, God has gone ahead of Elijah to prepare the heart 

of a poor widow. “I have instructed a widow there to feed you.”  Then when the widow is 

explaining her situation to Elijah, she swears by the God of Elijah, so she seems to know who 

Elijah represents. This shows that God was pursuing the hearts of Gentiles when they were open 

to receive Him. We can also see that multi-tasking is easy for God. At the same time, He is 

pursuing Israel, He is protecting Elijah, and calling the widow of a foreign land to faith. 

 Today, God also goes ahead of us. We can say with David from Psalm 139, “You, Lord, 

go before me and follow me.  You place your hand of blessing on my head. Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me, too great for me to understand!” He can use events of our lives to turn us back 

to Him. Now don’t go blaming God for every bad thing, Israel could have turned back to God 

thus preventing the drought. In their free will they refused and the drought happened. God was 

trying to call his people back. Even when they wouldn’t listen, he pursued them.  

 I think God is going ahead of us to prepare the hearts of people that we wouldn’t expect 

to want the Good News. We must be ready. In our story, God pursued people that didn’t appear 

to be ones who would be open to God – ones that worshiped other gods. God still goes ahead of 

us to pursue those we don’t expect. We, like Elijah, have experienced some unlikely allies as we 

have started this church. God is still going ahead of us to open hearts. We must be open and 

aware of the movement of the Holy Spirit and join Him where He is working.  

 

God provides miraculously. Elijah was obedient to deliver a tough message to Ahab that was 

not well received. God then provided food for Elijah. First, the food was delivered by ravens by a 

brook in the wilderness and then food from a continuous supply of oil and flour at the home of 
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the widow. God also provided life for the widow’s son. Did these provisions come in a way that 

Elijah expected? Probably not.  

 I have experienced God’s surprising provision. The first time was when Tom quit a good 

paying engineer job to return to seminary. We had to quit both our jobs and move our young 

family to Indiana. There God provided. After three years there, we then had to move 2000 miles 

to Tom’s internship and were only given $800 to get our things and family there. Even then God 

supplied in surprising ways and it worked. Three years ago, Tom retired from a larger church 

with a sure pay check to begin this church with no paycheck. God again supplied and in 

surprising ways. Yes, there were times I prayed over my checkbook because I wasn’t sure how 

some bills would get paid, but God always came through. God’s math is not my math. 

 I think this whole series about the prophets will show how God provided for His 

messengers. Now this provision was nothing like the provision of the prosperity gospel. This is a 

popular theology that says when you become a believer you won’t have any problems and you 

will become wealthy. As we look at our story, is this what happened to Elijah? No. He was 

certainly a believer, we can’t doubt that. But he had to run for his life after giving an unpopular 

message from God. He had to live in a foreign land with a widow who in those days would have 

been poor. Her house was probably one room and Elijah would have stayed on the flat roof. No 

mansion for him. Still, God provides in miraculous ways and in ways that bring glory to Himself. 

 

Assures us in time of doubt.  Notice that everything is going along well at the widow’s home 

until the son gets sick and dies. This was a true tragedy, not only had the widow lost a child, but 

in that day, the son would be the only source of income for the widow. Does she react in faith in 

this heartbreak? Remember, God has already miraculously saved the life of both her and her son. 

She says to Elijah, “O man of God, what have you done to me? Have you come here to point out 

my sins and kill my son?” In the stress of the moment, she begins to blame Elijah and sees God 

as a judgmental and harsh. It seems that she has reverted to an earlier view of God and doubted 

His goodness. Even here, during doubt and pain, God is pursuing her. He answers Elijah’s prayer 

and returns the boy’s life. It is at this point that the widow can confess to Elijah, “Now I know for 

sure that you are a man of God, and that the Lord truly speaks through you.” 

 It is easy to point a finger at the widow and say how easily she forgot what God had done 

for her. But we still do the same, at least I have to say that I do. I tend to focus on the pain and 

forget to look up. There are times that I must say, ““I do believe, but help me overcome my 

unbelief!” (Mark 9:24) Painful, stressful times are times when we need each other because we 

can’t look up without help. Elijah looks up to God for help in the situation when the widow can’t 

look up.  God answers his prayers. Elijah’s actions help the widow see God for who He is and 

what He can do. Elijah does not ask the widow why she doubts God, he acts in compassion to 

intercede for her and her son. 

 Jesus came and acted in compassion to intercede for us. Humankind can’t save ourselves 

and so God came alongside us in the form of a man, Jesus. He lived alongside humankind and 

was tempted just as we are. He was sinless but died for our sins out of His love for us. His 
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resurrection broke the curse of death that sin caused. When we believe in Jesus as our savior, He 

promises eternal life and begins to restore our life here on earth. Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit He is Immanuel, God with us.  

 God wants to come alongside of us and many times sends other people to accomplish that 

task. Others can help us we need another person to come alongside. That is a hard thing to do 

because we are a culture that focuses on the individual. We want to pull ourselves up by the 

bootstraps. That idea is not realistic, nor is it Biblical. God created us to need community. There 

are things which happen in life that are too painful to process alone and thus, we need each other.  

 As followers of Christ, we can become His hands and feet to take the light of Christ into 

other’s lives.  God has given us the privilege to help others. We may not have the answers to 

their problem, but God knows what they need. Sometimes it will be just to know that someone 

cares. We can begin to intercede and act to show God’s grace and compassion even when others 

may have doubts. 

  

 As we close today, remember how this story of Elijah shows how God acts toward us. 

God wasn’t being mean when He sent the drought. He was desperate to get his people to turn 

back to Him. God continues to pursue us today by going ahead and preparing the way, by 

providing for our needs, and by reassuring us in our time of doubt. Let’s take a few minutes to 

consider the question: 

  

How is God pursuing you and those around you? 
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Message 02 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Theme: God calls us back to Himself / 

Text 1 Kings 18:16-39 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / Date: April 30th 

As we set our story in context the Lord had caused a drought in Israel because of their sin 

trying to get their attention of who they are depending on; idols or the true God. During this 

drought, the king of Israel was King Ahab who had done more evil in the sight of the Lord than 

any of those before him. In addition, King Ahab married Jezebel who brought in the false gods 

of Baal and Asherah into the kingdom of Israel. Their idol worship said that Baal was 

responsible for rain, wind, clouds and fertility. In the third year of the drought the word of the 

Lord came to Elijah telling him to present himself to King Ahab and the Lord would send rain on 

the land.  

Because the famine was so severe Obadiah who was a devout believer and in charge of the 

King’s palace was sent by the King into the country side to look for grass for the King’s horses 

and mules. While he was on this journey he ran into Elijah who told him he was going to meet 

King Ahab that day. Although reluctant Obadiah informed King Ahab of Elijah’s request. A 

story from the word of God.  
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 When he saw 

Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”  
18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. 

You have abandoned the Lord’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the 

people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty 

prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”  
20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 

Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the 

Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”  

But the people said nothing.  
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has four 

hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let 

them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull 

and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will 

call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—he is God.”  

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”  
25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there 

are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So they took the 

bull given them and prepared it.  

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” they 

shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had 

made.  
27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he 

is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they 

shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their 
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blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for 

the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.  
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired 

the altar of the Lord, which was in ruins. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes 

descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name shall be 

Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it 

large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid 

it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering 

and on the wood.”  
34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. “Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it 

the third time. 35 The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 36 At the time of 

sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done 

all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so these people will know 

that you, O Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.”  
38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, 

and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and 

cried, “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!” A story from God’s word. 

I want to go back to the first part of our story where King Ahab meets Elijah and he calls him 

the troubler of Israel. Elijah responds saying that he has not brought trouble upon Israel but Ahab 

and his father’s family have by abandoning God’s commands and following the baals who are 

pagan fertility gods. Elijah is pointing out to King Ahab that their greatest problem facing Israel 

is drifting away from God, which resulted in the Lord sending drought upon the land.   

The question is what happens in my life when I begin to drift away from the Lord or 

abandon the Lord all together to chase after false gods, or the things of this world? The sad 

part is this drift can be so slow I don’t even realize how far I have strayed from the Lord…a slow 

fade…like a fading picture. How did the slow fade affect Israel: When Israel entered into the 

promised land God warned them about worshiping false gods of the people whose land they 

were entering. If you follow the Lord’s commands the Lord tells them he will open the heavens, 

the storehouse of his bounty to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your 

hands. Deut. 28:12. But if you disobey you will be cursed and part of the curse the Lord said 

would befall them was drought.  

As time went on the nation of Israel fell away from the Lord, and instead of worshiping the 

true God they broke the first commandment and worshiped other gods. They fell into deception 

that would have consequences in this life and in eternity. Can you imagine that you had put your 

trust in the false god of baal and upon your death you found out that you were deceived…but at 

that point it is to late…you were separated from God for all eternity.  

What about today…can I drift away from the Lord; can I fall into deception? Yes, you can and 

it can be so subtle you don’t realize you are in such a place of danger. I may attend worship, but 
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my mind is elsewhere, then I begin to attend worship less and less, I pray less, I am in my Bible 

less and soon my ears are dulled to the voice of the Shepherd calling me back.  

I was watching a nature program last week and animals that were weak, who were on the edge 

of the heard were the first targets for their enemies. If we drift away from the Lord we become 

much easier to defeat and fall into the traps of the enemy. Ephesians 6:10-12 says, “10 Finally, be 

strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take 

your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

 Look around today? Who is not here, or has not been here for a while? Maybe the Lord is 

putting on your heart to encourage that person, or family…to make a phone call, to send a 

card, or to be praying for them. Maybe the Lord would like to use you as a life line for another 

person…to stand in the gap because the Lord wants to engage you in the rescue of another 

person or family. The question is…are you willing? If you are, expect the Lord to prompt you as 

I speak and in a figurative way be an Elijah…used by God for rescue.   

As we continue with our story Elijah tells King Ahab to summon people from all over Israel 

to meet him on Mt. Carmel including the prophets of Baal and Asherah who eat at Jezebel’s 

table. King Ahab did not have a problem with that because Mt. Carmel was regarded by the 

Phoenicians as the sacred dwelling of baal…it was spiritual stronghold. Elijah went before the 

people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing.  

What was the Lord trying to do through Elijah? He is trying to awaken the people, to lead 

them back to the Lord, to repentance, and away from deception. Notice in our text it took God’s 

intervention…he sent Elijah. Next, he was asking the tough question about their faith. 

Throughout the Scriptures there is a constant pattern of man drifting away from the Lord 

and God intervening to lead a person or a group of people back to himself. It always takes 

God’s intervention as he convicts us of sin, answers prayer, and leads us to repentance…turning 

from sin and turning toward him. For God is a God of intervention. Where has the Lord 

intervened in your life, to convict you of sin, to draw you back, to lead you to the cross, and to 

encourage you along your journey of faith? How many people would be here today if it were not 

for the Lord’s intervention in our life? Today take time to tell the Lord…thank you for 

intervening in my life.  

Elijah was asking the question who is God? Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of 

the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let 

them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set 

fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call 

on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—

he is God.” Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”  

      The prophets of baal called on their god from morning until the evening sacrifice and 

nothing happened. Then Elijah calls the people to come close to him where he repaired the altar 
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of the Lord. Elijah took 12 stones one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob. It had been so 

long since the altar had been used it was in disrepair. The altar was symbolic of the hearts of 

the people. Their hearts were broken down, and in disrepair, but God sent Elijah to be 

God’s instrument to repair the altar and the hearts of the people. For it God who repairs our 

broken heart as he leads us back to himself…he is the good shepherd. It is Jesus who mends our 

broken heart. Psalm 147:3. He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. If your heart 

is broken today come to the Jesus, come to the cross.  

      While the prophets of baal have been calling out to baal all day long Elijah had his 

sacrifice soaked with 4 containers of water three times. “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done 

all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so these people will know 

that you, O Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” As Elijah finished 

his short prayer the God of the universe sent down fire from heaven burning up the wood, the 

sacrifice, the rocks, dirt, and the water in the trench…and the people responded the Lord is God, 

the Lord is God. And in just a short time God would again send rain on the land because God not 

Baal is in control of the rain. 

        It is God who intervened in their lives and who intervenes in our life to show us that 

he is God. Jesus says in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full. Maybe today you are riding the fence or 

feel far away from God, but today the Lord is breaking into your life…calling you back, 

leading you to repentance and leading you to the cross. The cross of Jesus where there is life, 

the cross of Jesus where there is compassion, the cross of Jesus where there is restoration, and 

the cross of Jesus where there is forgiveness of sins. Amen. 
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Message 03 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Theme: The Lord is my Provision                  

1 Kings 19:1-18 / Pastor Tom Graves / May 7, 2017 

     To set our story of Elijah in context of 1 Kings 19 we need to go back to 1 Kings 18 where 

Elijah was directed by the Lord to meet with the King of Israel. At the time, Israel was 

experiencing a drought that had been going on for three years, where there was no dew or rain 

because of the sins of the people. The drought began because the nation of Israel was worshiping 

the pagan fertility gods of Baal and Asherah. The people believed that Baal was responsible for 

wind, rain, clouds and fertility and not the Lord. As Elijah meets with King Ahab he tells 

him…Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the 

450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table. As the people 

assembled Elijah spoke to the people saying how long will you waver between two opinions? If 

the Lord is God, follow him, but if Baal is God, follow him. 1 Kings 18:19   

     Now Elijah spoke to them and said take a bull and cut it into pieces and place it on the wood 

but don’t set fire to it, and I will do the same with another bull. Then you call on the name of 

your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire is God. 1 Kings 

18:24. From early in the morning until the time of the evening sacrifice the prophets of Baal 

called on baal with no response, and no matter how much they shouted, cut themselves he did 

not answer. Then Elijah stepped forward and prayed, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done 

all these things at your command. Answer me O Lord, so these people will know that you, O 

Lord are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.1 Kings 18:36-37. God answered 

by sending fire from heaven burning up the sacrifice, the wood, and the stone altar. The people 

then bowed to the ground saying…the Lord is God…the Lord is God. Elijah then had the 

prophets of baal seized and put to death. A short time after that the Lord sent rain for the people 

new the Lord was God and he is the one who sends the rain.  

19 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets 

with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it 

ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.”  
3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant 

there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down 

under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no 

better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.  

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked around, and there by his 

head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay 

down again.  
7 The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for 

the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he 

traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went 

into a cave and spent the night.  

The Lord Appears to Elijah 
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And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected 

your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the 

only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”  
11 The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is 

about to pass by.”  

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the Lord, 

but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not 

in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after 

the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went 

out and stood at the mouth of the cave.  

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected 

your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the 

only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”  
15 The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When 

you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, 

and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put 

to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the 

sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down 

to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.”  

I want to go back and review what the Lord is telling us in the first part of our story where Elijah 

had a great spiritual victory over the prophets of Baal. Elijah stepped forward and prayed, “O 

Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and 

that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me O Lord, so 

these people will know that you, O Lord are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 

again.1 Kings 18:36-37. Then God answered by sending fire from heaven burning up the 

sacrifice, the wood, and the stone altar, and the people bowed down saying, “The Lord…he is 

God…the Lord he is God.” Not long after that the Lord sent rain on the land as another sign that 

the Lord was the one who sends rain not Baal.  

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with 

the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever 

so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.”3 Elijah was 

afraid and ran for his life. After this amazing spiritual victory that was a mountain top 

experience Jezebel threatens Elijah and he runs for his life. What is the Lord showing us in this 

part of the story? 

In life when we experience spiritual victories they are often followed by attacks by the 

enemy. A victory could be coming to faith, moving forward in your faith life, a mission 

experience, overcoming sinful habits, a breakthrough in your marriage, or many other spiritual 

victories both large and small. Spiritual victories can be exhausting and they can also lead to 
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pride, and both are dangerous. But what does the Lord reveal to us in His word; how we can 

protect ourselves from the enemy so we don’t fall into his traps after a spiritual victory? 

 The Lord calls us to put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes. Eph. 6:11. Putting on the full armor of God means staying close to Jesus, his 

word, and being guided by the Holy Spirit as you fight the battle. Sometimes after a spiritual 

victory we can puff ourselves up thinking that we can venture away from the Lord and his 

strength, but if we listen to the Spirit the Lord will guide you to pray to remain humble and 

acknowledge all that the Lord has doing. Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you 

up. James 4:10. Matthew 11:29-30 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 

light. To be yoked to the Lord is to remain close to the Lord where we can learn his ways which 

are always best for us.  

As we continue to look at Elijah during this difficult time of his life we find he was so 

discouraged that he was praying to the Lord that He would take his life. Elijah was hungry and 

he was tired…the perfect storm to be discouraged. Elijah was like a lost lamb that that needed 

the shepherd to intervene. How many times did the Lord intervene in your life and you were not 

even aware of it. Maybe the Lord prompted someone to pray for you, sent an angel that looked 

just like a person, someone was there to encourage you at the right time, or the Lord answered 

your prayers in ways only He could understand. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Over and over in God’s word He teaches us that we are meant to depend on Him for 

provision.  The Lord provided supernaturally for the widow at Zaretphath who then could 

provide for Elijah. In our story today, the provision of food and water by an Angel allowed 

Elijah to regain his strength, and to be encouraged along his journey of faith. Philippians 4:19 

And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

Where in your life today is the Lord teaching you to depend on him? God delights in making up 

what we lack. This is a reminder that none of us are self-sufficient. God is our provider. 

       As we turn to the last part of our story Elijah travels 40 days and nights to the Horeb the 

mountain of God where he spent a night in a cave. And the word of the Lord came to 

Elijah…What are you doing here Elijah? The Lord had not told Elijah to travel to Horeb, but that 

is what he did. But instead of the lecturing Elijah the Lord asked him a question…what are you 

doing here? Like many of us Elijah then proceeded to tell the Lord why he was in a place where 

the Lord did not send him. When the Lord wants us to move to the plan He has for us he 

often asks the question…what are you doing here? This could be a difference place in your 

life spiritually, in your marriage, your prayer life, how you spend your time, or how you spend 

your money. Maybe the Holy Spirit is prompting you right now and asking you the question 

about some part of your life…what are you doing here? For the first 11 years after I got out of 

college I worked in manufacturing until the Lord asked me…what are you doing with your life? 

God often asks us questions that make us think so he can redirect us to the plan he has for us.  
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     18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter 

and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their 

nets and followed him. Matthew 4:18-19. Jesus made a statement…come and follow me and it 

made Peter and Andrew ask the question…what am I doing with my life. Jesus had a much 

richer plan for Peter and Andrew, but it meant following, it meant going to a different place in 

life, but it was a much richer life in a spiritual sense.  

      The Lord tells Elijah to go stand out by the mountain in the presence of the Lord, for 

the Lord is about to pass by. Elijah was looking for the Lord in the wind, the earthquake, and the 

fire, but the Lord did not speak that way, but in a gentle whisper. Psalm 46:10a says, Be still and 

know I am God. When God speaks in a whisper not only do we need to be quiet but we need to 

focus on what God is saying.  

      God was redirecting Elijah to a new phase of his ministry with new direction. Go back the 

way you came and go to the desert of Damascus. Anoint Hazael king over Aram, Anoint Jehu 

king over Israel, and anoint Elisha to succeed you as prophet. New assignments redirect our 

focus back on the Lord and the cross of Jesus. They cause us to look to God, to depend on the 

Him, and give us a new purpose that stretches us spiritually. As we reflect on the message today 

God plans often involve spiritual battles, provisions only the Lord can provide and challenging 

assignments, and at the same time the Lord walks with us on our journey for Jesus says in 

Matthew 28:20 And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
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Message 04 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Trials test my faith and lead me to 

the Cross. / 2 Kings 2:1-18 / Speaker Tom Graves / May 14, 2017 

To set our story in context after Elijah had traveled 40 days and 40 nights he arrived at Horeb 

the Mountain of God and spent the night in a cave. There the Lord asked him, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah.” The second time the Lord speaks to Elijah while he is in a cave he came to 

him not in a wind, or an earthquake or a fire, but in a gentle whisper asking Elijah the same 

question, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah replied I have been very zealous for the Lord 

God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put 

your prophets to death with the sword, I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me 

too.” The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the desert of Damascus. 

When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel 

Mehoiah to succeed you as prophet. After Elisha was called to be a prophet he became an 

understudy to Elijah, but then came the time for Elijah to pass the mantle of his ministry to 

Elisha. And now a story from God’s word.  

 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to 

Bethel.”  

But Elisha said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went down to Bethel.  
3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the 

Lord is going to take your master from you today?”  

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.”  
4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.”  

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went to Jericho.  
5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that 

the Lord is going to take your master from you today?”  

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”  
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”  

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two 

of them walked on.  
7 Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place 

where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck 

the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over 

on dry ground.  
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am 

taken from you?”  

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.  
10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from 

you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”  
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11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of 

fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 

Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And 

Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart.  
13 He picked up the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of 

the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the water with it. 

“Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to 

the right and to the left, and he crossed over.  
15 The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is 

resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 16 “Look,” 

they said, “we your servants have fifty able men. Let them go and look for your master. Perhaps 

the Spirit of the Lord has picked him up and set him down on some mountain or in some 

valley.”  

“No,” Elisha replied, “do not send them.”  
17 But they persisted until he was too ashamed to refuse. So he said, “Send them.” And they 

sent fifty men, who searched for three days but did not find him. 18 When they returned to Elisha, 

who was staying in Jericho, he said to them, “Didn’t I tell you not to go?” A Story from God’s 

word. 

I want to go back to the context of our story where Elijah travels 40 days and 40 nights until 

he arrives at Horeb, the mountain of God where he goes into a cave to spend the night. In 1 

Kings 19 we discover that the Lord did not tell Elijah to go the Mountain of God, but that is what 

he did when he ran for his life from Queen Jezebel who had threatened to put him to death. It is 

in the cave where the Lord breaks into the life of Elijah and ask him...what are you doing here 

Elijah? The Lord again asks him the same question this time coming to him in a whisper…What 

are you doing here Elijah?  

The Lord often asks us questions to engage us because we are not where we should be, or 

not doing what we should be doing. After Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden the Lord called 

to him as he walked through the Garden in the cool of the day, “Where are you.” Although God 

knew where Adam was the Lord still began with a question. If we are listening to the Lord He 

will ask you questions that make you think, stop and contemplate. Just like in the story of Elijah 

the Lord also breaks into our life because he wants to speak to us, to have a relationship with us, 

to guide us like a shepherd, and he has a better plan than the path we are on.  

Like Elijah without the Lord’s intervention we soon find ourselves in a spiritual desert. Elijah 

found himself in a cave that was dark and did not lead anywhere, and in a spiritual sense that is 

where Elijah was. Jesus first words from the cross were, "Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they are doing." Luke 23:24. The thief that repented did not know what he was doing, 

until the Lord called him to faith…he called him back from the spiritual dark cave that he was in 

to the Light of Jesus. The cross of Jesus is a continuous reminder of the price Jesus paid to 

intervene in our life…to call us back to himself. Where is the Lord intervening in your life 
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because he wants to set you on a new path? Where is he leading you and how is helping you to 

get there? 

In our next part of the story three times the Elijah says stay here to Elisha…because the Lord 

was sending him some place; first it was Bethel, then Jericho and then the Jordan River. Each 

time Elisha responded, “As surely as the Lord lives and you live, I will not leave you.” I believe 

the Lord was testing Elisha and Elijah was just sensing from the Lord what to say to him. God 

had a greater plan for Elisha, but before that could not unfold until the Lord tested him. Why 

would the Lord test us? I believe He wants to see if we have learned what He has been teaching 

us. He rarely, announces them ahead of time. They just come. It might be a set of circumstances 

or a situation you will face to see if you are where you need to be.  

Sometimes we go through storms in life. Sometimes God will allow certain situations in our 

lives to test our faith. It is very easy to say that I trust God, until you get a call from your doctor 

with some bad news, or until that person you love doesn’t love you, or until your job comes to an 

end. These are tests. When you are going through hardship or difficulty, it may seem that God 

has forgotten about you. But God always has time for you. He loves you. God is fully aware of 

what you are experiencing. Will you trust God to see you through the storm? Will you pass the 

test?  

     Where is the Lord testing you today, or think about a time where the Lord tested 

you…how did it affect you, and what did the Lord teach you through that? In both the Old and 

New Testaments, the words translated “test” mean to prove by trial.” Therefore, when God 

tests His children, His purpose is to prove that our faith is real. Not that God doesn’t know, 

but he wants us to know. Two times in my life the Lord has asked me to lay down the job I had 

for the plan that He had for me, and both times it took major adjustments in my life and my wife 

to do just that. Only in hindsight can I tell you the blessings myself and Paula would have missed 

if I had not followed what the Lord had for us. For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

children of God. Romans 8:14. Also in Psalm 119:105 it says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path.” Through his word and His Holy Spirit the Lord will guide us through 

our life.  

In our story today the Lord was preparing him to succeed Elijah, and through this test I 

believe Elisha learned something about himself. When Elijah asks him what he can do for him 

before I am taken from you…Elisha tells him, “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.” 

Elijah told Elisha that was up to the Lord for if he sees him when he is taken he would if not he 

would not. Elisha does see Elijah go up to heaven in a whirlwind and his cloak drops right before 

him. Elisha has passed the test for the mantle of Elijah has now fallen on him, the Lord has 

answered his prayer. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says that whoever asks receives, whoever seeks finds, and 

whoever knocks will find an open door (Matthew 7:7–8). But with this and all other verses we 

must examine the context. Jesus goes on to say that God will not fail to give His children good 

things (verse 11). So, this is one condition to the promise of “ask and receive”: what we ask for 

https://www.gotquestions.org/sermon-on-the-mount.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%207.7%E2%80%938
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must be good in God’s estimation. God will give advantageous gifts to His children; He will not 

give us bad or injurious things, no matter how much we clamor for them.  

     In the first part of our message we talked about the Lord asking us questions…where 

are you, and the second part was about the Lord testing us. Testing is hard enough, but what 

happens when I fail. I didn’t pass the test, and I still find myself where I should not be. Now 

what? Will there be a second chance, does God still love me, what if I fail again? Maybe you 

have been to that spot or maybe you feel like that today. When I fail, the Lord calls me to the 

cross to ask him…will you forgive me. Each day we live, we sin, and in many ways, we fail. 

We try to cover it up thinking it is not all that bad, but the next day we fail again and the Lord 

convicts us of our sin and we again find ourselves at the foot of the cross. Failing is humbling, 

but when I repent of my sins the Lord lifts me up and sets me on a new path. It is because the 

grace of God that we are lifted up when we fail. I am a sinner in need of salvation. It wouldn’t be 

enough for God just to show me a better way to live. To set things right, God must both save and 

rearrange my life. Christ’s death and resurrection makes this reality. Amen.  
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Message 05 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / The Holy Spirit Works in my Heart / Acts 

2:1-21 / Speaker Pastor Tom Graves / June 4, 2017 

To set our story of Pentecost in context we must remember that Pentecost was an annual feast 

celebrated the day after the seventh Sabbath after Passover as instituted by the Lord in the Old 

Testament book of Leviticus. Feasts were sacred assemblies that were times of worshiping the 

Lord and celebrating what the Lord had done. The word Pentecost means fifty so named because 

this feast was celebrated fifty days after Passover. It was originally called the Feast of the First 

fruits of the grain harvest, but at the time of Jesus the Jews associated Pentecost with the giving 

of the Law at Mount Sinai which was 50 days after the original Passover. Pentecost was one of 

the three major annual feasts celebrated by the Jews along with Passover and the Feast of 

Tabernacles where they would be in Jerusalem for the celebration to worship at the temple. 

When Pentecost came that is why so many people from different countries were in Jerusalem. 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them.  
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 

them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 

(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this 

mean?”  
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 

Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I 

say. 15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what 

was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 

people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 

will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 

those days, and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the 

earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the 

moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21And everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ A story from God’s word. 

I want to go back to the first part of our story in Acts 2:1 where it says, “When the day of 

Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.” Who is this group that is gathered 

together? It tells us in Acts 1:15 that this group numbers about 120 believers including the 
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disciples and Mary the mother of Jesus. In Acts 1:14 tells us that they all joined together 

constantly in prayer. So, we know that they were the core of believers who came together to 

pray. After Jesus rose from the dead he appeared to many people over 40 days and spoke about 

the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit. Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven this group of believers had gathered in 

the upper room in prayer as they waited for the Holy Spirit. They had no idea when the spirt 

would come, but they were to wait in Jerusalem for the gift my Father promised…the Holy 

Spirit.  

To fulfil the destiny the Lord has for me I must seek the Lord in prayer and wait for His 

timing to unfold His plan for my life. James 5:16 tells us the prayers of a righteous person are 

powerful and effective and in 1 John 5:14-15 it says, “ And this is the confidence that we have 

toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he 

hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of 

him.” What area of your life is the Lord calling you today to seek him in prayer? When we 

humble ourselves in prayer before the Lord it sets the stage for our heart to come before the Lord 

and to listen and obey his guidance. You see it is all about our heart in relationship with the 

Lord. 

     As we continue with our story 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 

from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

Those gathered had been praying about the coming of the Holy Spirit and now the Lord had 

answered their prayer in a way I don’t think they could imagine. How many times have we 

prayed to the Lord about a certain situation and the Lord answered our prayer in a way much 

different than we expected. The sound of the wind is a good analogy for the Spirit: it is not seen, 

though its effects are. As the tongues of fire came to rest on each believer it reminds us of 

communication of the Gospel, and the fire reminds us of God’s purifying presence, which burns 

away the undesirable elements in our lives and sets our heart aflame to tell others the good news 

of Jesus.  

When the tongues of fire came upon them they were filled with the Holy Spirit. When a 

person is filled with the Holy Spirit it marks the beginning of our Christian walk with the Lord. 

The Spirit is the power for the new life. The Holy Spirit begins a lifelong process of change as 

believers become more like Jesus and giving us a desire to change and cooperate with the Spirt at 

work in our hearts. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” How is my mind renewed? By being in the 

word, prayer, and worshiping the Lord. If you want to grow in faith, if you want to renew your 
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marriage or relationships with the others the key is not to change the other person, but to renew 

your mind. 

 When our heart begins to change, it changes how I see other people helping me to see 

others as the Lord sees them.  I begin to see people in need of compassion, in need of prayer 

and those who need to be encouraged. We were visiting Nashville this past week and one night 

Paula and I were out to eat and a young lady waited on us. When she came up to our table my 

first thought was not what I needed to order, but I silently lifted her up in prayer to the Lord and 

have prayed for her several times since. What was that all about...she never communicated any 

need…but the Holy Spirit did. This young lady needed intercessory prayer…someone to stand in 

the gap. Sometimes in our desire to see signs and wonders we forget about the power of simple 

prayers.  

When the believers who were gathered together experienced the tongues of fire, being filled with 

the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from 

every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 

because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are 

not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his 

own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites and other nations. We hear them 

declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 

another, “What does this mean?”  

What does this mean…was a very good question to ask? We hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues. God is doing something new and the Holy Spirit is working in their 

hearts as they hear about the wonders of God. Peter stands up and boldly says Fellow Jews and 

all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These 

men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken 

by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your 

sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 

dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth 

below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21And everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

In verse 21 Peter states the most important reason for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit…And 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. The Holy Spirit prepares peoples 

heart for the Gospel and gives others the ability to speak forth the good news of Jesus 

boldly and with compassion for the very reason that people can be saved. You see it is all 

about the end times harvest. On this day of Pentecost Peter talks about the words spoken by the 

Prophet Joel. In the book of Joel in the Old Testament their crops had been destroyed by locusts, 

which was judgment because of their sin. There would be no harvest. Remember Pentecost was 

first called Feast of First Fruits. That year there would be no harvest, but the Lord says through 

the Prophet Joel and afterward…I will pour out my Spirit on all people. The story goes from 
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talking about a harvest in a physical sense…there is none to afterwards I will pour out my spirit. 

The new harvest is not grain but people…it is the end time harvest that begins with the coming 

of the Holy Spirit.  

We as believers have an opportunity empowered by the Holy Spirit to share the good news of 

Jesus. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

The Lord is calling us collectively as a church and individuals into the harvest field to save souls. 

It says in Matthew 4:18-20 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 

fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At once 

they left their nets and followed him. The Lord also tells us in Matthew 9:37-38 Then Jesus said 

to the disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Will you enter the harvest field and be a 

fisher of men? To God be the glory. Amen.  
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Message 06 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Theme: Elisha traps Blinded Arameans / 2 

Kings 6:8-23 / The Lord Intercedes in our Life / June 11 / Speaker Pastor Tom Graves 

     Our theme for today is “The Lord intercedes in our Life” as we continue our series of 

Trials of the Prophets. To set our story in context the prophet Elisha is ministering to the 

Kingdom of Israel and part of his ministry included touching the lives of the people of Aram a 

neighboring nation through miraculous ways. In 2 Kings chapter 5 the scripture tells us that 

through the prophet Elisha the Lord had healed Naaman of leprosy who was the commander of 

the army of the kingdom of Aram. After he was healed Naaman said to Elisha, Now I know that 

there is no God in all the world except in Israel. 2 Kings 5:15b. The Lord interceded in the life of 

Naaman although he did not earn or deserve it and Namaan received God’s grace in a way that 

changed his life.  

     Being a commander of the army Naaman was a person of influence who probably told 

the story of being healed by the God of Israel to many people including the King of Aram.  As 

we move into our text today we will find out that the Lord is still at work in the nation of Aram 

where he would again demonstrate his grace and kindness in a way they would not expect. Now 

a story from God’s word.  
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, “I 

will set up my camp in such and such a place.”  
9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the 

Arameans are going down there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the 

man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places.  
11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, “Will 

you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?” 12 “None of us, my lord the 

king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the 

very words you speak in your bedroom.” 13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I 

can send men and capture him.” The report came back: “He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses 

and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 15 When the 

servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and 

chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?” the servant asked. 16 “Don’t 

be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.”  
17 And Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the Lord opened the 

servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around 

Elisha. 18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike these people 

with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.  
19 Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead 

you to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to Samaria. 20 After they entered the city, 

Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of these men so they can see.” Then the Lord opened their eyes 

and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria. 21 When the king of Israel saw them, he 

asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?”  
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22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill men you have captured with your own 

sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back 

to their master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and 

drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram stopped 

raiding Israel’s territory. A story from God’s word.  

I want to go back to the beginning of our story where the king of Aram was at war with Israel. 

After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.” 9 

The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the 

Arameans are going down there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the 

man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such 

places. Time and time again Elisha warned the King of Israel. Now, Israel in a general sense and 

their King were not walking with the Lord, and it was God’s grace that the Lord intervened. 

Grace is the Lord’s undeserved love. The Lord was intervening to get the nation of Israel 

attention. Like a loving father the Lord was pursuing Israel, like a loving father he was protecting 

Israel and like a loving father he was going before them. This story gives us insight on how 

much the Lord loves us even when we don’t love him and fail to give Him thanks.  

Our first thought is – The Lord intervenes in my life each day in amazing ways for He is a 

God that pursues me. Sometimes we become aware of when the Lord intervenes in our life like 

the time when a car hit me almost broadside at 70mph, but I was never injured. In the first part of 

the story the Lord makes it obvious he is intervening on behalf of Israel as Elisha warns the King 

of Israel time after time making it obvious that the Lord was going before him. Other times in 

our life we may not be aware of God’s intervention and how much the Lord protects and guides 

us on our journey through life. Someone maybe praying for us that we are not aware of and God 

answers that prayer or the Lord hold back the powers of darkness in a realm that we can’t see.   

How has the Lord intervened on your journey by sending someone into your life to make a 

difference and how did that affect you? Only in hindsight do we receive a glimpse of how the 

Lord has been working in our life.  

As we continue in our story the King of Aram is angry that every time he tries to make a 

move against Israel that Elisha the prophet tells the King of Israel what he is doing. 13 “Go, find 

out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The report came back: 

“He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by 

night and surrounded the city. 15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early 

the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh, my lord, what 

shall we do?” the servant asked. 16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are 

with us are more than those who are with them.”  
17 And Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the Lord opened the 

servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around 

Elisha. 18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike these people 

with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.  
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Our text tells us that we are in a spiritual battle that rages all around us that we are not 

even aware of, but it is just as real as the natural world in which we live. In the world in 

which we live there is an ongoing battle between good and evil. It appears with our physical eyes 

we are losing the battle much like Elisha’s servant, but the Lord has given us a powerful weapon 

to fight with and that is prayer. Elisha’s servant thought he was outnumbered and he was in the 

physical, but when Elisha prayed that the Lord would open His eyes and he saw the hills full of 

horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. Without the Lord’s help in the spiritual realm we are 

very weak, but when we depend on and seek the Lord in this spiritual battle we can be victorious 

through His strength.  

Ephesians 6:10-13 says,10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the 

full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle 

is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers 

of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put 

on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

     I believe we are all in a spiritual battle today and we must use spiritual weapons because 

our help does come from the Lord. When we mediate on God’s word it is the first step in putting 

on the full armor of God and when we call out to the Lord in prayer as Elisha did we begin to 

rely on God rather than our own resources. The Lord tells us in Philippians 4:6-7 Don’t worry 

about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all 

he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 

understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. My nephew 

is again in a battle with cancer. In the physical realm, the odds are against him, but through the 

power of prayer God brings peace during a storm. 

     I don’t know how the Lord will work this out, but this I do know. The Lord is good, the 

Lord has compassion, the Lord hears our prayers and the Lord is working through this situation 

in ways we don’t always understand…so we must pray and trust in the Lord for he is good and 

his love endures forever. What needs is the Lord calling you today to bring to his throne of grace 

in prayer?  

     As we conclude our story Elisha prays to the Lord that the soldiers who are trying to 

capture him would be blinded by the Lord and the Lord answers this prayer. After leading this 

group of enemy soldiers to the King of Israel, Elisha asks the Lord to open their eyes. 21 When 

the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill them?” 22 

“Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill men you have captured with your own sword 

or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their 

master.” 23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating and 

drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. 

I find the words of Elisha to the King of Israel filled with compassion when he says…do not 

kill them…but feed them drink and food and send them back to their master. Through Elisha the 

Lord is intervening in the lives of the soldiers of Aram resulting in the King of Israel showing 
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them kindness. In the last verse of our text it says, “So the bands from Aram stopped raiding 

Israel’s territory.” The greatest miracle they received from God was kindness. It says in Romans 

2:4  Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean 

nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?  

The Lord’s kindness. Think about that for a while. The Lord kindness leads people each 

day to the cross to repent of their sins and turn to him in faith. Titus 3:4-6, …when the 

kindness and love of God our Savior was shown, he saved us because of his mercy. It was not 

because of good deeds we did to be right with him. He saved us through the washing that made 

us new people through the Holy Spirit. God poured out richly upon us that Holy Spirit through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. The more we learn about God’s goodness, the more we are drawn to the 

wonderful gift He offers us—salvation through His son Jesus Christ. Because of His goodness 

and love for us, God gave His only Son, who was sinless, to pay for our sins. 2 Corinthians 

5:21 tells us that “God made him who had no sin [Jesus] to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God."  

As we close today take time to reflect on: 

• How the Lord has intervened in your life…He pursues you. 

• The Power of prayer. Listen to the Lord…what is the Lord calling you to be praying 

about? 

• The Kindness of Lord who died on the cross for our sins. How has that affected your 

life? 

Amen.  

 
  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=2%20Corinthians%205%3A21&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=2%20Corinthians%205%3A21&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
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Message 07 / Series: The Trials of the Prophets / Theme: Jonah Runs from the Lord / 

Jonah 1:1-16 / June 18, 2017 / Speaker Pastor Paula Graves 

  

 Happy Father’s Day. For those of you listening on our podcast, it may not be Father’s 

Day as you listen, but I think the story of Jonah will give us insight into the character of our 

Heavenly Father. Watch for God’s actions in our text as He demonstrates His heart for all people 

 I’ve entitled this sermon “The Ripple Effect.”  Usually we worry about how our actions 

affect us as individuals. We rarely realize that the decisions we make may affect people we don’t 

even know.  We have been learning about several prophets in the Old Testament in this series 

and I want to take us all back to that time period. Here’s a very simplified timeline of the Bible. 

Our stories of the prophets have taken place during the time of the Divided kingdom.  

 Remember Moses had led the descendants of Jacob or Israel out of Egypt. They had 

formed a nation that was first ruled by judges, then there were three kings over a unified country. 

Then the one country split into two, the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the Southern Kingdom 

of Judah. We have seen that Elijah and Elisha took the words that God gave them and spoke to 

the kings of the Northern Kingdom Israel. Joel lived at the same time as Elisha and He spoke 

God’s words to the king of Judah, the southern Kingdom. 

 Today we meet another prophet, the prophet Jonah. Jonah prophesied to the northern 

kingdom of Israel and did this about 20 years after Elisha had died. In 2 Kings 14:25, we are told 

that Jonah prophesied to King Jeroboam II that the borders of Israel would be expanded. This 

happened through the grace of God even though Jeroboam II nor the people were following God. 

Even though they were disobedient, God had compassion  and stepped in to help them. The land 

that had been taken by the surrounding countries was restored to Israel. 

 Before we start our story, we also need a little background on the city of Nineveh. It was 

the capital city of the kingdom of Assyria, who was the super power of that day. It was five times 

larger than Jerusalem and was a powerful, influential city. But it also had a very cruel reputation 

and God had seen this wicked culture. He would have to judge it, but maybe, just maybe, they 

would repent if someone would go preach to them. 

  

 All this sets the stage for A story from the Word of God: 

The Lord gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of 

Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people are.” 

But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to the port of 

Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board, hoping 

to escape from the presence of the  Lord by sailing to Tarshish. 
4 But the Lord hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to 

break the ship apart. 5 Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help 

and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship. 
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But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold. 6 So the captain went down after him. 

“How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to your god! Maybe he 

will pay attention to us and spare our lives.” 
7 Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the terrible 

storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. 8 “Why has this awful storm 

come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? What country are 

you from? What is your nationality?” 
9 Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew, and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 

and the land.” 
10 The sailors were terrified when they heard this, for he had already told them he was running 

away from the Lord. “Oh, why did you do it?” they groaned. 11 And since the storm was getting 

worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to you to stop this storm?” 
12 “Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm again. I know that this terrible 

storm is all my fault.” 
13 Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea was too 

violent for them, and they couldn’t make it.14 Then they cried out to the Lord, Jonah’s God. 

“O Lord,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us responsible for 

his death. O Lord, you have sent this storm upon him for your own good reasons.” 
15 Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the storm stopped at 

once! 16 The sailors were awestruck by the Lord’s great power, and they offered him a sacrifice 

and vowed to serve him. 

A story from the Word of God 

 

 As we begin our story, God makes a new request of Jonah. He asks him to go and preach 

to Nineveh. Jonah knows the character of God. He knows that Israel did not deserve to have their 

borders restored. Other nations had attacked them and as a result the nation had suffered bitterly, 

so the Lord sent Jonah to prophesy that the borders were to be restored. This would have been a 

popular message and with the restoration of the borders came economic prosperity. It was 

certainly a blessing that they didn’t deserve. 

 Jonah also knows the character of the culture of Nineveh and he wanted no part of 

granting grace to wicked pagans. If he preached to the people of Nineveh, and they repented, 

God, in His mercy, may not destroy them. Jonah wanted them destroyed. Part of the English 

translation just state that Jonah ran from the Lord. As I was studying several other translations 

the wording was: “But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” The phrase, 

“presence of the Lord” really struck me because I did not remember hearing that before. I 

wondered what the Hebrews of Jonah’s time considered “the Presence of the Lord.” I stopped to 

look up the Hebrew word that was translated into presence. Would it mean a cloud of glory or a 

fog or what? It is from the Hebrew word, paniym (pronounced paw-neem) which means face.1 

                                                 
1 J. Strong,  Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. (Woodside Bible Fellowship: Logos Bible Software, 1995) 

H6440. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/strongs;ref=HebrewGK.HGK4367;off=506;ctx=eously_195_times._1_~face._1a_face,_faces
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 How much more personal can you get than a person’s face? How personal is our God, the 

creator of heaven and earth? He is so personal that to be in His presence means to be before His 

face. Jonah was serving a personal God and we still serve that same God today. I had always 

heard that Jonah was simply running from God, which is true. I had never considered that Jonah 

was trying to run from the presence of God, the face of God. Today we would probably phrase it, 

Jonah turned his back on God.. Instead of heading to Nineveh which was 550 miles to the 

northeast, Jonah chooses to head to Tarshish, 2500 miles to the west. He chose to go as far away 

from Nineveh as possible.  

 God created us to love Him. He didn’t make us robots and force us to love Him for 

forced love is actually no love at all. Love has to be something we choose to do for another to be 

true love. Therefore, God took a risk that His creation would choose not to love Him. Jonah 

choose to turn his back on God at this point. The place before God’s face for Jonah was a place 

of his calling as a prophet. In open rebellion to God’s request, Jonah functionally resigns as a 

prophet. Maybe Jonah thought something along these lines: How could I possibly see our 

enemies saved? Running from God is what any self-respecting Israelite would do in this 

situation. I think God must have a problem, not me. 

 

 How do you react when God has a new assignment for you? One that you never 

expected? What happens if the way that you thought God’s plan was going to work out, comes 

about in an unexpected way? God had told Jonah that the borders of Israel would expand. That 

was a very popular message and one that was easy to deliver. God did physically give land back 

to Israel that had been overrun by neighboring countries. But then God sent a message that 

would expand the spiritual boundaries of Israel. God said, go tell your enemies, the people in 

Nineveh about Me so that they will not receive judgment. That was not a message Jonah wanted 

to deliver. Jonah wanted God to punish Nineveh, not to give them mercy if they repented. 

 In out and out rebellion against God sovereignty, Jonah turns his back on God and his 

call as a prophet. He seems to try to run where God can’t find him. Now did Jonah mentally 

know that God controlled all of the heavens and earth? Yes, because he tells the sailors during 

the storm. If he knew better, why was Jonah trying to run away? Sin warps thinking. What he 

knew in his head was distorted by a heart set on disobedience. Jonah is determined to do his own 

thing, even if it led to his death. Jonah is so stubborn that he opts for suicide before repentance. 

 

 I will share a time that God had a new assignment for our family.  As Tom finished his 

third year of seminary, he had interviews concerning what church he would be placed in. In the 

interview, he was told it would be in the mid-west and the type of call it would be. These 

assignments were announced in an evening church service at the end of the year. This was a 

special time because all of Tom’s hard work would come to fruition in this call. The girls and I 

had matching outfits and I had bought a bottle of wine to celebrate with after the service was 

over. Our kids were 8, 6, and 5 at the time. I had taken a small atlas with us to see where we and 

our friends would be moving after school was over. When they announced Tom’s call, it was 
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nothing that had been promised. It was not in the mid-west, it was on the west coast. And it 

wasn’t the type of call we had been anticipating. I just sat in the pew, stunned trying to get my 

head around what they had just announced. 

 Then I felt a small tug on my arm, Becky, 6 was trying to get my attention. Unbeknown 

to us, Becky had taken our previous conversation about the call to mean that we would be 

moving back closer to grandma. It was a 10-hour drive to grandma’s from the seminary. She 

asked, “Are we going to live next to grandma?” I had to tell her that it would be a 35-hour drive 

instead of a 10-hour drive to see grandma. She immediately began to softly cry. Meanwhile, all 

around us most of our friends are celebrating their placements. After the service, Bec is still teary 

eyed and we for home as soon as we could. I tucked the kids into bed, Bec still crying. Tom and I 

sat in the kitchen and just looked at each other. What had just happened? What was God 

thinking? I didn’t feel like drinking the wine. If I could have, I would have broken the wine 

bottle over someone’s head. 

 Even though we didn’t understand, the call went well. We did miss family and were 

unable to visit as often as we would have liked but it appeared that God saved us from an 

unhealthy church situation and taught more than we could have imagined. 

     Just as God had concern for the people of Nineveh who only merited judgment, how much 

more can we, as believers, understand that God knows our every need and wants to lead us into 

increasingly productive and satisfying lives in His kingdom. We find it easy to criticize Jonah for 

thinking he could run from God, but how do we accept our assignments from God? 

 God continued to pursue the disobedient Jonah. He is not out to punish Jonah, but to turn 

him around and restore him. Even with this, Jonah’s actions of disobedience have consequences 

for others. After Jonah boards the ship, he goes below and lays down for a long nap. Meanwhile, 

up on deck, the sailors are fighting the storm. The sailors who have probably seen many storms 

are so frightened that they fear for their lives. The text gives us insight into the sailor’s 

worldview – they each begin to call on the gods they know. But they are also realists, and they 

begin to toss the cargo overboard to lighten the load. This was most likely a cargo ship that 

carried a few passengers. 

  Now Jonah’s disobedience had just affected the shippers of this cargo – they lost it to the 

sea. And the people who were to receive the goods are also out of luck. Neither of these groups 

know anything about Jonah or his disobedience, but their lives are still affected by Jonah’s 

decisions and actions. 

 We live in such an individualistic culture that we forget our actions influence others. Our 

actions, have consequences not just for us, but for others.  The sailors are frightened to death. 

They begin to toss cargo overboard but Jonah is totally oblivious to what is happening. He is 

sleeping through it all. It is only when the captain, who is probably going to the hold to bring 

cargo up to throw off the ship, sees Jonah asleep. He wakes Jonah up so that Jonah can begin to 

pray to his God. Then the crew casts lots to see who is responsible for the storm. When Jonah is 

pointed out, he admits he is the problem and the crew begins to question him. He admits he is a 

follower of the God that rules both earth and sea and tells the crew to toss him overboard. 
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  Of all the people on board that ship, only Jonah had a route into the presence of the 

living God. The living God who had sent the storm and who alone could still it. But at this point, 

Jonah was not on speaking terms with Him. Unlike the rest of the crew, Jonah doesn’t pray. 

  Jonah’s actions ripple into consequences for those around him. The same thing still 

happens today. When we don’t follow God as we should, we can bring consequences on those 

around us. We may be just as oblivious to this as Jonah was when he was sleeping below deck. 

We don’t realize our actions are causing others pain. But when we have God in our lives and 

serve Him faithfully, instead of our actions causing problems, our actions can be blessings. 

 

 Jonah choose to sacrifice his life in order to save the crew and the ship. He wasn’t willing 

to repent or pray, but he was willing to die so that the crew and ship would be saved. This kind 

of action reminds us of what Jesus did for us on the cross. Unlike Jonah, Jesus willingly and 

intentionally offered Himself on the cross to pay the price for our sins. Jonah wouldn’t pray, but 

Jesus prayed for us before His death and continues to intercede for us as He sits on the throne. 

 Jesus’ actions made the restoration of our relationship to a God who has a face possible. 

As forgiven believers, we are able to enter into the presence of God. We only need to trust and 

believe in Jesus to begin this restoration. When we do that, we can not only be assured of eternity 

with Jesus, but begin to experience His grace and love which is the real thing. It’s not the 

corrupted version of our culture. As we come to know our Savior better, we begin to have real 

purpose for our lives: a purpose that He gives us. Granted, this may come in surprising and 

unexpected ways, but believe me, our walk with Jesus is an adventure. As we follow Jesus, our 

actions and decisions change and can bring others blessings instead of chaos and pain. 

 

 What does it mean to you that to be in the presence of God means to be in front of His 

face? 

 How do you react when God has an unexpected assignment for you? 

 What does the ripple effect of your decisions and action cause – problems or blessings? 

 

Remember our God is merciful and compassionate and seeks us, even when we turn our backs.  
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Message 08 | Series: The Trials of the Prophets | Theme: Jonah’s Prayer | Text: Jonah 2:1-

10 |Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves | Date: June 25, 2017 

      Our theme for today is…In Your Mercy Lord, you Heard my Cry. To set the context of 

our story Jonah is a prophet to the Kingdom of Israel in a time when Assyria was the regional 

superpower of the day, and their capital city was Nineveh. Fresh in the minds of the nation of 

Israel were the tributes they were forced to pay Assyria when Jehu was King of Israel. Although 

Jonah was a prophet of God he also needed God’s intervention when the politics of the day 

clouded his compassion for others. Today as we move into Jonah chapter two let’s go back to 

Jonah one as the context of our story. And now a story from God’s word.   

1 1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh 

and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah ran away 

from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for 

that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.  
4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 

threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they 

threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.  

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain went 

to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of 

us, and we will not perish.”  
7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this 

calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is 

responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What 

is your country? From what people are you?”  
9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 

and the land.” 10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was 

running away from the Lord, because he had already told them so.) 11 The sea was getting 

rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down 

for us?”  
12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is 

my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”  
13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even 

wilder than before. 14 Then they cried to the Lord, “O Lord, please do not let us die for taking this 

man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O Lord, have done 

as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew 

calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and 

made vows to him. 17 But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside 

the fish three days and three nights.  

      1 *Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from inside the fish. 2 He said, “I cried out to the 

Lord in my great trouble, and he answered me. I called to you from the land of the dead,* and 
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Lord, you heard me! 3 You threw me into the ocean depths, and I sank down to the heart of the 

sea. The mighty waters engulfed me; I was buried beneath your wild and stormy waves.  

     4 Then I said, ‘O Lord, you have driven me from your presence. Yet I will look once 

more toward your holy Temple.’ 5 “I sank beneath the waves, and the waters closed over 

me. Seaweed wrapped itself around my head. 6 I sank down to the very roots of the mountains.  

     I was imprisoned in the earth, whose gates lock shut forever. But you, O Lord my 

God, snatched me from the jaws of death! 7 As my life was slipping away, I remembered the 

Lord. And my earnest prayer went out to you in your holy Temple. 8 Those who worship false 

gods turn their backs on all God’s mercies. 

      9 But I will offer sacrifices to you with songs of praise, and I will fulfill all my 

vows. For my salvation comes from the Lord alone.” 10 Then the Lord ordered the fish to spit 

Jonah out onto the beach.  

     I want to go back to Jonah chapter one as a review to look at the mercy of God and 

how the Lord pursues us even when we are disobedient.  

• In God’s mercy for the people of Nineveh the Lord sends word to Jonah…go to Nineveh 

and preach against their wickedness. Instead of letting the people of Nineveh continue to 

sink into sin the Lord would pursue them through the Prophet Jonah. 

• In God’s mercy, he sends a storm upon the ship Jonah is traveling on because the Lord is 

pursuing Jonah so he can complete the plan the Lord has for his life and those of 

Nineveh. 

• In God’s mercy, the ship that Jonah is on does not break up during the storm.  

• In God’s mercy, when Jonah is thrown overboard he is swallowed by a great fish as the 

Lord pursues him preventing him from drowning.  

     As we observe the mercy of the Lord in our story that occurs over and over again we 

begin to better understand the character of God, and the love of God.  

In his mercy, the Lord pursues us even when we are disobedient. Has the Lord every 

pursued you when you were disobedient and if so how did that affect you? I believe we are 

honest with ourselves we can identify with Jonah because we are much like him. Our journey of 

faith for most of us has not been a smooth one, and we would not be here today if it were not for 

the Lord mercy and his willingness to pursue us and to lead us to the cross so we could come to 

faith in Jesus. Romans 2:4 says…Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God 

is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn 

you from your sin?  

     The Kindness of God is his mercy wrapped in Grace…his undeserved love. As we 

enter into the text of our story Jonah chapter two it is the Kindness of God that really begins to 

penetrate the heart of Jonah as he is thrown into the water something begins to happen to Jonah 

in this watery time out.  

     Imagine for a moment that you are Jonah. You have been running from God and when 

you board the ship that is sailing for Tarshish you are tell everyone what you are doing. Soon 
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after the ship sails you the ship is in the middle of a great storm, and the sailors cast lots to see 

who the cause of the calamity is and the lot falls to you…Jonah. You are now confronted with 

the fact that the Lord has sent this storm upon the ship because of your disobedience and you 

know if they throw you overboard the sea will become calm. Although that was not the sailors 

first choice they eventually did throw Jonah overboard. Now as Jonah you are suffering the 

consequences of your actions and you are sinking deeper into the water and all of a sudden you 

are swallowed by a great fish. 

      Inside the fish is dark and maybe a momentary reprieve from drowning, but you are 

thinking I will soon to be digested…not a pleasant end. Like a child in a timeout the Lord gives 

Jonah time to think and this is where Jonah begins to pray for it says in Jonah 2:1, “Then Jonah 

prayed to the Lord his God from inside the fish.” Scripture does not record Jonah praying until 

this time. Jonah 2:2-3 says, 2 He said, “I cried out to the Lord in my great trouble, and he 

answered me. I called to you from the land of the dead,* and Lord, you heard me! 3 You threw 

me into the ocean depths, and I sank down to the heart of the sea. The mighty waters engulfed 

me; I was buried beneath your wild and stormy waves.  

The Lord often uses great distress in our life to soften our heart so that we begin to 

look up and cry to the Him for help because there are no other options. Maybe this 

happened in your life where you became so desperate the Lord could finally break through to 

your hardened heart. Many times, the Lord has to strip things away from our life before we are 

receptive to receiving his love and begin to call out to the Lord in desperate prayer for that is the 

way of man. In chapter one Jonah is running from the presence of God and now in Jonah 2:4 it 

says, 4 Then I said, ‘O Lord, you have driven me from your presence. Yet I will look once more 

toward your holy Temple. In his desperation Jonah begins to realize what is really important 

…his relationship with the Lord, and he now appreciates the presence of God vs running away 

from it.  

    In verse Jonah 2:2 it says the Lord answered me. I called to you from the land of the dead, and 

Lord, you heard me! What does this tell us about the Lord? He is waiting for us to come to 

him…he is waiting for us to call to him in prayer…He is waiting for us to humble ourselves and 

surrender to him. Is the Lord calling you to surrender to him today? Psalm 50:15 says, 15 Then 

call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.”  

      As we go to the next part of our story in Jonah 2:6-7 it says, “I sank down to the very 

roots of the mountains. I was imprisoned in the earth, whose gates lock shut forever. But you, O 

Lord my God, snatched me from the jaws of death! 7 As my life was slipping away, I remembered 

the Lord. And my earnest prayer went out to you in your holy Temple.” 

      In these verses Jonah remembers God…he remembers to pray and his prayers were 

earnest and the Lord rescued Jonah from the jaws of death. It is very clear to Jonah at this time 

that the Lord rescued him from certain death because of his divine intervention.  

      You and I also have been rescued from the jaws of death. When Jesus went to the 

cross and died for our sins it made a way for us to be rescued. What have you been rescued 

from? By placing our faith in Jesus, we have been saved from eternal death, from hell itself, and 
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eternal separation from the Lord. If the Lord has rescued you and I from hell...what has He 

rescued you to do?  

     In the Old Testament, there was a good king of the Southern Kingdom of Israel named 

Hezekiah who after becoming gravely ill was going to die, but because he earnestly prayed and 

the Lord answered his prayer and gave him 15 more years of life. The added years did not make 

him a better or more godly man. Time or age does not make us any better. Consider that time 

does nothing but pass away. Time will only come and go and it is only how we use time that 

matters. The Scripture records King Hezekiah did not make good use of the extra time the Lord 

gave him. In brief, he did not finish well. A wasted life is a life without the passion for God 

because we are distracted by the world. 

      As we end our story Jonah says to the Lord, “9 But I will offer sacrifices to you with 

songs of praise, and I will fulfill all my vows. For my salvation comes from the Lord 

alone.” 10 Then the Lord ordered the fish to spit Jonah out onto the beach. The Lord rescued 

Jonah out of his mercy and grace so he could have a second chance to be about the Lord’s 

work…to build the Kingdom of God. Jesus tells us in Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus told his 

disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me.  

        As a believer how will you respond to what the Lord has rescued you from? “What 

has the Lord rescued you to do” and how will that affect those around you?” Amen.  
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Message 09 | Series: The Trials of the Prophets | Theme: The God of Intervention, 

Compassion and Forgiveness | Text: Jonah 3:1-10 | Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves | Date: 

July 2, 2017 

To set our story in context Jonah is a prophet to the Kingdom of Israel when Assyria was 

the regional superpower of the day. The capitol of Assyria was Nineveh which scholars 

believe may have been the largest city in the known world. In addition, the Assyrians were 

known for their cruelty and being an enemy of Israel. Today as we look at chapter three let 

me go back and retell the story of chapter one and two to set our story in context. Chapter 

one and two of Jonah.  

     3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”  
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important 

city—a visit required three days. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: 

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared 

a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 

robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 Then he issued a proclamation 

in Nineveh:  

“By the decree of the king and his nobles:  

Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But 

let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give 

up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion 

turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”  
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion 

and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. A story from God’s word. 

As we review the first two chapters of Jonah what do we learn about the Lord? We see the 

character of God who is a God of intervention, compassion and forgiveness. God doesn’t sit 

by while people go to their destruction, but continuallycalls people back to the plan he has for 

them. How has the Lord called you back along your journey of faith? In chapter one and two we 

see the Lord describing Nineveh as wicked, we see Jonah running away from God, and when the 

storm comes upon the ship Jonah is sailing it says in Jonah 1:5 – All the sailors were afraid and 

each cried out to his own god, which were false gods. Yet how does the Lord respond? He 

responds with compassion and intervention for Jonah, the sailors and preserves Jonah’s life so he 

can proclaim the word of God to the people of Nineveh. How has the Lord intervened in your 

life with compassion and forgiveness? 

When we begin to understand the character of God we begin to understand why the Lord saved 

Jonah and why the Lord gave Jonah a second chance to fulfill the plan the Lord had for him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 

proclaim to it the message I give you.” 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. 
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 Through an encounter with the living God Jonah experienced the Lord’s intervention, 

compassion and forgiveness and now willing obeys God’s plan for his life…which was to go to 

Nineveh and proclaim the words the Lord would give him.  

     When we encounter the living God and experience his intervention, compassion, and 

forgiveness it changes our heart and sets us on a new path life. In this series, we have continued 

to talk about Romans 2:4where it says… Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and 

patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is 

intended to turn you from your sin?  

     Imagine for a moment the plans the Lord has for you…to come to faith and then begin a 

life long journey of following and serving him. As a believer the Lord involves you in the 

Kingdom of God in ways we never thought possible. Also as a believer you have free will to 

obey or disobey the plan the Lord has for you. God’s plan may be different for each person, 

but one the common threads is a changed heart and growing to be more like Jesus…to have 

more fruits of the spirit. Galatians 5:22-25 says, But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit 

in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-

control. There is no law against these things! 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed 

the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we 

are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. 

      How is the Holy Spirit leading and changing your heart? 

     In the next part of our story something amazing happens. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into 

the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites 

believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 

sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his 

royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 Then he issued a 

proclamation in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let any man or 

beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let man and beast be 

covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and 

their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger 

so that we will not perish.”  

What is going on in Nineveh? This is a wicked city, and it is so wicked that the Lord sent Jonah 

to proclaim to them that in 40 days they were going to be destroyed. Also, we learn in Jonah 

chapter three that the Lord is going to give Jonah the message to proclaim. Whatever Jonah 

proclaimed was the Lord speaking through him. The Lord tells us in Hebrew 4:12 - For the word 

of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 

division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.”  

To Jonah the situation in Nineveh may have looked hopeless. He knew the Lord was going to 

give him the words to speak, but I don’t think he fully comprehended the power of God’s word 

and that the Lord had gone before him preparing the hearts of the people. Psalm 139:5 reminds 

us, “You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head.” God in 
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his mercy and compassion for the people of Nineveh had gone before Jonah to prepare people’s 

hearts for his word.  

     During a normal or confusing day, the Lord goes before us even when we can’t see Him. 

Whatever you face today, God has already gone before you and will guard you from behind. 

Sometimes we ask the Lord…where are you not realizing that the Lord was right there through 

whatever difficulty was going on in our life.  God had gone before Jonah and a massive 

repentance broke out from the least to the greatest. When the king heard about it he too looked 

up to God…he got off this throne, took of his royal robes and covered himself with sackcloth and 

sat down in the dust. The King’s actions remind us of the words St. Paul writes in the book of 

Ephesians when we are truly repentant.  

     It says in Ephesians 4:21-24  Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth 

that comes from him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is 

corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 
24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.  

     At the end of our story in Jonah 3:10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from 

their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had 

threatened.  

When Jesus died for our sins upon the cross we again see the Lords intervention, forgiveness and 

compassion for others. Think of Jesus as he looks down from the cross just after he was crucified 

between two criminals. He sees the soldiers who have mocked, scourged, and tortured him, and 

who have just nailed him to the cross. He probably remembers those who have sentenced him - 

Caiaphas and the high priests of the Sanhedrin. He is thinking of his Apostles and companions 

who have deserted him, to Peter who has denied him three times, to the fickle crowd, who only 

days before praised him on his entrance to Jerusalem, and then days later chose him over 

Barabbas to be crucified? He is also thinking of us, who daily sin and forget him in our lives?   

     Does Jesus react angrily? No! At the height of his suffering, his love overcomes and He asks 

His Father to forgive! Could there ever be greater irony? Jesus asks his Father to forgive, but it is 

by His very Sacrifice on the Cross that mankind is able to be forgiven! Right up to his final hours 

on earth, Jesus proclaims forgiveness, and responds with compassion. 

Like the people of Nineveh, we to were lost and we needed someone to tell us about Lord, and in 

God’s mercy the Lord sent someone or several people into your life to tell you, and today you 

are here worshiping the Lord. Each person here has been on a journey of faith and each person 

here has a story of what the Lord did. As we close remember the verses from Romans 10:13-

14 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 But how can they call on 

him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never 

heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  

And so, our final thought today is the next verse in Romans 10…verse15 And how will anyone 

go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the 

feet of messengers who bring good news!” Amen. 
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Message 10 | Series: The Trials of the Prophets | Theme: How God Works in a Fallen 

World | Text: Jonah 4: 1-11 | Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves | Date: July 9, 2017 

 

     Today we continue with the story of Jonah in chapter 4 and to set our story in context 

Jonah is a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. In a general sense, a prophet is a person 

who speaks God’s truth to others. In the Bible, prophets often had dual role of declaring God’s 

truth on contemporary issues while also revealing details about the future. Jonah was a prophet 

when Assyria was the most powerful nation in the region and Nineveh a city of 120, 000 was its 

capital. Because Assyria was an enemy of Israel Jonah ran away from the Lord when he was 

called to go to Nineveh because he did not want to see these people saved. And now a story from 

God’s word. Retell Jonah one, briefly on chapter two and three.  

     4 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is 

this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I 

knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 

God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me 

to die than to live.”  
4 But the Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?”  
5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat 

in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a 

vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah 

was very happy about the vine. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed 

the vine so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the 

sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better 

for me to die than to live.”  
9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”  

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”  
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or 

make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred 

and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as 

well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?”  A story from God’s word.  

     I want to go back and look at the first three chapters of Jonah to look at the broad picture of 

what the Lord is trying to teach us through this part of the story. In these first three chapters the 

Lord is revealing much about himself, and how he interacts with his creation. We see how the 

Lord calls people to minister to other people. He wants to work through us so the Lord called 

Jonah to minister to the people of Nineveh. Like Jonah the Lord is also calling us to help in the 

harvest field, just like he called Jonah. The Lord tells us in Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  

The Lord is also a God that pursues us when we get off the path. Nineveh was a wicked city, 

but the Lord had not given up on them as he pursued them through Jonah, and prepared their 
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hearts for repentance before Jonah arrived. When Jonah got off the trail and ran away the Lord 

pursued him because the Lord had a plan for his life. Through this pursuit Jonah finally calmed 

down enough so the Lord could get through to him while he was in the belly of the great fish. 

Jonah 2:1-2 says, “From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. 2 He said: “In my 

distress I called to the Lord, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for 

help, and you listened to my cry.”  

Jonah experienced God’s mercy and compassion first hand by being rescued by the great fish 

giving Jonah time to reflect and call on the Lord in prayer. In God’s great mercy he listened to 

Jonah’s cry. Although it was Jonah’s own sin that caused him to be thrown overboard…God 

used the desperation caused by his own sin to humble him. This is also how the Lord works with 

us. It is when I have come to the end of myself is when I finally call on the Lord for help…I 

can’t speak for you, but this is what I have personally experienced.  

     Jesus says in John 15:1-2 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He 

cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 

so that it will be even more fruitful.” The story of Jonah is the story of the Lord tending to his 

garden…and we are his garden. His garden tools are not like the ones we use.  His garden tools 

are pursuing us when we go astray, another tool is He listens to our prayers because he is a Lord 

of compassion. He goes before us is another tool that he uses, He us calls again like Jonah and 

gives us second chances which is another favorite tool. He forgives us when we repent is a tool 

that he uses daily and lastly, and He involves us in his work to teach us how to garden with him. 

The next time you are in garden think of God, and yourself as one of the plants, and how 

powerful the Lord is as the Gardner compared to you the precious plant that need endless care. 

When we begin to understand in our heart how much the Lord cares for and loves us it 

changes our relationship with Him and transforms you.  

     The book The God Shaped Brain by Timothy Jennings tells us through research the 

positive affect of meditating on a God of Love. This induces clear thinking, brain growth and 

healing. On the other hand, if you mistakenly think God is out to punish you at every turn this 

stimulates a fearful state that prohibits clear thinking and produces selfishness. Think of this 

verse from Romans as you contemplate what the Lord is teaching us: Romans 12:2 Do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will. (When we focus on the Lord it changes our brain.) 

     Now let’s look at the next part of our story…Jonah chapter 4… But Jonah was greatly 

displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I 

was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious 

and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending 

calamity. 3 Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 But the 

Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?”  

     While Jonah is overjoyed by his own rescue he angry over the Lord rescuing Nineveh. 

Jonah knows about the Lord as he says the Lord is gracious and compassionate God, slow to 
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anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Like many people Jonah 

has a lot of information about the Lord, he is a prophet, he is a real believer, but he is still a work 

in progress because: I have to know more than just about God, I need to be changed by God.  

     When I first became a pastor almost 20 years ago I knew a lot of information about God, 

but it has taken the last 20 years of being in the word, prayer, and being tried in the fire of life to 

be changed by God to be a pastor that is more gracious and compassionate. I would also like to 

add that being refined by God continues through every day of my life and your life. Like Jonah I 

was a believer, but I was under construction…I was on a spiritual journey. In the book of Jonah, 

we see a snapshot of his life…and think…wow…that guy should not have been a prophet. If you 

would have taken snap shot of my early years of ministry you would have said…wow…that man 

does not belong in ministry. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”  Maybe you are like 

me and are living proof of that verse.  

     As we go to the last part of our story…5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the 

city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to 

the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for 

his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7 But at dawn the next 

day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God 

provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He 

wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”  
9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”  

“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”  

10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or 

make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But Nineveh has more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many 

cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?”  

      What is the Lord telling us? Jonah is more concerned about the vine than the people of 

Nineveh and he is allowing the politics of the day…Assyria and their capital of Nineveh who are 

an enemy of Israel to cloud his compassion. What does the Lord tell us about compassion? 

Colossians 3:12 says, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 

     When we clothe ourselves with compassion we see people the way God sees them. The 

ministry of Jesus—from his humble birth to his death on the cross—was defined by compassion. 

The word compassion means “to suffer with” or “to suffer together.” Jesus suffered for us, and 

He suffered with us. “Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases.” (Isa. 53:4) 

And nowhere do we see Jesus’ ministry of compassion more clearly than on the cross, where he 

was willing to suffer with us even to the point of death. He was willing to enter into all of our 

sufferings—from the pain of birth, to the longings of hunger, to the throes of grief, and to the 

final gasps which lead to death. Jesus did these things, not to make us feel guilty, but to show us 

the lengths he was willing to go out of love for us. 
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      As we contemplate the story of Jonah, the challenge is before us to see the goodness of our 

Lord who was willing to enter into our suffering and transform us. We see Jesus who did not 

hold back anything—even his own life—as he suffered for us. If we—the body of Christ—are to 

emulate Jesus, who was compassionate even to the point of death, then we as believers should 

find compassion at the very center of our lives as well? Perhaps, the cross is not the place for us 

to feel guilty, but is the place for us to recognize the depth of God’s love and mercy for us. In so 

doing, we may find ourselves propelled to share God’s love and mercy with others. 

   A woman writes…Recently, I’ve been struggling with my lack of compassion for others. I’ve 

been frustrated with myself, and have been talking to the Lord about it. He told me that I also 

have a lack of compassion for myself, and if I begin there, it may be easier to have compassion 

for others. He told me if I really knew how much He loved me and accepted me, my problems in 

the area of lack of compassion would quickly clear up. You see this is the very message of Jonah. 

The Lord is calling us to turn our attention to the cross, to Him, to his love, to his sacrifice, to 

what he has done and when we do it changes our heart and allows us to have compassion on 

others. Amen.  
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Message 11 | Series: The Trials of the Prophets | Theme: Designed for God’s Kingdom | 

Text: Jeremiah 1:4-19 | Speaker: Pastor Paula Graves | Date: July 16, 2017 

 

 

 As we have looked at five of the Old Testament prophets, we have all been surprised at 

how relevant their messages have been. Today we begin four messages from the writings of the 

prophet Jeremiah. Even though Jeremiah lived over 2500 years ago, he could be speaking the 

same message into our 21st century context. He was designed for God’s kingdom and we still are 

designed for God’s Kingdom. 

 

Context: Here is an overview of the timeline of the Bible. All our prophets that we have studied 

to date have lived in the time of the Divided Kingdom. Jeremiah, the prophet, lived about 100 

years after Jonah. By this time the country of Israel had been defeated by the Assyrians and 

exiled past Nineveh. Judah has not learned a lesson from the defeat of their sister country. 

Jeremiah begins his ministry during the reign of Josiah who attempted to bring religious reforms 

to the country. After he dies, the successive kings ignore God and depend on political treaties. 

The remaining kings are in essence puppet kings, first of Egypt and then of Babylon.  

 They, and the people they lead, refuse to see that their problems are caused by their 

rebellion against God. As you can see Jerusalem is a crossroads between Egypt on the south and 

Assyria and Babylon to the north. During Jeremiah’s ministry Babylon would defeat Assyrian 

and Egypt to the leading world power. I believe God had placed His people there for a reason – 

to be a people that would point the rest of the world to Jesus. God had called them to this task 

repeatedly but they had chosen to do their own thing 

 

It is into these times that God calls His servant Jeremiah.  

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

Jeremiah said, 4 The Lord gave me this message:  
5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.  

Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”  

 
6 “O Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!”  
7 The Lord replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you  

and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will 

protect you. I, the Lord, have spoken!” 

 

 9 Then the Lord reached out and touched my mouth and said, “Look, I have put my words in 

your mouth! 10 Today I appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms.  

Some you must uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow.  

Others you must build up and plant.”  
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11 Then the Lord said to me, “Look, Jeremiah! What do you see?”  

And I replied, “I see a branch from an almond tree.”  
12 And the Lord said, “That’s right, and it means that I am watching, and I will certainly carry out 

all my plans.”  

 
13 Then the Lord spoke to me again and asked, “What do you see now?”  

And I replied, “I see a pot of boiling water, spilling from the north.”  
14 “Yes,” the Lord said, “for terror from the north will boil out on the people of this land. 
15 Listen! I am calling the armies of the kingdoms of the north to come to Jerusalem.  

I, the Lord, have spoken!  

“They will set their thrones at the gates of the city. 

 They will attack its walls and all the other towns of Judah.  
16 I will pronounce judgment on my people for all their evil—  

for deserting me and burning incense to other gods.  

Yes, they worship idols made with their own hands! 

 
17 “Get up and prepare for action. Go out and tell them everything I tell you to say.  

Do not be afraid of them, or I will make you look foolish in front of them.  
18 For see, today I have made you strong  

like a fortified city that cannot be captured, like an iron pillar or a bronze wall.  

You will stand against the whole land— the kings, officials, priests, and people of Judah.  
19 They will fight you, but they will fail.  

For I am with you, and I will take care of you.  

I, the Lord, have spoken!”  

A story from the word of God 

 

#1 Designed for God’s Kingdom 

 How would Jeremiah have felt as he heard the words at the beginning of our story? The 

creator of the universe knew him before he was born. This isn’t just knowing facts about 

Jeremiah, the Hebrew word here is an experiential knowing, a very deep kind of knowing. 

We can see from our text that God had plans for Jeremiah before Jeremiah was even born. God 

knew how he would form Jeremiah and He had set him apart for a specific kingdom task. 

Jeremiah wasn’t some kind of accident with no purpose. God had set him aside for a very large 

task: he was appointed to be a prophet to the nations. 

 Is this kind of thing just for special people, after all Jeremiah was a prophet, or does God 

do this with everyone?  As we look through the Bible, we can see that David says something 

similar in Ps. 139 - 13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body  

and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!  
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Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.  
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,  

as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.  
16 You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book.  

Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.  
17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.  

 

 Both these passages tell how God is thinking of us even before we were born. Both 

passages show the character of God toward us as He creates us. He knows and designs us with a 

purpose in mind. This purpose is for God’s kingdom. I don’t think God did this just for David 

and Jeremiah, I think we can apply this same thought to each of us. God knows how He made us 

and has plans for us.  

 But doesn’t this passage really sound like more of a command than an invitation? Yes, it 

does sound like a command. Let’s consider what we know of God and his people through 

history. As God led His people out of Egypt, He told them His purpose: Exodus 19:6 “you shall 

be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This also sounds like a command so let’s look 

a little deeper. As we think about the word “priest” we may picture a Catholic priest, or at the 

least a priest from the Old Testament temple. A priest is actually a person who acts as a “go-

between.” It is one who knows God and invites others to know Him also. The word “holy” here 

is the idea of being set apart for a special task. Here’s an example of what this “set apart” is. Say 

I need a new water bowl for our dog. Would I go to the china cabinet and pull out my 

grandmother’s cut glass bowl or go pull an old whipped cream container out of the recycle bin? I 

would use the whipped cream container because I would not want my clumsy dog to break a 

family heirloom. The glass bowl is set aside for special occasions. 

 Now to return to God’s command for the nation of Israel. If we substitute our definitions 

into this passage we can see that God’s design for the descendants of Abraham was to be a nation 

who knew God, who was set apart for the special task of showing others who God is. He states it 

as a command. Had his people accepted God’s design for their country?  

No, they had also been invited but refused. God tells Jeremiah that: 

 
16 I will pronounce judgment on my people for all their evil—  

for deserting me and burning incense to other gods.  

Yes, they worship idols made with their own hands! 

 

 Tom used this story at the pallet factory this week. One of the guys there gave a really 

good analogy of what had happened. It was like a son building a Lego tower and giving the Lego 

tower credit for all the things – house, food, clothing – while his father stands right next to him. 

Sounds ludicrous but this was what had happened in the Spiritual realm. God tells how this 

happened in  
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Hosea 13: 5 I took care of you in the wilderness, in that dry and thirsty land.  
6 But when you had eaten and were satisfied, you became proud and forgot me.  

 

 When God’s people were in the desert they had to depend on God for manna and water. 

When they got into their own land – they had plenty and assumed they themselves were 

responsible and they didn’t need God any more. We can do the same thing. It is easy to trust in 

our accomplishments. We have a great house because I worked hard for it. I have the best boat 

because I’m really smart and got a raise at work. We forget that God supplies our intellect and 

health and without those, we would have nothing. 

 

 To return to our story, we can see Jeremiah was designed for God’s kingdom before 

conception. God has designed His people for His kingdom. Israel and Judah were to show the 

world what living in God’s kingdom was like, but they had refused that design. God was sending 

Jeremiah to call the people back, even as destruction was planned. 

 

#2 God Prepares the Called 

 God does not send Jeremiah off without preparing Him. First, God gives Jeremiah His 

words and shows what he must do with those words. It is a kingdom assignment. He will have to 

uproot, tear down, destroy, and overthrow some kingdoms of man that are against God. In their 

place Jeremiah is to build up and plant God’s kingdom. 

 God speaks to Jeremiah in a way that he can understand and uses two common everyday 

things. The first image is a branch of an almond tree which God goes on to explain shows that 

He is watching and will carry out His plans. This description sounds a bit random to our 21st 

century ears, and requires a bit of an explanation. The Hebrew words for “watching” and 

“almond” are only 1 letter different, so it is a play on words that sound very similar. An almond 

tree is the first tree to blossom in the spring. It is a welcome sight that winter is over and spring is 

coming. In this first image, God is saying, yes, I am watching and as sure as the seasons come, I 

will carry out my plan. 

 God then uses a boiling pot that has tipped over to describe the judgment to come. 

“Boiling over the land” is an apt description for the destruction to come. This judgment is not a 

random. It had been about 800 years since God had brought the Hebrew people out of Egypt. As 

they entered the promised land, God, through Moses, warned them that they would be blessed if 

they would follow the Lord but they would bring curses on themselves if they did not follow 

God.  The Old Testament law was intended to draw Gentiles to faith, not to drive them away as 

unworthy heathens. There were provisions for Gentiles when they came to the Tabernacle or 

Temple.  

 God’s plan was that Israel was to be a light to the nations. God placed His people at the 

crossroads of humanity. This is a very vulnerable area but it is also an area of influence. They 

were to be the influencers for the people that travels through their nation as they lived out the 

Torah law. Instead, Israel became proud and exclusive and disdained any contact with Gentiles. 
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This was not God’s plan. If they had followed God’s way, it would have drawn Gentiles to 

Israel, and perhaps to faith.  Instead of building God’s kingdom, they built their own.  

 There had been a few years when they had been obedient to God, but there were many 

more years where they were disobedient. God had spent time pursuing His people, calling them 

back through the prophets, trying to get their attention through drought and locust plagues, and 

foreign armies. Even the exile of the northern kingdom did not act as a lesson for Judah. They 

still relied on themselves and not God. They did not worship the God who had done everything 

for them but they worshiped things they had made. It had come to a point that God needed to 

give His people, in the language of a 21st century parent, a big timeout.  

 Even at this point, God has prepared Jeremiah to give an eleventh-hour call to repentance.  

 

 

#3 God empowers those He calls. 

 God had given Jeremiah a seemingly impossible task, one man against the nation. Yet, 

God promised that the nation would fail and Jeremiah would remain strong. Twice God declares 

his protection for Jeremiah, in v. 8 and v 19. This assignment was far too big for a human 

individual to carry out. Jeremiah knew this and objected that he was too young. God countered 

with Jeremiah’s real reason for objecting. Fear. Don’t be afraid. This task could only be carried 

out with God’s help. Jeremiah would not be able to say, “look what I did,” but would have to 

say, “look what God did.” It would be a difficult assignment, but God would be with him.  

 I think God gives us similar assignments today. They are too big for us to do alone. When 

God gives us the assignment, we have excuses just like Jeremiah did. We know that in our 

humanness, we can’t possibly do what God is asking. God knows that if our task was something 

humanly possible, then we would think that we did it ourselves. Because of sin, our default mode 

is to build our own kingdoms.  

 Thankfully, God is in the restoration business. Jeremiah was to uproot and tear down so 

that he could plant and rebuild. God still does that today. Israel was never the light to the world 

that God intended it to be. But God was faithful and sent His Son, Jesus, to be the light to the 

world. He was a faithful remnant of one who kept the law and willingly paid the blood price for 

everyone’s sin. 

 It is only through believing in Jesus and what He accomplished in His death and 

resurrection that restoration can begin. If we have willing hearts, the Holy Spirit can come in and 

uproot and overthrow our sinful nature. Paul tells the Ephesians,  

 

“4:21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw 

off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 
23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to 

be like God—truly righteous and holy.” 
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 There is that word holy, again. Set apart for God’s purpose in His Kingdom. This is 

God’s design for us all. It is through the restoration made possible by Jesus, that we can trust 

God enough to say yes to His kingdom assignment. He has designed us to work in His kingdom. 

Our default mode is to work in our kingdom and bring glory to ourselves. God allows us to 

refuse – many in Judah did refuse the message God gave them through the years and from 

Jeremiah. It ended in their destruction. God does not desire to harm us, but running from God has 

its consequences. God can restore and empower us to work in His kingdom for His glory – to do 

what He designed us. 

 As we end think about the significance of the name of our church, the name that God 

gave us: Light of Christ. We are to reflect the light that Christ has given us and we, like 

Jeremiah, can only do that in His power and under His protection. 

 Let’s take a few minutes to reflect: 

How has God designed you for His kingdom? 

How is God preparing you for your assignment? 

How can you accept His empowerment and protection? 
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Message 12 / Sermon Series: Trials of the Prophets / Sermon Theme: Stop Drifting Away 

from the Lord / Text: Jeremiah 13:1-17 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / Date: July 23, 2017 

 

      To set our story in context Jeremiah was a prophet from the southern Kingdom of Judah and 

although he was called to the nations, most of his ministry took place in the nation of Judah and 

the city of Jerusalem. He was called to his prophetic ministry about one year after King Josiah 

began leading the nation in a great reform from the widespread idolatry promoted by his father, 

King Amon, and his grandfather, King Manasseh (2 Kings 21:10, 20). About a century earlier 

King Hezekiah had led religious reforms in Judah (2 Kings 18:4), but his son King Manasseh 

promoted the practice of child sacrifice and worship of the “queen of heaven” (Jeremiah 

7:18; 44:19). This continued into Jeremiah’s time (Jeremiah 7:31; 19:5; 32:35). It was against 

this background that Jeremiah was appointed to reveal the sins of the people and the serious 

consequences of ignoring them. Like so many prophets before him Jeremiah worked tirelessly to 

call people back to the Lord, back to green pastures and away from the desert of sin and self-

destruction. And now a story from God’s word.  

     This is what the Lord said to me: “Go and buy a linen loincloth and put it on, but do not wash 

it.” 2 So I bought the loincloth as the Lord directed me, and I put it on. 3 Then the Lord gave me 

another message: 4 “Take the linen loincloth you are wearing, and go to the Euphrates River. 

Hide it there in a hole in the rocks.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates as the Lord had 

instructed me.  
6 A long time afterward the Lord said to me, “Go back to the Euphrates and get the loincloth I 

told you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Euphrates and dug it out of the hole where I had hidden 

it. But now it was rotting and falling apart. The loincloth was good for nothing.  
8 Then I received this message from the Lord: 9 “This is what the Lord says: This shows how I 

will rot away the pride of Judah and Jerusalem. 10 These wicked people refuse to listen to me. 

They stubbornly follow their own desires and worship other gods. Therefore, they will become 

like this loincloth—good for nothing! 11 As a loincloth clings to a man’s waist, so I created Judah 

and Israel to cling to me, says the Lord. They were to be my people, my pride, my glory—an 

honor to my name. But they would not listen to me.  
12 “So tell them, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: May all your jars be filled with 

wine.’ And they will reply, ‘Of course! Jars are made to be filled with wine!’  
13 “Then tell them, ‘No, this is what the Lord means: I will fill everyone in this land with 

drunkenness—from the king sitting on David’s throne to the priests and the prophets, right down 

to the common people of Jerusalem. 14 I will smash them against each other, even parents against 

children, says the Lord. I will not let my pity or mercy or compassion keep me from destroying 

them.’ ”  
15 Listen and pay attention! Do not be arrogant, for the Lord has spoken. 16 Give glory to the Lord 

your God before it is too late. Acknowledge him before he brings darkness upon you, causing 

you to stumble and fall on the darkening mountains. For then, when you look for light, you will 

find only terrible darkness and gloom. 17 And if you still refuse to listen, I will weep alone 
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because of your pride. My eyes will overflow with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be led 

away into exile.  

     As we begin our story the Lord gives Jeremiah a living illustration when he tells him…”Go 

and buy a linen loincloth and put it on, but do not wash it.” 2 So I bought the loincloth as the 

Lord directed me, and I put it on. 3 Then the Lord gave me another message: 4 “Take the linen 

loincloth you are wearing, and go to the Euphrates River. Hide it there in a hole in the rocks.” 
5 So I went and hid it by the Euphrates as the Lord had instructed me.  
6 A long time afterward the Lord said to me, “Go back to the Euphrates and get the loincloth I 

told you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Euphrates and dug it out of the hole where I had hidden 

it. But now it was rotting and falling apart. The loincloth was good for nothing. 8 Then I received 

this message from the Lord: 9 “This is what the Lord says: This shows how I will rot away the 

pride of Judah and Jerusalem. 10 These wicked people refuse to listen to me. They stubbornly 

follow their own desires and worship other gods. Therefore, they will become like this 

loincloth—good for nothing! 11 As a loincloth clings to a man’s waist, so I created Judah and 

Israel to cling to me, says the Lord. They were to be my people, my pride, my glory—an honor to 

my name. But they would not listen to me.  

 In contrast to a people who did not listen Jeremiah was obedient to the Lord’s directions. Jesus 

tells us in John 14:15 “You are my friends if you do what I command.” It also says in Romans 

8:14 “For all who are being led by the spirit are the sons of God.” When we are obedient to 

the Lord we bless others by building up God’s Kingdom. Jesus was an amazing example of 

obedience when it says in Philippians 2:8 says, He humbled himself in obedience to God and 

died a criminal's death on a cross. As we reflect on that verse from Philippians we begin to 

realize that when we are obedient we give up our will to do the will of our heavenly Father…to 

build His Kingdom, but this is not easy. Phil. 4:13 says, I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me. 1Chronicles 16:1 Search for the Lord and for his strength; continually seek 

him. Where in your life today is the Lord calling you to be obedient? 

As we continue with the first part of the story Jeremiah obediently purchases a loincloth and 

hides it a hole in the rock at the Euphrates River and sometime later the Lord calls him to dig it 

back up. When Jeremiah digs up the loincloth it was rotting and falling apart and good for 

nothing. A very interesting illustration. The one thing we know about rotting is it takes time and 

if Jeremiah would have gone back the next day and just washed the loincloth out there would 

have been very little damage. But rotting takes time. This is what has happened to Judah and it 

can happen to us. Drifting away from the Lord is like a slow fade because a relationship with the 

Lord needs to be maintained, and when it doesn’t it begins to rot or deteriorate. Part of the 

consequence of rotting in our relationship with the Lord is not listening. In our story, the word 

listen means to listen and to obey. The people in the days of Jeremiah had stopped listening to 

the Lord and they became wicked, filled with  pride, arrogant and walked in darkness. When I 

stop listening to the Lord I begin to drift away from Him. 

What are ways that we can drift away from the Lord like the people in the days of Jeremiah? 1 

John 2:15-  Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you 
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do not have the love of the Father in you. The world is like a giant fishing lure full of temptations 

that takes our focus off of Jesus.  Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, 

especially the sin that so easily trips us up. 

How do I keep myself from drifting? Be alert remembering you are in a spiritual battle and 

your protection is found in the Lord. There is a reason animals travel in herds, birds travel in 

flocks, fish travel in schools and people attend worship together and become a body of believers.  

Ephesians 6:10-17 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of 

God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we 

are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the 

unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly 

places.  
13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the 

time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on 

the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that 

comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In addition to all of these, hold 

up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and 

take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

      The last part of Hebrews 12:1 says, “And let us run with endurance the race God has 

set before us.” Hebrews 2:1 says, “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we 

have heard, so that we do not drift away.” Galatians 6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing 

good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Philippians 3:13-14 

Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize 

for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

     As we look at the last part of our story the Lord is going to rot away the pride of Judah 

and Jerusalem. He is going to bring discipline in order to get their attention. The Lord warns 

Judah and Jerusalem to listen and pay attention. 15 Listen and pay attention! Do not be arrogant, 

for the Lord has spoken. 16 Give glory to the Lord your God before it is too late. Acknowledge 

him before he brings darkness upon you, causing you to stumble and fall on the darkening 

mountains. For then, when you look for light, you will find only terrible darkness and 

gloom. 17 And if you still refuse to listen, I will weep alone because of your pride. My eyes will 

overflow with tears, because the Lord’s flock will be led away into exile.  

As we look at the last part of our story we observe a common Biblical theme “God calls us back 

to Himself!” God is forever calling us back to Himself, back to the cross. It is our choice to stay 

where we are or to return the father’s arms.  In God’s mercy and grace, he gives us chance after 

chance to repent of our sins when we fall short. He does not require us to be perfect, but to turn 

away from our sin and turn toward him. 1 John 1:9-10 But if we confess our sins to him, he is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we 

have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our 
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hearts. As you reflect on your life maybe you have drifted away from the Lord, maybe 

something in your life is taking you away from the body of Christ, and you are not listening like 

you once did…but today the Lord is calling you to repentance, calling you back to the cross 

where he wants to restore you and set you on a new path. Amen.  
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Message 13 / Sermon Series: Trials of the Prophets / Sermon Theme: Lord, Mold My Heart 

/ Text: Jeremiah 28:1-17 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / Date: July 30, 2017 

     To set our story in context Jeremiah who has been a prophet for about 30 years receives a 

message from the Lord in the early in the reign of King Zedekiah son of Josiah, king of 

Judah.2  “Make a yoke, and fasten it on your neck with leather straps. 3 Then send messages to 

the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon through their ambassadors who have come 

to see King Zedekiah in Jerusalem. 4 Give them this message for their masters: ‘This is what 

the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: 5 With my great strength and powerful arm 

I made the earth and all its people and every animal. I can give these things of mine to anyone I 

choose. 6 Now I will give your countries to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, who is my 

servant. I have put everything, even the wild animals, under his control. 7 All the nations will 

serve him, his son, and his grandson until his time is up. Then many nations and great kings will 

conquer and rule over Babylon. 8 So you must submit to Babylon’s king and serve him; put your 

neck under Babylon’s yoke! I will punish any nation that refuses to be his slave, says the Lord. I 

will send war, famine, and disease upon that nation until Babylon has conquered it. 
     9 “‘Do not listen to your false prophets, fortune-tellers, interpreters of dreams, mediums, and 

sorcerers who say, “The king of Babylon will not conquer you.”10 They are all liars, and their lies 

will lead to your being driven out of your land. I will drive you out and send you far away to 

die. 11 But the people of any nation that submits to the king of Babylon will be allowed to stay in 

their own country to farm the land as usual. I, the Lord, have spoken!’”12 Then I repeated this 

same message to King Zedekiah of Judah. “If you want to live, submit to the yoke of the king of 

Babylon and his people.  

28 1-2 Later that same year (it was in the fifth month of King Zedekiah’s fourth year) Hananiah 

son of Azzur, a prophet from Gibeon, confronted Jeremiah in the Temple of God in front of the 

priests and all the people who were there.  

     Hananiah said: 2-4 “This Message is straight from God-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of 

Israel: ‘I will most certainly break the yoke of the king of Babylon. Before two years are out I’ll 

have all the furnishings of God’s Temple back here, all the things that Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon plundered and hauled off to Babylon. I’ll also bring back Jehoiachin son of Jehoiakim 

king of Judah and all the exiles who were taken off to Babylon.’ God’s Decree. ‘Yes, I will break 

the king of Babylon’s yoke. You’ll no longer be in harness to him.’” 
5-9 Prophet Jeremiah stood up to prophet Hananiah in front of the priests and all the people who 

were in God’s Temple that day. Prophet Jeremiah said, “Wonderful! Would that it were true—

that God would validate your preaching by bringing the Temple furnishings and all the exiles 

back from Babylon. But listen to me, listen closely. Listen to what I tell both you and all the 

people here today: The old prophets, the ones before our time, preached judgment against many 

countries and kingdoms, warning of war and disaster and plague. So any prophet who preaches 

that everything is just fine and there’s nothing to worry about stands out like a sore thumb. We’ll 

wait and see. If it happens, it happens—and then we’ll know that God sent him.” 
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10-11 At that, Hananiah grabbed the yoke from Jeremiah’s shoulders and smashed it. And then he 

addressed the people: “This is God’s Message: In just this way I will smash the yoke of the king 

of Babylon and get him off the neck of all the nations—and within two years.” Jeremiah walked 

out. 
12-14 Later, sometime after Hananiah had smashed the yoke from off his shoulders, Jeremiah 

received this Message from God: “Go back to Hananiah and tell him, ‘This is God’s Message: 

You smashed the wooden yoke-bars; now you’ve got iron yoke-bars. This is a Message 

from God-of-the-Angel-Armies, Israel’s own God: I’ve put an iron yoke on all these nations. 

They’re harnessed to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. They’ll do just what he tells them. Why, 

I’m even putting him in charge of the wild animals.’” 
15-16 So prophet Jeremiah told prophet Hananiah, “Hold it, Hananiah! God never sent you. 

You’ve talked the whole country into believing a pack of lies! And so Godsays, ‘You claim to be 

sent? I’ll send you all right—right off the face of the earth! Before the year is out, you’ll be dead 

because you fomented sedition against God.’” A story from God’s word.  

     As we look back in our context of our story in Jeremiah chapter 27 the Lord gives a warning 

through the prophet Jeremiah because of their sin against God to Judah’s king Zedekiah and also 

to the kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon that they are to submit to King 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and serve him. In a dramatic display the Lord tells Jeremiah to 

make a yoke and fasten it on your neck with leather straps symbolic of the message he is giving 

these kings  to be yoked to Babylon. The Lord through Jeremiah also tells all these kings if they 

refuse to submit to Babylon’s king and serve him the Lord will punish them with war, famine, 

and disease until they have been conquered by Babylon. 

     Earlier in his ministry the Lord told Jeremiah to hide a linen under garment in the rocks at the 

Euphrates River. A long time later the Lord told him to dig it out and when he did it was rotted 

and falling apart…it was good for nothing. The Lord told Jeremiah that he was going to rot away 

the pride of Judah and Jerusalem. To rot takes a long time and the Lord was going to use 

Babylon to put on yoke on Judah and rot her pride away. The Lord gave them two choices…they 

could submit to Babylon or not submit. If they did not submit the Lord said they would suffer 

through war, famine, and disease and then they would submit.   

     As we review this part of the story we need to ask the question what is the Lord teaching us 

and how does this apply to my life? Submission to the Lord opens the door to God’s will who 

has an amazing plan for my life. God wanted Jerusalem and Judah as well as these other 

nations to repent and turn toward him. They were going to take a time out under the yoke of 

Babylon for their own good, but if they refused they would suffer greatly before it happened. The 

leaders all had free will, but God’s will at this time was submit.  

      We live in a culture of do your own thing, follow your dreams…who cares about anyone 

else, and any other thing that has to do with me first. It the end this is deceptive, self-destructive, 

empty, and an attempt by satan to destroy us and those around us by never growing up beyond 

age 3 when you think and act the world revolves around you. What does the Lord teach us from 

his word about submitting to Him? 
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• Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 

understanding. 6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  

• James 4:7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

• Hebrews 3:15 Remember what it says: “Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden 

your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.”  

     When I trust in the Lord, when I am lead by him, when I humble myself and listen to his 

voice the Lord can unfold his amazing plan for my life that is transformational. But the key to 

this transformation is I need to submit and that is when I really become an adult in the faith. 

      In the last part of the context of our story Jeremiah warns the people against false prophets 

who say the king of Babylon will not conquer you. As we enter into our text which is the same 

year the prophet Hananiah confronts Jeremiah in the Temple of God in front of the priests and all 

the people that were there saying that within two years the yoke of the King of Babylon will be 

broken. He goes on to say the furnishings of the temple will be returned from Babylon along 

with the captives that were taken away. (A word from the God of Israel) As we recall from the 

context of the story this is just the opposite of what Jeremiah has been preaching who has been a 

prophet for over 30 years and who has never been wrong.  

     Jeremiah confronts Hananiah saying he hopes the Lord would validate his preaching by 

bringing the temple furnishings and all the exiles back from Babylon. But listen to me, listen 

closely. Listen to what I tell both you and all the people here today: The old prophets, the ones 

before our time, preached judgment against many countries and kingdoms, warning of war and 

disaster and plague. So any prophet who preaches that everything is just fine and there’s nothing 

to worry about stands out like a sore thumb. We’ll wait and see. If it happens, it happens—and 

then we’ll know that God sent him.”10-11 At that, Hananiah grabbed the yoke from Jeremiah’s 

shoulders and smashed it. And then he addressed the people: “This is God’s Message: In just 

this way I will smash the yoke of the king of Babylon and get him off the neck of all the nations—

and within two years.” Jeremiah walked out.  

     Like the people in the days of Jeremiah we often hear two opposing views. We hear the 

worlds view and God’s view. Satan likes to take the Biblical view and turn it upside down saying 

that it is obsolete and not progressive. In the days of Jeremiah God’s words were ones of 

correction and the false view was one of making you feel good. How do I know which is right 

and who is not so I am not deceived by the enemy? When I ask the Lord for wisdom and 

spend time in his word he will direct my path.  

     James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him.” Any discussion about wisdom must include this 

verse, because it clearly states its source. God is the giver of wisdom, and he loves to grant it to 

us if we but ask him for it. I often find myself asking the Lord for wisdom, because I need his 

help and guidance. And the good news is that he gives it to me and to all who would ask for it 

generously and without reproach or condemnation 

     Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
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thankfulness in your hearts to God.” One of the best ways that we can gain wisdom today, 

besides asking God for it, is found in reading the Bible and to get the word of God into our heart.  

     As we look at the last part of our story Jeremiah receives a word from the Lord that 

Hananiah is a false prophet, that God never sent him and that he talked the whole country into 

believing a pack of lies. Because of this Jeremiah told Hananiah he would be dead by the end of 

the year and within eight weeks he was. What was the root cause behind Hananiah giving the 

people false hopes? It was his character. A person’s character is the sum of our disposition, 

thoughts, intentions, desires and actions. Character is influenced by our choices. Hananiah made 

a choice to tell people what they wanted to hear. Jeremiah also made a choice to tell people the 

hard truth that was given to him by the Lord. God sometimes uses trials to strengthen our 

character. Romans 5:3-4 says, 3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for 

we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, 

and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. Proverbs 17:3 says, Fire tests the 

purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart. Character is a person’s heart coming to 

the surface.   

    Character is never built in a classroom. Character is built in the circumstances of life. The 

classroom Bible study is simply the place to identify character qualities and teach how character 

is developed. When we understand how God uses circumstances to develop character, we are 

able to respond correctly when God places us in character-building opportunities. 

     God builds character in our lives by allowing us to experience situations where we are 

tempted to do the exact opposite of the character quality. Character development always involves 

a choice. When we make the right choice, our character grows more like Christ. If you want to 

know what Christ-like character looks like, a good place to start is the list of nine character 

qualities Paul enumerates in Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control" (NIV). 

     The fruit of the Spirit is a perfect picture of Christ. He embodied all nine qualities. If we are 

going to develop Christ-like character, we, too, must have these qualities in your life. 

Whenever we choose to respond to a situation in God’s way instead of following our natural 

inclination, we develop character. For this reason, he allows all kinds of character-building 

circumstances: conflict, disappointment, difficulty, temptation, times of dryness, and delays. 

   As we close our time today let us turn to the cross of Jesus whose life was a summary of our 

main thoughts today. Jesus as our Saviour modeled submission as he submitted to his heavenly 

father and his submission lead him to the cross. When Jesus submission brought him death, but it 

brought us life as He died for our sins. Jesus was true man and true God whose wisdom enabled 

him never to lose focus on His Father’s plan. A plan that would include death and suffering to 

save us. Lastly godly character. As Jesus was hanging on the cross his character was on display 

as his first words were not about himself but others…Father forgive them for they do not know 

what they are doing. Through submission, godly wisdom and godly character the Lord made a 

way for us to come to his Father. Today take time to rejoice in what the Lord has done for you. 

Amen.   
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Message 14 | Sermon Series: Trials of the Prophets | Sermon Theme: Lord, Encourage me 

in the Battle |Text: Jeremiah 38:1-13 | Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves | Date: August 6, 20 

 

To set our story in context, Jeremiah had been a faithful prophet of the Lord for over 35 

years proclaiming the word calling Judah as a nation and the city of Jerusalem back to the Lord. 

Because of the sin of the people the Lord was going to give Judah and her capital Jerusalem into 

the hands of the Babylonians to break her of her pride. If the people surrendered and served the 

King of Babylon as instructed by Jeremiah they were going to be able to stay in their land, but if 

they didn’t surrender they would suffer through war, famine and disease before being conquered 

and exiled from their land. Neither King Zedekiah or his attendants or the people of the land paid 

any attention to the words the Lord spoke through Jeremiah. During this time Jeremiah was 

about to leave the city of Jerusalem when he was stopped by the Captain of the Guard who 

accused him of turning himself over to the Babylonians. In reality Jeremiah was on his way to 

Benjamin to take care of some business, but the guard did not believe him. The Captain of the 

Guard took Jeremiah before King Zedekiah who then put him in the Courtyard of the Guard.  

     Now Shephatiah and three other officials heard what Jeremiah had been telling the people. 

He had been saying, 2 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Everyone who stays in Jerusalem will die 

from war, famine, or disease, but those who surrender to the Babylonians will live. Their reward 

will be life. They will live!’ 3 The Lord also says: ‘The city of Jerusalem will certainly be handed 

over to the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’ ”  
4 So these officials went to the king and said, “Sir, this man must die! That kind of talk will 

undermine the morale of the few fighting men we have left, as well as that of all the people. This 

man is a traitor!”  
5 King Zedekiah agreed. “All right,” he said. “Do as you like. I can’t stop you.”  
6 So the officials took Jeremiah from his cell and lowered him by ropes into an empty cistern in 

the prison yard. It belonged to Malkijah, a member of the royal family. There was no water in the 

cistern, but there was a thick layer of mud at the bottom, and Jeremiah sank down into it.  
7 But Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an important court official, heard that Jeremiah was in the 

cistern. At that time the king was holding court at the Benjamin Gate, 8 so Ebed-melech rushed 

from the palace to speak with him. 9 “My lord the king,” he said, “these men have done a very 

evil thing in putting Jeremiah the prophet into the cistern. He will soon die of hunger, for almost 

all the bread in the city is gone.”  
10 So the king told Ebed-melech, “Take thirty of my men with you, and pull Jeremiah out of the 

cistern before he dies.”  
11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him and went to a room in the palace beneath the treasury, 

where he found some old rags and discarded clothing. He carried these to the cistern and lowered 

them to Jeremiah on a rope. 12 Ebed-melech called down to Jeremiah, “Put these rags under your 

armpits to protect you from the ropes.” Then when Jeremiah was ready, 13 they pulled him out. 

So, Jeremiah was returned to the courtyard of the guard—the palace prison—where he 

remained.  
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  I want to go back to the context of our story and look at the faithfulness of Jeremiah verses 

those around him who were living in the moment without God’s perspective. As we look at our 

story today it had been a difficult ministry for Jeremiah as he faithfully proclaimed a message 

telling the people to surrender to the Babylonians and if you stay in the city you will die. It says 

in Jeremiah 37:2 But neither King Zedekiah nor his attendants nor the people who were left in 

the land listened to what the Lord said through Jeremiah. Now the word listen means to listen 

and obey. What this is saying is the people of the land disregarded God’s warnings, but at the 

same time Jeremiah was faithful about warning the people because the Lord still wanted the best 

for them. Our first thought is being faithful to God gives me an eternal perspective that 

propels me forward in the spiritual battle.  

Just because you are a believer and doing what the Lord is directing you doesn’t mean your life 

is going to be easy and you are never going to have a challenge. When you become a true 

believer that has been transformed by Jesus Christ it changes your priorities concerning money, 

things, time, friends, family, and eternity. On the other side of the coin life is most disappointing 

and most despairing when we live, as through this world is all we have. This present world only 

makes sense when lived in the light of eternity. The Apostle Paul said, And if our hope in Christ 

is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. (I Cor. 15:19) How was 

Jeremiah able to keep moving forward with the Lord? He lived his life in light of eternity. Psalm 

16:8 says, “I know the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me.” 

     In the next part of our story Shephatiah and three other officials heard what Jeremiah had 

been telling the people. He had been saying, 2 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Everyone who stays 

in Jerusalem will die from war, famine, or disease, but those who surrender to the Babylonians 

will live. Their reward will be life. They will live!’ 3 The Lord also says: ‘The city of Jerusalem 

will certainly be handed over to the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.’ ”  
4 So these officials went to the king and said, “Sir, this man must die! That kind of talk will 

undermine the morale of the few fighting men we have left, as well as that of all the people. This 

man is a traitor!”  
5 King Zedekiah agreed. “All right,” he said. “Do as you like. I can’t stop you.”  
6 So the officials took Jeremiah from his cell and lowered him by ropes into an empty cistern in 

the prison yard. There was no water in the cistern, but there was a thick layer of mud at the 

bottom, and Jeremiah sank down into it.  

Let’s unpack this part of the story…what is the Lord telling us? If God is holy and good and all 

powerful why would the Lord let one of his faithful prophets suffer by being put in a cistern? 

Maybe you have asked a similar question? Why did my child have to die in an accident, cancer, 

or be born handicapped, why did I have a miscarriage, or why was I abused as a child or as an 

adult? Why did my spouse leave me? Why are child starving in the world…they have done 

nothing wrong? Why didn’t God stop this if he is all powerful and loving? Why am I suffering?  

I think it is important that we take some time today to address this issue that so many people 

wrestle with. In our story, today there were a four officials and King Zedekiah that did not want 

to listen to the Lord. Although listening and obeying the Lord’s message through Jeremiah was 
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the best thing for all five of these men they each had free will and each made a choice not to 

follow the Lord’s direction. Their choices resulted in blaming Jeremiah and putting him in the 

cistern.  

When the Lord created man, he gave us free will. The Lord did not make us robots who had to 

love and worship him because we were programed like a computer. He gave us free will to love 

and follow him or to turn away. Because Adam and Eve chose to sin and disobeyed the Lord in 

the Garden of Eden the world fell into a fallen state. Man, no longer lived in a perfect world. 

Man’s choices moving forward would not always be what the Lord wanted and usually self-

centered not God centered. It was not God’s will for Jeremiah to be put in a cistern.  

But in the midst of this God is at work carrying out his plan in midst of a sinful world. A plan 

that would involve sending his own son into the world to die for our sin and take our 

punishment.  

• The Scripture tells us that the Lord is good…Psalm 106:1 says, “Praise the LORD! Oh 

give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 

• The Scripture tells us that the Lord is all powerful: Psalm 33:9 “For he spoke, and it 

came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.” 

• The Scripture tells us that the Lord is all knowing: Psalm 147:5 Great is our Lord and 

abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite. 

     If God is good, all powerful and all knowing this means the Lord is always working at 

optimum meaning he is always making the best choice to work through the sin of mankind and it 

consequences. One day all the heart ache we know of this world will be over never to happen 

again for God’s plan of restoration will have been complete.  Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the 

Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. In many ways, we just 

need to place our faith in the Lord like Jeremiah did for we may not always understand what the 

Lord is doing, but we must have faith that the Lord is good and he loves us more than we can 

ever imagine. Philippians 3:12-14 says, I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these 

things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for 

which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but 

I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press 

on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ 

Jesus, is calling us.  

     As we turn to the last part of our story Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an important court 

official, heard that Jeremiah was in the cistern. At that time the king was holding court at the 

Benjamin Gate, 8 so Ebed-melech rushed from the palace to speak with him. 9 “My lord the 

king,” he said, “these men have done a very evil thing in putting Jeremiah the prophet into the 

cistern. He will soon die of hunger, for almost all the bread in the city is gone.”  
10 So the king told Ebed-melech, “Take thirty of my men with you, and pull Jeremiah out of the 

cistern before he dies.”11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him and went to a room in the 

palace beneath the treasury, where he found some old rags and discarded clothing. He carried 

these to the cistern and lowered them to Jeremiah on a rope. 12 Ebed-melech called down to 
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Jeremiah, “Put these rags under your armpits to protect you from the ropes.” Then when 

Jeremiah was ready, 13 they pulled him out. 

As we reflect on this part of the story I want you to think about Ebed-melech with this 

thought…Compassion for others calls me to put my faith into action. Compassion is not just 

empathy for a person, but it is taking the next step to take action. This act of compassion by 

Ebed-melech gives great insight in his heart that he was so concerned about Jeremiah he was 

willing to risk talking to the king, which could have landed him in the same cistern. CH 

Spurgeon once said If you would sum up the whole character of Christ in reference to ourselves, 

it might be gathered into this one sentence, "He was moved with compassion." The wonder that 

He ever came into this World magnifies His compassion. The eternal Son of God walked here 

upon this Earth. He was and is the one who deserves to be worshipped yet He came to a place 

where men would reject him, where men would cry "away with Him", He came to a World of 

sin. He was rich yet for our sakes He became poor that through His poverty might be made rich. 

Yet his compassion went even further. His compassion led him to the cross where the sin we 

deserved was placed on him. That is why he went to the cross. His first words form the cross 

were Father Forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. It wasn’t fair for God who 

was without sin to die for us, but Jesus put all the unfairness, all that sin on himself so we could 

be saved…so we could be called to faith…so one day we could live with him in heaven for all 

eternity. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 


