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Introduction: The purpose of this series was to gather spiritual insight into the last week of 

Jesus on earth from his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to His Resurrection. Just as Jesus 

was victorious through his trials you can also triumph over your trials in life with the Lord’s 

help. In addition, as we explored the life of Jesus during Holy week I wanted people to be drawn 

into the story each week looking at the overall arching themes that were presented in the passage 

and how that translates into every day application as we live out our faith.  

 

The Road to Victory is a six-part sermon series with the following themes: 

 

Message 01 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Lord…Give Me a Servant’s Heart / 

Sermon Text: Matthew 20:29-34 and Matthew 21:1-11: Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / March 5, 

2017 

 

Message 02 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Why Did Jesus Zap That Fig Tree, 

Anyway? / Text: Mark 11:12-25 / Speaker: Pastor Paula Graves / March 12, 2017 

 

Message 03 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Being Fruitful in Kingdom of God / 

Text: John 12:35-43 / John 13:1-17 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / March 19, 2017 

 

Message 04 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Godly Character Changes My Life / 

Text: Luke 22:7-23 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / April 2, 2017 

 

Message 05 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Them: The Crucifixion of Jesus / Text: Luke 

23:26-49 / Speaker Pastor Tom Graves / April 9, 2017 

 

Message 06 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: The Resurrection of Jesus / Text: 

Matthew 27:57-66 and Matthew 28:1-10 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / April 16, 2017 
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Message 01 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Lord…Give Me a Servant’s 

Heart / Sermon Text: Matthew 20:29-34 and Matthew 21:1-11: Speaker: Pastor Tom 

Graves / March 5, 2017 

 

    To set the context of our story, Jesus is with his disciples as they are traveling to Jerusalem 

where He will die for the sins of the people on Passover. As we look at the celebration of the 

Passover it always pointed toward Jesus. In the original Passover, they were to take in a male 

sheep a year old without defect and take care of it for several days until the 14th day of the 

month. Then they killed the lamb and took some of the blood and put in on the doorframes of 

their home so the angel of death would Passover. In John 1:29 John the Baptist calls Jesus…the 

lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

     Jesus has completed his three years of ministry…His time had come and as He was going up 

to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside privately and told them what was going to 

happen to him. 17 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and 

said to them, 18 “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will turn him over to 

the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”  

      Following this dialog, the mother of James and John comes to Jesus to ask Him a favor 

which was when you come into your kingdom may my sons sit on your right and left. Jesus told 

her that those places belong to those His father had chosen. This caused a big up-roar with the 

rest of the disciples and then 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with 

you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 

wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

     Jesus had told the disciples what it meant to be a servant and now as they continue their 

journey Jesus puts his words into action. And now a story from God’s word.  
29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two blind 

men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, 

“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!”  
31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, 

Son of David, have mercy on us!”  
32 Jesus stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  
33 “Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.”  
34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight 

and followed him.  

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 

two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a 

donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 

anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  
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4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5“Say to the Daughter of 

Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’ 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey 

and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! “Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds 

answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” A story from God’s word. 

I want to go back to the context and look at what Jesus told the disciples, which is really the 

model for all believers… 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with 

you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 

wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

     What is Jesus saying to us? It is the opposite of the world tells us. It is the opposite of our 

sinful nature, and often the opposite of what really goes on in most churches. So, on my journey 

of faith how do I grow in being a servant? I think we really need to begin with crying out in 

prayer…change my heart O God. Lord give me a servant’s heart. Help me Lord to share my 

time, treasure and talent to build the Kingdom of God. I don’t know about you, but even at my 

age I am still learning how to share and I need the Lord’s help to continue to be changed.   

     Recently as a church many people in our congregation were praying about the possibility of 

supporting Pastor Fredy Castro at World Wide Heart to Heart so he could be a full time pastor 

instead of being a worker priest. As we prayed the Elders felt we needed to do this so we made a 

commitment to support Pastor Fredy at $500.00 a month, which is a large commitment for a 

small church. The world would say…you better keep that money for yourself…don’t share…you 

might not have enough. Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.” 

 When Paula and I spoke to Amy Serrano one of the Directors of World Wide Heart to Heart 

on Friday we learned a little bit more about Fredy. Working at his job and the church required 

Fredy to work over 60 plus hours a week…week in and week out. From what we gathered from 

talking to Amy was Fredy was nearing burn out. We at Light of Christ were given the privilege 

by God to answer his prayers for help. I don’t think any of us knew how difficult his situation 

was. It is no wonder he was overwhelmed with joy and thankfulness to the Lord and for us.  

Our first thought is when I grow in being a servant the Lord gives me opportunities to 

answer other people’s prayers. Romans 12:1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s 

mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual 

act of worship. 
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With the thought of being a servant let’s move to the next part of our story where Jesus 

encounters two blind men along the side of the road as they were leaving Jericho on the way to 

Jerusalem. As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. 30 Two 

blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they 

shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 31 The crowd rebuked them and told them to 

be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 32 Jesus 

stopped and called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 33 “Lord,” they 

answered, “we want our sight.” 34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. 

Immediately they received their sight and followed him.  

I think we need to put ourselves in the story and ask the question…Lord what are you trying 

to teach me in this story? These blind men although they were blind had heard about Jesus and 

were crying out to him, Lord son of David have mercy on us. To have mercy is a blessing that is 

an act of Divine favor or compassion. While others could see with their eyes these men could see 

with their hearts. They were persistent, doing their best to get to Jesus by calling out to 

him…trying to get through all the clamor of the crowd.  

Have you ever cried out to the Lord in fervent prayer…Lord do you hear me? Lord I am 

desperate? We don’t know the stories of these men, but we do know the life of a beggar is a 

humble existence, but instead of being bitter they were crying out to God because they knew the 

love of Jesus who touched people in need. They knew the Lord could set them on a new path. 

While others were telling them to be quiet, Jesus stopped…he took time…he demonstrated being 

a servant. He called out to them…what would you like me to do for you? Lord they said we want 

our sight. Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes and immediately they received 

their sight and they followed Him. In the Gospel of Mark Jesus says Go, your faith has made you 

well.  

If the Lord asked you at this moment…what would you like me to do for you…how would 

you respond? Before we came to faith we too were blind like lyrics in the words of the song 

Amazing Grace. Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me. I once was 

lost but now I'm found, Was blind, but now I see. 

     When I can truly see, I want to follow Jesus not because I have to, but because my heart 

has been transformed. When my eyes become open I begin to develop a greater compassion for 

others, and I begin to be more aware of the people the Lord brings into my life. How does this 

change come about? When I humble myself before the Lord…repent of my sins and turn toward 

him…and over time my life begins to change. Matthew 16:24 says, “Then Jesus said to his 

disciples, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up 

your cross, and follow me.” 

     Jesus is now about enter Jerusalem and he sends two disciples to go into the village ahead of 

you and you will find a donkey tied there with her colt by her…untie them and bring them to me. 

This fulfills what was written by the prophet…say to the Daughter of Zion, see, your king comes 

to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt the foal of a donkey.  
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      Jesus again demonstrates the servant’s heart with lowliness and humility the traits of a 

servant who has come to serve and not to be served. While people were joyful and placing their 

cloaks and palm branches before him, Jesus knew the sacrifice that laid ahead of him. Jesus 

knew the cross was on the journey ahead, but he kept going…carrying out the will of His Father. 

What does the Lord tell us about humility…James 4:10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 

he will lift you up. Colossians 3:12 says, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 

     Our closing thought is when I humble myself before the Lord it changes my heart 

opening my eyes to the needs of others. It goes without saying that our Saviour Jesus humble 

heart knew our greatest need was forgiveness. Our need of forgiveness would lead him to the 

cross where he would lay his life down for us…so everyone who places their faith in him could 

spiritually see.  

      Do you need a heart change? Do you need to grow in compassion and being a servant? I 

think we all could if we are truthful to ourselves. The good news is our Lord Jesus is waiting 

now for us to come to us in prayer…to repent of our sins and ask him to change my heart O God. 

Amen. Sermon Reflection 
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Message 02 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Why Did Jesus Zap That Fig 

Tree, Anyway? / Text: Mark 11:12-25 / Speaker: Pastor Paula Graves / March 12, 2017 

  

      If you are like me, there are parts of scripture that are troubling and hard to understand. 

Today’s text is one of those for me.  In the past, I have just skipped over these sections and gone 

to something that was more understandable. Last week, Pastor Tom preached about the 

compassion of Jesus for the blind men. That is the picture of Jesus that we all like. He is the one 

who rescues us because of His love for us. Our text today shows a different side of Jesus and We 

may wonder why Jesus zapped that fig tree. This doesn’t seem to be in the character of Jesus. 

To our 21st century view, to kill what seems to be an innocent fig tree and over turn business in 

the temple seems violent and just the opposite of last week’s sermon text. 

Context 

     Let’s set our story in context. The first part of our text happens the day after Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem and the last part happens on the next day. Jerusalem is preparing for the 

Passover. This is one of 3 festivals that devout Jewish people would attend each year so 

Jerusalem is overflowing with pilgrims from around the known world. Jesus seems to be staying 

in Bethany which is a small village just outside of Jerusalem. This is the same town that Lazarus, 

Mary, and Martha lived. We don’t know for sure that Jesus was staying at their house, but it 

could have been a possibility. 

     The story of the fig tree and the cleansing of the temple is also recorded in Matthew, but as 

separate stories. Mark intertwines these stories to tell an even bigger story. Scholars have a name 

for this technique – the Marken sandwich. Mark begins with the story of the fig, proceeds to the 

story of Jesus in the temple, and then returns to the story of the fig. As we will see, this tells us 

that these seemingly separate items, the fig and the temple, are really connected in some way. 

     We also need a little more background on these two things and what these would have meant 

to the original hearers of the story. 

     We don’t grow figs here in the upper Midwest because our climate is too cold. A Fig Newton 

is as close as most of us get to a fig. When we lived on the coast of Washington state, however, I 

could grow figs. I found out that the fruit of the fig tree begins to grow even before the leaves 

appear. When the leaves come, they tend to hide the fruit from sight because both are green. The 

fruit doesn’t become readily visible until it begins to ripen and turn a browner color. So, we need 

to understand that if a fig tree has leaves, it should have fruit. 

     The people of the day would also have understood the fig as a symbol for the nation of Israel. 

Let me give you an analogy. Here is an image that is familiar to all of us – yes, Bucky Badger. 

Wisconsin is the badger state and Bucky is the mascot for UW-Madison. Now if an opposing 

team came into Madison with a picture of a dead Bucky on the side of the bus, what message 

would that convey? Yes, that they intended to beat the UW team. No words need to be said, you 

would immediately know what they meant by the picture, correct? The presence of a fruitful fig 

tree was a symbol of blessing and prosperity for the nation of Israel. Likewise, the absence or 

death of a fig tree would symbolize judgment and rejection. 
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      We also need to understand something about the temple. We don’t have any institution that 

is comparable today. In that day, the temple would have been like combining the Vatican, with 

Wall Street, with the White House. It was the center of religious, economic, and political 

influence. Granted, the Jews had limited political power because they were under the rule of 

Rome, but what they did have was centered at the temple.  

     Many times, when we visualize the temple as we hear the stories, we picture our 21st century 

church. The temple was laid out very differently. First, it was built on the highest point in 

Jerusalem, so it was a temple mount. 

     Here is a diagram of the temple of Jesus’ day. You can see that it has several layers of space. 

There is a large area for the Gentiles around the temple proper. It had been God’s design from 

the beginning to use the Jewish nation as an example to the other nations so that they would be 

drawn to God. The Jews, however, instead of being inviting to others became proud and club-

like. The Court of the Gentiles would have been where the stalls of animals for sale would have 

been located. As a good Jew, you would need to present a Passover sacrifice. The priests had 

made it convenient for the worshippers. Since many were coming from great distances, you 

didn’t have to bring an animal all that distance. You could just purchase one there. And you had 

to pay the temple tax with specific coinage not just the money of the country. The priests also 

provided currency exchange booths in this same space. 

     The priests probably took advantage of this situation to make a little money on the side. The 

same type of thing happens today. I can go to the convenience store here in town and get a quart 

size fountain soda for 99 cents. Now, if I go to a Packer game and want a soda, can I get the 

same deal? Of course not, I can’t carry anything into the stadium and if I’m thirsty I have to pay 

what they charge. It was the same in the temple with the animals and coinage. 

     So, to conclude this very long context, our story happens on the Monday of Holy Week. 

Through OT teaching the people of Jesus’ day would have known that the fig tree is a symbol for 

Israel. A fruitful tree denotes blessings; a barren tree denotes judgement. The temple is supposed 

to be open to Gentiles so that they can come to know God. Pride and some corruption had 

entered into the temple worship. Now with all this background, listen to 
 

A Story from the Word of God 
 12 The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 He noticed a fig 

tree in full leaf a little way off, so he went over to see if he could find any figs. But there were 

only leaves because it was too early in the season for fruit. 14 Then Jesus said to the tree, “May 

no one ever eat your fruit again!” And the disciples heard him say it.  
 15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out 

the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money 

changers and the chairs of those selling doves, 16 and he stopped everyone from using the Temple 

as a marketplace 17 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house 

of prayer for all nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.  
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18 When the leading priests and teachers of religious law heard what Jesus had done, they began 

planning how to kill him. But they were afraid of him because the people were so amazed at his 

teaching.  
19 That evening Jesus and the disciples left the city.  
 20 The next morning as they passed by the fig tree he had cursed, the disciples noticed it 

had withered from the roots up. 21 Peter remembered what Jesus had said to the tree on the 

previous day and exclaimed, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree you cursed has withered and died!” 
22 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23 I tell you the truth, you can say to this 

mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really 

believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart. 24 I tell you, you can pray for anything, 

and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours. 25 But when you are praying, first 

forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your 

sins, too.”  

A story from the Word of God 

     Mark intertwines these stories to tell a bigger story so let’s look a little closer at this Marken 

sandwich. You can eat the toast and filling separately but when you eat them together, you get a 

different flavor. In the same way, when we take the two stories intertwined in our text together, 

we get a different flavor. 

      The first slice of bread is the cursing of the fig. Jesus is hungry but there is no fruit on a tree 

that should have had fruit. It looks great from the outside, but barren on the inside. No fruit. This 

same kind of thing happens in individuals. Some people look great on the inside but as you get to 

know them, there is no fruit in their lives. The same thing can be true of churches. They may 

look great from the outside, but do not bear any fruit.  

Luke records that John the Baptist used similar imagery: 

When the crowds came to John for baptism, he said, “You brood of snakes! Who warned you to 

flee the coming wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and 

turned to God. Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ 

That means nothing, for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very 

stones. 9 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.” 

 The filling of our sandwich is what Jesus does in the temple. His words here are quotes 

from The OT. Here God speaks of  His love for the Gentiles: Isaiah 56:6-7  

“I will also bless the foreigners who commit themselves to the Lord,…. 

    7 I will bring them to my holy mountain of Jerusalem 

    and will fill them with joy in my house of prayer. 

I will accept their burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

    because my Temple will be called a house of prayer for all nations. 

He also quotes from Jeremiah 7:11. Don’t you yourselves admit that this Temple, which bears my 

name, has become a den of thieves? Surely, I see all the evil going on there. I, the Lord, have 
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spoken! The context of this verse is in judgement for the priests who think just doing the ritual 

will keep them safe.  

     If we see a theme developing here, I think it is that the Temple is not bearing the fruit that 

God has designed it to have. It looks magnificent from the outside but not so good on the inside 

and Jesus acts to show it needs cleansing. The outer court has been designed as a place for those 

outside the Jewish nation to come and pray. The leadership of the temple have filled it with a 

marketplace for themselves. It had become more of a barnyard than a place of prayer. Jesus’ act 

halted business on one of the busiest days of the year. The priests saw this as an intrusion and 

continued to plan to kill Jesus. They were not going to receive any correction from Jesus. 

     The second slice of bread comes in the part of the story where the fig tree is withered. Jesus 

begins to talk about prayer outside the temple and emphasized faith in God. He also makes the 

familiar statement about prayer: Have faith in God. 23 I tell you the truth, you can say to this 

mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really 

believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart.  The act of throwing a mountain into the 

sea was considered by the Jews as the most impossible act. This is often quoted about how God 

can do great things as a result of faithful prayers. This is certainly true and very Scriptural. But I 

also think there is more to mine in context. 

     Remember, Jesus is staying in Bethany during this week. He would have had to walk up the 

Mount of Olives to get to Jerusalem. Walking up this small mountain or large hill, one cannot 

see Jerusalem until the top. The Mount of Olives is actually higher than Jerusalem and at the top 

there would be a magnificent vista. The Temple would have been the most prominent structure in 

Jerusalem. Its gleaming white stone and size would have caused it to stand out. This map does 

not show it but the Dead Sea can also be viewed. Jesus may also be insinuating that the 

institution of the Temple – a mountain of an institution in its day – which is on a mount will be 

destroyed. 

     In just a few days Jesus will institute the new covenant and die for our sins. This changes 

everything. The sacrifices at the temple had been a stop gap measure. Spiritually it will be no 

longer needed after the death and resurrection of Jesus. It will not be the center of prayer – 

prayer will be outside the temple and done in Jesus’ name. His followers will need faith in God 

and not in the rituals of the temple. The temple is physically destroyed in 70 AD. 

     So, I believe that Mark sees these two acts, the cursing of the fig tree and the cleansing of the 

temple, as prophetic acts. Jesus demonstrates in a very visible way that the old way will end. In 

just a few days, Jesus will institute the new way. Jesus is sending a message to a group of people 

who don’t understand. The disciples will only understand in retrospect. The religious leaders for 

the most part refuse to listen. The people thought that Messiah would save them from the 

Romans, but Jesus came to save us all from something even greater, sin and death. 

     So all this may be very interesting, but what does this have to do with us now, at this time? 

First of all, I think we can be reassured that Jesus is the compassionate, caring Savior that Pastor 

Tom told us about last week. Jesus is not an unpredictable guy that goes around killing fig trees 
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and disrupting business for no good reason. There was a purpose in communicating a message 

that many of the listeners did not want to hear. 

     Second, Jesus doesn’t change. God had chosen the Jews to demonstrate His love to the world 

but they messed up. I believe God has also chosen us and gifted us to do the same. I don’t know 

about you, but I know that I have messed up. There have been times when I have looked good on 

the outside but have not born any fruit on the inside. The comforting thought is that through 

Jesus, I can get a new deal. I may have a mountain of sin in my life, but Jesus can drown it in the 

Dead Sea. This all happens by faith in God. 

     Paul has much to say about how the old has ended and the new has begun.  

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 

new life has begun! 2 Cor. 5:17 

Eph. 4 
21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, 22 throw off 

your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and 

deception. 23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, 

created to be like God—truly righteous and holy. 

Gal. 5 
16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature 

craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. 

And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two 

forces are constantly fighting each other, 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 

 25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.  

     To conclude, Mark shows in our text how Jesus did prophetic acts to show the world that the 

temple way of religion was going to be ending. There was a lack of fruit in the system. Jesus, 

Himself, will begin the new covenant with His death and resurrection. No longer would religious 

life need to be centered in the temple. It would be centered on the person of Jesus. After Jesus 

ascends into heaven, the gift of the Holy Spirit is given. 

     We can understand the story of the fig tree and the cleansing of the temple as a demonstration 

that the old ways would be ending. The old ways needed to end because the people had messed 

up and not followed what God wanted.  We, too, as sinful humans often have a lack of 

spiritual fruit in our lives. It is Jesus and the Holy Spirit that can renew us so that we can be 

about the work of the Father. No matter how big our mountain of sin is, Jesus can move it. No 

matter how insurmountable our problems, Jesus is able to throw them into the sea. He told the 

disciples and Jesus tells us, Have faith in God. The gift of the Holy Spirit has been given to help 

us. We have a relationship with God through prayer and God can forgive us so that we can 

forgive others. 

     As we end, we take a few minutes for silent prayer. Talk to Jesus about any mountain you 

need thrown into the sea?  How would this help produce more fruit in your life? 
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Message 03 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Being Fruitful in Kingdom of 

God / Text: John 12:35-43 / John 13:1-17 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / March 19, 2017 

 

     Today we will continue with our series…The Passion of the Christ…The Road to Victory 

with our theme “Being Fruitful in the Kingdom of God.” As we continue with our series of 

messages Jesus has entered into his last week of his earthly ministry as he comes into Jerusalem 

riding on a donkey on Psalm Sunday, later we see where he overturns the tables of the money 

changers where Jesus said, "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be a house of prayer'; 

but you have made it 'a den of robbers.'" Luke 19:46. Last week we talked about Jesus cursing 

the fig tree because it did not have any fruit…a warning that God’s judgment will come to those 

who appear fruitful but are not.   

     As we approach Thursday of Holy Week Jesus is still discussing and teaching the disciples 

about being fruitful in the Kingdom of God. A story from God’s word.  
35 Jesus replied, “My light will shine for you just a little longer. Walk in the light while you can, 

so the darkness will not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see where they are 

going. 36 Put your trust in the light while there is still time; then you will become children of the 

light.”  

      After saying these things, Jesus went away and was hidden from them. 37 But despite all the 

miraculous signs Jesus had done, most of the people still did not believe in him. 38 This is exactly 

what Isaiah the prophet had predicted: “Lord, who has believed our message? To whom has the 

Lord revealed his powerful arm?”* 39 But the people couldn’t believe, for as Isaiah also 

said, 40 “The Lord has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts— so that their eyes cannot 

see, and their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and have me heal 

them.”* 41 Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he said this, because he saw the future and spoke of 

the Messiah’s glory. 42 Many people did believe in him, however, including some of the Jewish 

leaders. But they wouldn’t admit it for fear that the Pharisees would expel them from the 

synagogue. 43 For they loved human praise more than the praise of God.  

     Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and 

return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved 

them to the very end.* 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas,* son 

of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over 

everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the 

table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then 

he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.  
6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  
7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.”  
8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”  

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”  
9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”  
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10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet,* to 

be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would 

betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  
12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand 

what I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I 

am. 14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each 

other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the 

truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one 

who sends the message. 17 Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.  

I want to go back to our context of our story and step back and look at big picture of what the 

Lord is trying to convey to his disciples. Jesus is near the very end of his ministry and soon he 

will be crucified, he will be raised from the dead, and then ascend into heaven. Let me ask you a 

question? If you were Jesus during your last days on earth what would you want your disciples to 

understand? I believe the bigger picture is Jesus is trying to teach and demonstrate to the 

disciples is how to be fruitful in the Kingdom of God. 

     This leads us up to verse 35 where Jesus says, “35 Jesus replied, “My light will shine for you 

just a little longer. Walk in the light while you can, so the darkness will not overtake you. Those 

who walk in the darkness cannot see where they are going. 36 Put your trust in the light while 

there is still time; then you will become children of the light.” Although Jesus is saying this right 

before He goes to the cross…it applies just as much today. Only in this life time do we have an 

opportunity to walk in the Light of Jesus, and to place our faith in him and become children of 

the light.  

      It says in Matthew 4:16-17 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for 

those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.”* 17 From then on 

Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 

near.*” If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. To walk in satan’s 

darkness is to stumble through life with no guidance, no help, no protection, no understanding, 

and in the end, bear no fruit.  In goes on to say that many people did not believe when Jesus 

came even when they saw great miracles…because their hearts were hard, and their eyes were 

blind.  

     What is the key to walking in light? To repent, turn to God and place your faith in Him. When 

we do, we walk out of darkness into the Light the first step in being fruitful in the Kingdom of 

God. When I repent of my sins and turn to Jesus it opens my eyes and changes my heart enabling 

me to walk in faith, hope, forgiveness and eternal life.  

      Jesus calls us to, “Take up your cross and follow Me” this is called “dying to self.” It’s a 

call to absolute surrender. Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and 

yet lose or forfeit his very self?” (Luke 9:24-25). When I repent and take up the cross…what 

happens? I become fruitful, and to be truly fruitful I must take up the cross daily.   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%209.24-25
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Our first thought is ongoing repentance as I follow Jesus is the key to remaining faithful 

and fruitful. One of the prayers I pray and something I think about often…is Lord help me to 

finish well, and in short I am asking the Lord help me to repent regularly so I can be fruitful in 

the Kingdom of God.   

     With the context set let’s move into the next part of our story where Jesus washes the feet of 

the disciples demonstrating why being a servant is so fruitful. The first thing I want to look at is 

where Jesus says his hour has come to leave this world. In his sovereign will the ministry of 

Jesus is only three years and his time on earth is 33 years…it is exact and is purposeful.  Psalm 

139:16 says, “Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in 

your book before one of them came to be.” Like Jesus there will come a day when you will leave 

this world, which begs the question…what will I do with the time the Lord has given me? Will 

my life be fruitful in building up the Kingdom of God? 

      As Passover is approaching Jesus the Passover Lamb will die for the sins of the world. It says 

in Matthew 20:28 Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many." The Lord’s sacrifice speaks of humility, sacrifice and fruitfulness.  

      The devil and already prompted Judas to betray Jesus who had spent three years following 

Jesus yet he never became a true believer. Like Adam and Eve, we have free will and we are also 

engaged in a great spiritual battle and without true repentance leading to faith we can be easily 

overcome by our sinful nature resulting in a fruitless life. It says in Ephesians 6:10-12 10 A final 

word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you 

will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we* are not fighting against 

flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 

mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 

When we spend time with the Lord in worship, prayer and our devotions we are being built 

up in his mighty power so we can be fruitful.   

      Jesus now gets up from the table, he takes his robe off, places a towel around his waist, pours 

water into a basin and proceeds to wash the feet of the disciples a task usually performed by a 

lowly servant or slave. 12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and 

asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are 

right, because that’s what I am. 14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done 

to you. 16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more 

important than the one who sends the message. 17 Now that you know these things, God will bless 

you for doing them.  

How can I be fruitful in the Kingdom of God? The answer lies in doing what Jesus did. To 

serve others. When we begin to serve others, we have traded selfishness for selflessness, a 

hardened heart for a softened heart, and blind eyes for eyes that see. When the church begins to 

practice serving one another amazing transformation takes place. When husbands and wives 

begin to serve one another, martial transformation takes place and roses begin to grow in your 

heart.  
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Often, we believe having a wonderful marriage must be extremely complex…yet the Lord does 

not make relationships complex he makes it so simple it is profound. Serve one another with 

love. Isn’t that what Jesus did on the cross when he washed our hearts clean? 

I want to close with a few verses Jesus said later not long after he washed the feet of the disciples 

in John 15:13 and 16-17 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the 

Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each 

other.  
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Message 04 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: Godly Character Changes My 

Life / Text: Luke 22:7-23 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / April 2, 2017 

 

      To set the context of our story Jesus has entered Jerusalem with his disciples on Psalm 

Sunday knowing that he is the Passover lamb as John the Baptist calls him in John 1:29…the 

lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Later in the passion week Jesus overturns the 

tables of the money changers…telling them, “My house will be called a house of prayer, but you 

are making it a den of robbers. Matthew 21:13. As the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the 

Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for 

some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, 

called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the 

temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and 

agreed to give him money. 6 He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to 

them when no crowd was present. And now a story from God’s word. 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 

Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”  
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.  
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him 

to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large upper 

room, all furnished. Make preparations there.”  
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.  
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, “I 

have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it 

again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I 

tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with 

mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who 

betrays him.” 23 They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would 

do this.  

As we begin I want go back to our context where it says, “Then satan entered Judas, called 

Iscariot, one of the twelve. In John 10:10 it says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” Note from this verse where 

satan will take you if you follow him, and where Jesus will take you if you follow him. Satan 

will come and steal, kill and destroy and the Lord comes to give life…and life to the full or life 

abundantly. What would motivate Judas to open the door for the enemy of his soul? 2 Cor. 
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4:4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They 

are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about 

the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 

 Although Judas had followed Jesus for three years but he never repented from his sins and 

turned to Jesus as his Savior and therefore remained blind to the light of Jesus who could give 

him eternal life. Judas chose by his own free will chose to turn away from God, to turn away 

from the light, and to betray Jesus for a small amount of money.  

In John 12:4-6 we learn this about Judas, “But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon 

betray him, said, 5 “That perfume was worth a year’s wages. It should have been sold and the 

money given to the poor.” 6 Not that he cared for the poor—he was a thief, and since he was in 

charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole some for himself.”   

The more we learn about Judas we see a person whose character is deeply flawed. Godly 

character is having integrity, wholeness and the fruit of the spirt. You can see as we look at Judas 

that his life has been that of a slippery slope and opening the door the satan was just one more 

step in a downward spiral. So how do I become a person of godly character? The first step in 

having godly character is repenting of our sins and turning to Jesus in faith…becoming a 

believer.  

Instead of letting the enemy in…. we invite the Lord in and he begins to work in our heart and 

overtime we see things in a different way. I may still have character issues, but the Lord is 

molding me into a different kind of person. Instead of opening doors so the enemy can come in 

you begin to close doors to the enemy and open doors for the Lord. There is probably nothing 

that helps us grow in our character then to spend time with the Lord…in his word…and in 

prayer. To be in the word and in prayer develops a strong relationship with the Lord of a dialog 

where the Lord teaches me from His word and then puts on my heart to ask him to mold me into 

a person of character in my prayers…change my heart O God.  

     As we move into our text notice the character of Jesus and what he does. It says in verse 7, “ 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.” As I 

said earlier Jesus is the Passover Lamb…the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 

who will be sacrificed for the sins of all of mankind. What comes to your mind when you think 

of the word sacrifice? Giving up something for the benefit of others. Matthew 20:28 says, “For 

even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for 

many." Think about how Jesus sacrifice changed your life especially if you are a person of 

faith…your life today is different and so is your eternal destination.  

     As the Jesus gets ready to celebrate the Passover meal he says to Peter and John, “Go and 

make preparations for us to eat the Passover. 9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they 

asked.  
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him 

to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large upper 



Road to Victory Page 18 
 

room, all furnished. Make preparations there.” 13 They left and found things just as Jesus had 

told them. So they prepared the Passover. 

 Why would it be important for Jesus to work through the disciples? Why would he want to 

involve Peter and John…what is he trying to accomplish? Let me ask you another 

question…why would the Lord want to involve you in his work? We grow in faith as the Lord 

teaches us the importance of following and obeying even in the simple things. He is teaching us 

character by not only modeling being a servant, but giving us an opportunity to serve in the 

Kingdom of God. Serving stretches us, it can take us out of our comfort zone, the focus become 

others and not yourself and all of this helps build a person of character.  

     As Peter and John went to set up the Passover it says they found things just as Jesus told 

them. I believe that was a faith builder for them. As we grow in our relationship with Jesus 

through his word and prayer the Lord begins to stretch us with more challenging 

assignments and in doing so we begin to be transformed…just like what the Bible says will 

happen. Romans 12:2 says, “ Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 

God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  

As we continue with our story, Jesus gives continued insight into the life of servanthood and 

sacrifice when he said to them, “ I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer.” Jesus is the Passover lamb…he is going to the cross…he is going to suffer and now the 

ancient Passover meal which had been celebrated since the days of Moses when God set the 

Israelites free from the Egyptians would now be fulfilled in Jesus.   

     Jesus took the bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  It is very significant that Jesus breaks the bread 

for in John 6:35  Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Jesus gives his body for us on the 

cross…it is a gift…it is a sacrifice to pay the price we could not pay and a debt we cannot fully 

fathom.  

     20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, which is poured out for you.” In Old Testament God agreed to forgive people’s sins if 

they brought animals for the priests to sacrifice. But animal blood did not in itself remove sin 

(only God can forgive sin), and animal sacrifices had to be repeated day by day and year after 

year. Jesus instituted a “new covenant,” or agreement, between man and God. Under this new 

covenant, Jesus would die in the place of sinners. Unlike the blood of animals, his blood would 

be “shed for” his people only once. This Passover meal foreshadowed Jesus death on the cross 

where his body would be broken for us and his blood poured out so our sins could be forgiven.  

     One of the characteristics of God is one of sacrifice so we could be set free from sin.  

     As we turn to the last part of our story we again see the character of Judas when Jesus says… 

But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go 
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as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him. Jesus calls on Judas one more time 

to think about what he is doing? Part of the Lord’s character is to continue to call us, to 

guide us, to call us to repentance, to call us to faith, to call us back from the brink, or to call 

us to greater service in the Kingdom, and when we respond to the voice of the Lord it 

always changes our character to be more like Him.  To God be the glory…Amen.  
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Message 05 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Them: The Crucifixion of Jesus / Text: 

Luke 23:26-49 / Speaker Pastor Tom Graves / April 9, 2017 

     To set the context of our story Jesus was betrayed by Judas in on Thursday evening in the 

Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus was arrested by the chief priests, officers of the temple guard 

and the elders. After his arrest, Jesus was lead to the home of the high priest to be questioned and 

later66 at daybreak all the elders of the people assembled, including the leading priests and the 

teachers of religious law. Jesus was led before this high council, 67 and they said, “Tell us, are 

you the Messiah?” But he replied, “If I tell you, you won’t believe me. 68 And if I ask you a 

question, you won’t answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be seated in the place of 

power at God’s right hand.” 70 They all shouted, “So, are you claiming to be the Son of God?”  

In a series of trials Jesus is passed back and forth from the religious leaders and Pilate the 

Roman Governor. When Jesus was returned from Herod Pilate called together the leading priests 

and other religious leaders, along with the people, 14 and he announced his verdict. “You brought 

this man to me, accusing him of leading a revolt. I have examined him thoroughly on this point 

in your presence and find him innocent. 15 Herod came to the same conclusion and sent him back 

to us. Nothing this man has done calls for the death penalty. 16 So I will have him flogged, and 

then I will release him.” 
18 Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with one voice they shouted, “Kill him, and 

release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas was in prison for taking part in an insurrection in Jerusalem 

against the government, and for murder.) 20 Pilate argued with them but eventually gave in to the 

crowd 25 As they had requested, he released Barabbas, the man in prison for insurrection and 

murder. But he turned Jesus over to them to do as they wished.  
26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 

country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 

people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 

said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the 

wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then “ ‘they will say to the 

mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’31 For if men do these things when the tree 

is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they 

came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his 

right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; 

let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up 

and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, 

save yourself.” 38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.  
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39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save 

yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since 

you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered 

him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 

45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out 

with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he 

breathed his last. 47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 

was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what 

took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  

I want to go back to the context of our story that leads up to Jesus being taken out to be 

crucified and ask the question…Lord what are you telling us through these short stories about the 

religious leaders, Pilate, and the crowd? Why are some hearts opposed to Jesus?  

     In the world we live in if you said you believed in God, or a higher power you probably won’t 

get much of a response out of people, but when you mention the name of Jesus something begins 

to happen. The name of Jesus draws people to himself and others almost seem to rise up in anger 

when they hear the name of Jesus. When Jesus was presented in the temple on the eighth day 

after his birth Simeon an older righteous man said this in Luke 2:34-35. 34 Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  

      What is going on in the context of our story…Just as it was prophesied…Jesus would bring 

light and salvation, but his coming would also bring division. People would either accept him or 

reject him and he would be a sign spoken against by many revealing what was in their heart. 

When we encounter Jesus, it stirs our heart. An open heart is drawn to Jesus but a 

hardened heart opposes Jesus.  When Jesus was led before this high council, 67 and they said, 

“Tell us, are you the Messiah?” But he replied, “If I tell you, you won’t believe me. Luke 22:67. 

What is going on in their hearts? Unbelief, and because of this unbelief they refuse to come to 

Jesus where they can be healed. What takes place when we refuse to be drawn to Jesus: 

a. A hardened heart chooses to disobey God. Jesus says in the Garden when praying 

to His Father "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, 

but yours be done." Luke 22:42 

b. A hardened heart chooses the world over listening and obeying God…which is 

rebellion. Jesus says in Matthew 16:26 What good will it be for someone to gain 

the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for 

their soul? 
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c. A hardened heart the innocent become guilty and the guilty innocent because we 

are looking at things through the wrong lens. "I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. John 10:11. 

d. A hardened heart often lacks compassion for others because serving others is 

seen as weakness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Matthew 

9:36 

e. A hardened heart doesn’t allow the Lord’s plan for your life to unfold. Proverbs 

3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 

straight. 

By God’s grace…his undeserved love Jesus draws an open heart to faith and begins to 

change everything about us including our eternity. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 2 Cor. 5:17.  

    What does the Lord tell us in his holy word about our heart?  

• Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.  Proverbs 4:23 

• You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13 

• As water reflects the face so one’s life reflects his heart. Proverbs 27:19 

     As our story continues a man named Simon encounters Jesus on his way to be crucified when 

he is forced to carry the cross after Jesus because the Lord can carry it no further. We don’t know 

how this encounter with Jesus changed the heart of Simon, but we do know from Luke 9:23 

Jesus said to the crowd, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me. 

     When the Lord calls us to faith our heart goes into transformation mode and through God’s 

grace our heart wants to follow Jesus, he gives us the strength to deny ourselves and to take up 

the cross each day and follow him. Like daily bread following Jesus is daily because part of 

following is guarding our heart and the best way to do that is to deny ourselves each day and 

follow Him and when we do something amazing begins to happen to our heart. 

     Two criminals are led out to be crucified with Jesus one on his right and the other on his left 

and the very first thing Jesus says from the cross is, “Father forgive them for they do not know 

what they are doing.”  Although we may have heard those words of Jesus many times before 

take time to think about them once again. “Father forgive them for they do not know what they 

are doing.”  Jesus is being an intercessor while he is on the cross…so people can be forgiven, so 

people can be drawn to Jesus, so hardened hearts can be changed. An encounter with Jesus can 

change our heart because Jesus has interceded for us. Jesus says in1John 2:1-2 says, “2 My 

dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who is truly 

righteous. 2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins 

of all the world.” 
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     As we continue with our story we see the hardened hearts sneering at Jesus…He saved 

others let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen one and while one of the 

criminals joins in with the insults something is happening to the heart of one of the criminals. 

After the one criminal insulted Jesus he said to him “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 

are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered 

him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Something has happened to 

this thief.  

When I give my heart to Jesus in faith the Lord begins to give me divine revelation…I 

begin to hear from the Lord. In Matthew 27:44 it says both robbers insulted Jesus…but 

something happened to the thief…he repented…he turned from his sin and turned to Jesus and 

when he did he received insight from the Lord. He became aware of the Kingdom of God and it 

was Jesus’ Kingdom. While religious scholars sneered at Jesus the repentant thief on the cross 

was given divine understanding. The same is true for us today as we come to worship and listen 

to his word. What is Jesus speaking to you about in the message today about your heart? Press 

in…listen to his voice because we have a God who wants to speak to us through his word and 

give revelation through the work of the Holy Spirt. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Road to Victory Page 24 
 

Message 06 / Sermon Series: The Road to Victory / Theme: The Resurrection of Jesus / 

Text: Matthew 27:57-66 and Matthew 28:1-10 / Speaker: Pastor Tom Graves / April 16, 

2017 

 

     Context: To set the context of our story on Thursday evening Jesus was betrayed by Judas one 

of his disciples who lead a large crowd armed with swords sent by the chief priests to arrest him. 

Later in a series of trials by the religious leaders Jesus would eventually be handed over to 

Pontius Pilate the Roman governor on false charges. Now it was the governor’s custom at the 

Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the cowed. Pilate asked the crowd which prisoner do you 

want me to release Jesus or Barabbas. But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 

      Later Jesus was led out to be crucified along with two criminals one on his left and one on 

his right. Jesus first words from the cross were, Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing. Forgiveness…sometime later one of the thieves on the cross did receive 

forgiveness and said to Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom and Jesus 

answered him I tell you the truth today you will be with me in paradise. At 3:00pm in the 

afternoon Jesus called out with a loud voice, Father into your hands I commit my spirit. When he 

had said this he breathed his last and died.  

Text: 57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 

had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 

ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and 

placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the 

entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there 

opposite the tomb.  
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to 

Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After 

three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third 

day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 

raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”  
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66 So 

they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  

 28 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that 

they shook and became like dead men.  
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 

who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where 

he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 

you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”  
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8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 

and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go 

to Galilee; there they will see me.” A story from God’s word. 

I want to begin today by looking how transformation effects a person when they r epnt of their 

sins and turn to Jesus. Although there were two criminals crucified with Jesus one of the 

criminals humbled himself and repented of his sin. The Scripture does not say what the criminal 

said to God in heaven as he repented, but you begin to see evidence of his transformation when 

he asks the other criminal after he insults Jesus…don’t you fear God. Proverbs 9:10 says the fear 

of God is the beginning of wisdom. With spiritual transformation came wisdom from God… 

when the repentant thief tells Jesus remember me when you come into your Kingdom.  

After Jesus died on the cross we are introduced to a man called Joseph of Arimathea who was 

a disciple of Jesus and part of the Sanhedrin, the supreme council for the Jewish people. Up until 

this time Joseph was more of a secret disciple, but now with great boldness he goes to Pilate and 

asks for the body of Jesus, and Pilate ordered the body given to him. What gave Joseph this 

boldness to declare to his colleagues who were persecuting Jesus that he was one of his disciples, 

and the courage to ask Pilate for the body. When we are spiritually transformed, the Lord gives 

us the courage to obey him in what he is urging us to do. Have you ever had a time in your life 

where the Lord wanted you to do something and you did…and later you realized it was the Lord 

working in me that gave me the courage to step out in faith. In a real sense, Joseph was 

transformed and the fruit of that transformation was not only asking for the body, but placing 

Jesus in his own tomb.  

     As Jesus was placed in the tomb sitting on the ground nearby to see where the body was taken 

was Mary Magdalene. In the Gospel of Luke, we learn that Mary Magdalene encountered Jesus 

in His ministry while he was traveling from one village to another proclaiming the good news of 

the Kingdom of God. Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out. Can 

you imagine the darkness that enveloped Mary Magdalene before she encountered Jesus? 

Ephesians 5:8 says, “8 For once you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. 

So live as people of light! 9 For this light within you produces only what is good and right and 

true.” 

     The transformation of Mary Magdalene was amazing as she became a faithful follower of 

Jesus. A follower that was led to the cross itself where Jesus was crucified because she was 

faithful. As Jesus body was taken to the tomb she faithfully followed and then sat on the ground 

with the other Mary near the tomb.  

     When I turn from my sins and turn to Jesus in faith the Lord gives me the courage to 

obey His calling in my life. Maybe today you are struggling in life and the Lord is prompting 

you to ask for wisdom and courage so you have the strength to obey what he is calling you to do. 

Matthew 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. In Hebrews 4:16 it says, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Matthew/7/7
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Hebrews/4/16
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Sometimes what the Lord is calling us to do can be to encourage someone, maybe to ask 

someone for forgiveness, to visit someone who is in the sick, to humble our self, to pray for 

others. I believe whatever the Lord calls us to do something many times it involves doing 

something for someone else, because serving others is part of being transformed.  

     As we review the next part of our story the religious leaders went to Pilate because they 

remembered that while Jesus was still alive that the deceiver said…after three days I will rise 

again. They wanted Pilate to give the order to seal the tomb which he did because they were 

afraid the disciples would steal the body and say Jesus had risen from the dead.  

    Prior to the religious leaders going to Pilate Jesus gave them many more signs he was who he 

said he was…there was the earthquake, the supernatural darkness, the curtain in the temple be 

torn from top to bottom, but with all this additional evidence they continued to walk in darkness. 

The religious leaders failed to understand that no rock, seal, guard or army could keep the tomb 

secure. What is the Lord trying to communicate to us in this short story that applies to us today? 

It says in Revelation 3:7, “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words 

of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and 

what he shuts no one can open.  

God’s kingdom moved forward in the past when hard hearted religious were trying to 

make the tomb secure and the Kingdom of God is moving forward today no matter how 

hard people’s hearts are or if they persecute the church.  

      We now turn to the last part of our story the resurrection of Jesus we see the faithfulness of 

Mary and Mary Magdalene. In Mark 13 it says they were bringing spices to the tomb to anoint 

the body and they asked each other who would roll the stone away? So, as they were going to the 

tomb there was a large earthquake for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and gong to 

the tomb rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothes as 

white as snow and the guards shook and fell down like dead men. Not only was the Lord leading 

these faithful women to the tomb early in the morning, but just at the right time the Lord sent an 

angel to roll back the stone in front of the entrance to the tomb. Our God goes before us is how 

the Lord works with his children because he cares about you…he is the good shepherd. A 

shepherd leads sheep. The Moses says to Joshua as he is about to take the leadership of Israel 

from Moses, “8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you 

nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”  

     5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 

Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 

where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going 

ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” What is the Lord 

doing…he was going ahead of the disciples.  

As Mary and Mary Magdalene now hurry off to tell the disciples they meet Jesus. Suddenly 

Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
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will see me.” A story from God’s word. What was Jesus telling Mary Magdalene and Mary in 

regard to the disciples…I am going ahead of you.  

In almost every example of God breaking into our life on earth the opening words are fear 

not…have no fear…I am with you…I am going ahead of you. Why? Our heavenly Father knows 

that we need constant reassurance almost like a small child…that I am here with you and also 

going ahead of you. Because Jesus died for our sins on the cross and rose from the dead we can 

be drawn to faith, we can be forgiven…he has gone before us which not only changes our life in 

the present, but also in eternity. As we close listen to these words from John 14:1-3  “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; 

if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 

where I am. Even in eternity the Lord goes ahead of us. To God be the glory…Amen.  

Sermon Reflection 

 


