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Story Scarf Set 

A Story Session: 
 A story session has three main parts. The pre-story part which prepares the listeners for 

the story. In this series, the previous lesson is review, there is a question which can relate a 

problem of the listener to a problem in the story, and there is a listening task which encourages 

the listener to focus. 

 The second part is the story itself. Science has shown that simply telling the Bible text as 

a story will help the listener remember better than reading it or acting it out. Storytelling simply 

connects with the way God has designed our brains. Before each story is a paragraph that sets the 

story in context. As you begin the story, it is helpful to say: “A Story from the Word of God” so 

that the listeners know that this is the text. If you are not reading the text afterwards (such as 

non-readers or evangelism), the context will become part of the story. 

 The post-story section just allows time and space for the listen to process the story that 

has just been told. Always have the group “rebuild” or re-tell the story chronologically. The 

leader should help guide them in this. If it is possible, the text then should be read aloud by the 

group. 

 Then questions are asked. Jesus often taught using questions – He knew how our brains 

are designed. The first set or “Head” questions are ones that help the group remember the facts of 

the story. The “Heart” question begin to move into the emotional realm. It is at this point that the 

listener really begins to be “in” the story and think deeply about what happened.  

 The leader continues to guide the discussion but does not teach, but simply facilitates. 

The rules of the group help control this discussion time and the facilitator should let the 

discussions continue unless they are approaching heresy or becoming harmful. Follow up 

question not on the list can be helpful. The idea is to get the whole group discussing the story, 

not just a question and answer session between the leader and the people. 

 The “Hands” question are implication and application questions. If this is what happened 

in Bible times what does this imply for now? How would God work in a similar way in my life? 

It is a time to consider what God is saying to each individual through this story. The Holy Spirit 

can move powerfully during this time. As members of the group begin to hear the Spirit talk to 

them through Scripture, they will recognize God’s voice as they live their lives outside of group 

time. 

 The “Hands” time is also a time where the group can help an individual be accountable 

for the changes that God is asking them to do. As an individual considers what needs to be 

changed, it may be a very broad theme. This is good, but it may be helpful to break the large goal 

into smaller steps which can be measured and which someone can come alongside to help carry 

out. 

 The session should end in prayer.  
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Story Schedule 

# & Date Title Text 

1    Creation Gen. 2:4-10,15-25 

2    The Fall Gen. 3:1-24 

3    The Tragedy of Cain and Abel Gen. 4:1-16 

4    Noah (Picture of end of story) Gen. 6:5 – 8:22 

5    Sodom & Gomorrah Gen. 19:1-26 

6     Isaac Sacrificed Gen. 22:1-18 

7    Israel’s Children Enslaved Exodus 1 

8     Burning Bush Exodus 3 

9     Golden Calf Exo. 19:5-7. 32:1-20 

10   Trouble in the Wilderness Num. 20:2-13, 21:4-9 

11   Birth of Jesus Luke 2 

12   Jesus’ Baptism Matt 3:1-17 

13   Peter walks on Water Matt. 14:22-36 

14   Jesus heals Demon possessed man Mark 5:1-20 

15   Jesus raises young girl Mark 5:21-42 

16   Jesus Feeds 5000 Mark 6:31-46 

17  Jesus Heals Blind man John 9 

18  Last Supper Matthew 26:14-46 

19   Death on Cross Matthew 27:27-61 

20  Resurrection Luke 24:1-49 

21  Jesus’ Ascension Acts 1:3-14 

 

SMALL GROUP GUIDELINES1   
  

We want the participants to understand why they are here and to lay a foundation of the 

guidelines for small group’s discussions. It is helpful to go over these guidelines briefly every 

time your group meets.   

  

SAFE ENVIRONMENT: This needs to be a place where people feel comfortable opening up 

and sharing with one another. Below are some guidelines that will help create a safe environment:  

  

CONFIDENTIALITY: What is said in the group stays in the group.  

LISTEN: Let’s value one another during the discussion by really listening to what is being 

shared. Try to avoid thinking about how you are going to respond, or what you are going to say 

next.   

  

                                                 
1 Adapted from Jim Putnam’s Discipleshift1, Training Manuel, (Post Falls, ID: Real Life Ministries). Also 

see: http://www.discipleshift.org/articles/12-guidelines-your-small-group-leader-needs-to-be-successful.  
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PAUSE: Allow a pause in conversation after someone shares. Give the person sharing the 

chance to finish and the group the opportunity to consider what was just shared before 

responding.   

SILENCE: It is important to allow silence in the group as it provides an opportunity for 

someone to share and for members in the group to process the topic or question being considered.  

  

NO “CROSS TALK”: Be considerate of others as they are sharing. No side conversations.  

NO FIXING: We are not here to fix each other. Jesus does that part. Give encouragement; speak 

truth, point to Jesus. Don’t try to solve or fix each other.  

  

NO RESCUING: When people are sharing something deeply personal, there can be a tendency 

to try to make them feel better about themselves or the situation by providing immediate 

condolences. This will often cause them to stop sharing. Resist the temptation to rescue people.   

SHARING: Be sensitive about the amount of time you share.  

  

BE SELF-AWARE: Be self-aware of how you are personally effecting the environment through 

your words, actions, and non-verbal communication.  

“I” STATEMENTS: It’s easy to talk about the issues of others, but for our purposes, we want 

you to put yourself on the table. Try to use “I” statements rather than “them”, “the church,” “us” 

“we”, etc.  

  

LISTEN TO THE STORY: When the story is being presented the most effective way to 

understand the story at this point is just listen…don’t try to follow along in your bible. Opening 

the Bible will come later.   

CONFLICT: We will commit to resolve conflict Biblically. When conflict or sin issues between 

group members arise, we want to make sure that we are honoring God and each other in the way 

we deal with these issues. The following are a few key Scriptures in this regard (there are many 

others)  

• If someone sins against you:   Matthew 18:15-20  

• Restoring someone in sin:  Galatians 6:1-5  

• Forgive a sinner:  Colossians 3:12-13  

• Reconciling differences:  Matthew 5:23-24, Matthew 7:1-5   
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Storytelling Session Menu 
 

Pre-Story: 

Worship songs 

Ice Breaker Questions 

An analogous story from today to match the Bible story 

A time of checking in and seeing how everyone is 

 

Rebuilding the Story: 

Act out the story – either teacher reading the story and kids acting it out, or vice versa 

 

Power point picture – have a set of slides that picture the story and have the kids retell it. 

 http://www.freebibleimages.org/  is a good source of pictures for the story 

 

Create a song – use a familiar melody and tell the story that way 

 

Actions - Make up actions to go with the story 

 

Puppet Play – let the puppets tell the story again 

 

Find the mistake – should only be done after the story has been told and re-told once. Prepare the 

children by telling them to listen for the mistake(s). Then the story is told with purposeful 

mistakes which the children must find. 

 Variation: the puppets may be used to do this. 

 

Post-Story Activities 

 

Draw a Picture 

Have each child draw of picture of the story, or what they hear God telling them through the 

story. 

 

Journaling 

For older children: have them write down what they learned from the story, what they like about 

or what they don’t like about the story. They may also write a prayer out to God about the story. 

 

Color a Picture 

If available, have them color a picture that is already printed. 

 

Create a song:  

If a song has not been used to re-build the story, create a song after the questions have been 

answered. May be used to sing to the other classes or for review on the next Sunday. 

 

 

Right Order Game 

Before class put each “scene” of the story on index cards or pieces of paper. Mix them up and 

have the kids put them in the right order. 

http://www.freebibleimages.org/
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 Variation 1: hide the “scenes” around the room so that the kids have to find them before 

they can put them in the right order. 

 Variation 2: leave out a scene and let the kids tell you which is missing 

 Variation 3: Do this several times, each time leave a scene out until the kids can tell it 

without any prompts 

 

Who or What Am I Game 

Prepare a list of names and/or objects from the Bible story. A child is picked to be “it” and must 

turn their back while the teacher gives the name or object to the rest of the class. Have the 

children sit in a circle. Then “it” must ask only yes or no questions going around the circle to 

figure out what the word is. When the word is guessed, the next child in the circle becomes it and 

the game repeats until all the children have had a chance to play. 

 Variation: The child that is “it” is the only one to know the word and the rest of the 

children must take turns asking only yes or no questions to figure out the word. The one that 

guesses the word may be the next “it” or the teacher may determine who is next so everyone can 

have a turn. 

 

Collect the Words 

Before class write words that belong to the story and some that don’t belong to the story on 

individual pieces of paper. Place all the “words” on the center of the table. After the story had 

been told and rebuilt, have the children take turns picking one word that belongs to the story. See 

who can get the most correct words. 

 

Guess the Story Game 

Before class cover a coloring sheet or picture from a previous story with sticky notes or small 

pieces of paper. After the story is told and rebuilt, have the children take turns answering 

questions about the story. Each correct answer earns the child the chance to remove one piece of 

paper, and the chance to guess what the picture is. Keep playing until the story is guessed 

correctly. This also gives a chance to connect the story of the day with a previous story. 

 

Concentration 

Before class choose some words that connect with the story. Write each word on two index cards 

making sure the writing does not show through to the backside. (will need a set for every 4 or 5 

kids) 

To play mix the cards up and place face down on a table in rows. Have the children take turns 

turning over two cards to see if they match. If they do match, the child who turned over the cards 

gets to keep them and take another turn. If they don’t match the child must turn them back over 

and the next child takes a turn. The player with the most cards at the end of the game wins. 

 Variation: take a picture or coloring sheet from a past story and place under the cards so 

that in addition to matching the cards, they can also guess the story. 

 

Word Charades 

Before class write out words or phrases from the story on index cards. Make sure they are 

something that can be acted out. 

Have each child pick a card and take turns acting out the words or phrases and the other children 

try to guess what it is. (Or the word or phrase can just be given verbally to the child that is “it”. 
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Hangman 

Play hangman with words or phrases from the Bible story. 

 

Words on My Foot Relay 

Before class write scenes of the story on index cards. If have teams will need one set per team.  

To play, mark off a start and finish line. Mix the card and place at the start line. The child at the 

start of the line places a scene card on top of her shoe – This is the only time they may touch the 

card. Then the child tries to walk across to the finish line without dropping the card. If the child 

drops the card, another teammate must pick it up and place it back on the player’s shoe. The 

player may not touch the card with her hands to pick it up. Then the next child does the same 

until all the cards are at the finish line. When all the cards are at the finish line, the team must put 

them into order. 

 

Line Up in Order 

For this you need the same number of cards and students. Divide the scenes and write each on 

index cards. Mix these cards up and give one to each child. On the word “Go” the children 

should line up so that the scenes are in order. This can be timed. Turn the cards in, mix them, and 

hand them out again to see if the children can better their time. 

 Variation: The children are not allowed to see their own card, but must have it taped to 

their forehead. They must figure out where they belong with help from the other children. They 

are not to tell what is written, only where they belong in line. 

 

Tic-Tac-Toe 

Divide the children into two teams. A correct answer earns the right to mark an “X” or “O” in a 

tic-tac-toe board. 

 Variation: Instead of playing on paper, use a grid of masking tape on the floor and 

beanbags or wadded paper balls. 

 
Musical Chairs 

Play musical chairs in the normal way, except the child without a chair must answer a question. 

If they answer correctly they may stay in the game. Continue until there is a winner. 

 
Relay Race 

Find objects that match the story. Will need a set of objects for each team. The class may be 

divided into teams to race against each other or if there is a small class, they may only have one 

team who races against the clock. 

 Variations: instead of simple running back and forth change mode of movement – walk 

backward, hop, skip, or crab-walk back and forth. 

 
Put in Order with Beanbag or wadded Paper Balls 

Make a set of cards with the scenes from the story for each team. Tape these on the floor and 

mark a place for the child to toss the bag or ball. In class have the teams attempt to toss the bean 

bags (or paper balls) onto the scenes in order. Each child takes one turn. The object is to hit the 

scenes in order. Example: a bean bag must hit scene one, then scene two must be hit before 

attempting scene three and so on. 
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End with Prayer Time 

 

Leader Prays  

This is usually what the kids expect and can be helpful, especially as the sessions begin. 

 

Volunteer from Group Prays 

Anyone can pray, obviously some children are more outgoing than others and don’t mind 

praying in a group. This gives them a chance to do so. 

 

Teacher assigns someone to Pray 

Some kids need some encouragement and this can be a way to do that. 

 

Spilt into two or three’s  

Have the groups split into groups of two or three and have each child pray for the others. Tell 

them it only has to be one sentence but they should pray something. 

 

Pray in a circle 

Have the kids circle up and pray for the person on right (or left) and go around the circle. 

 

Popcorn Prayer 

Assign one person to start praying and have the teacher finish. After the starting person, anyone 

can chime in to prayer. When the group seems to be done, the teacher can finish. 
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#1 Creation Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25 
 

Pre: We are starting a series of stories that, together, will tell the overarching story in the Bible. 

How did everything you see around you come to be? 

Listen for who is responsible for creation as we tell the story. 

 

Context: The Bible begins by telling us that the earth was formless and empty but God created 

everything in a week. He spoke light, water, land, plants, sun, moon, & stars, animals and sea-

life into being. Then He specifically formed humans with His hands and breathed life into them. 

To make sure that we understand that He created everything, the story is retold again and that is 

our story for today: 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
4 This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the earth.  

When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 neither wild plants nor grains were 

growing on the earth. For the LORD God had not yet sent rain to water the earth, and there were 

no people to cultivate the soil. 6 Instead, springs came up from the ground and watered all the 

land. 7 Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath 

of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.  
8 Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man he 

had made. 9 The LORD God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees that were 

beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life 

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil….  
15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16 But the 

Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—17 except the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”  
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who 

is just right for him.” 19 So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the 

birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose 

a name for each one. 20 He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the 

wild animals. But still there was no helper just right for him.  
21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord 

God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. 22 Then the Lord God made a 

woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man.  
23 “At last!” the man exclaimed.  

“This one is bone from my bone,  

and flesh from my flesh!  

She will be called ‘woman,’  

because she was taken from ‘man.’ ”  
24 This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two 

are united into one.  
25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. (NLT) 

A story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the  

 activity menu. 

Head: 

Who is responsible for creation and how did it come about? 

What were some of the things that God did to create? 

What was in the garden? 

What tree was Adam told that he could not eat from? 

What was the job that God gave Adam? 

How and why did God make Eve? 

What was Adam’s reaction to Eve? 

 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story?  

What bothers you about this story? 

God simply created animals but specifically breathed life into humans. What, if anything, do you 

 find significant about this? 

Adam had a perfect relationship with God, why would he need a helper? 

What does this text say to us about marriage? 

How do you think Adam felt when he saw Eve? 

What do you think would it have been like to live in the Garden of Eden? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#2 The Fall – Gen. 3:1-24 
 

Pre: 

Have the group give the story from last week. 

If God created everything good, why are things so bad now? 

Listen for consequences to Adam and Eve’s actions. 

 

Context: This story episode follows immediately after our story from last week. God had created 

man to love Him. True love is a choice, so God created humans with the ability to choose to love 

Him. That was a risk, because if humans could choose love and follow God, they could also 

choose not to follow God.  

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

God created Adam and Eve and provided all they needed in the Garden of Eden. Like the 

animals, they had no need of clothes, yet they were not ashamed.  

The snake was the cleverest of all the animals. One day he said to Eve, “Is it true God won’t let 

you eat from all the trees in the garden?”  

“Oh, we can eat from all the trees. That is, except for the one in the middle. God said that we 

aren’t to eat that fruit…or even touch it. He says if we do, we’ll die.”  

“It’s not true! You won’t die. God told you that because he knows if you eat that fruit, you’d be 

like him—knowing good, as well as evil.”  

The woman looked at the fruit. It was beautiful and looked delicious. She thought, “If I eat this 

fruit, it’ll make me wise.” So, she took the fruit and ate it. She then gave some to Adam and he 

ate it as well. Suddenly they realized they were naked. So, they sewed some leaves together to 

make coverings for themselves.  

As evening approached, they heard God walking in the garden. Suddenly, they realized they 

were afraid of God, so they hid among the trees.  

“Adam, where are you?” 

Adam knew he had to answer. He said, “Lord, I heard you walking in the garden, and I was 

afraid because I was naked. So, I hid.”  

“Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat of the tree from which I told you not to eat?”  

“It was the woman you gave me. She gave me the fruit, and…yes, I ate it.” 

God turned to Eve, “Why did you do this?” 

“The snake! The snake tricked me into eating it!” 

God turned to the snake and said, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all the 

animals. From now on, you’ll move about on your belly. There’ll be hostility between you and 

the woman, and there’ll be a battle between your offspring and hers. He’ll crush your head, while 

you’ll only bruise his heel.”  

Looking back at the woman God said, “Your pain will be great when you give birth to children, 

and having babies will be associated with pain. You’ll want to control your husband, but from 

now on, men will dominate over you.”  

God said to Adam, “I made it very clear that you were not to eat from that tree. Because you 

have disobeyed, the ground is cursed. From now on, you’ll work for your food, and the ground 

will fight against you. It’ll sprout thorns and weeds. Hard work will mark your life until you 

return to the soil from which you came.”  



Story Scarf Set Page 11 of  52 

 

God dressed the man and his wife in clothes made out of animal skins. He then sent them out of 

the garden, where they worked the soil for their food.  

God said, “People now know evil as well as good. They’ll try to get to the Tree of Life so they 

can live forever.” Therefore, God put a heavenly guard outside the garden. From that day on, 

people were separated from the Tree of Life. (John Walsh) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from  

 the activity menu.  

Head: 

From last week, who did God specifically tell not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and 

 evil? 

What was the temptation? 

What was the doubt that the snake implied? 

Why do you think the snake chose to tempt Eve and not Adam? 

What were the consequences of Adam and Eve’s action? 

What were the specific curses? 

What changed in the relationship between humans and God after the fruit was eaten? 

Why were Adam and Eve banished from the Garden? 

Heart:  

How do Adam or Eve take responsibility for their actions? 

How do we still do that today? 

How do the actions of Adam and Eve still affect us today? 

What would God have had to do to the animals to make clothes from their skins?  

How do you think Adam and Eve would have felt about this? 

Was getting kicked out of the Garden a good thing or a bad thing? (Remember if they had stayed 

in the garden, they could have eaten of the tree of life and lived in sin forever) 

What part of this story connects with you? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#3 Tragedy of Cain & Abel – Gen. 4:1-16 
 

Pre:  Have the group give a review the previous two stories. 

What happens when you have a disagreement with a friend? 

Listen for what can happen if we are angry when we shouldn’t be. 

 

Context: Sin had entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve. They had been 

expelled from the Garden and God warned them of the curses that sin brought. It wasn’t long 

before sin caused a tragedy 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

Adam and Eve had a son and named him Cain. In time, they had another son named Abel.  

Abel became a herdsman—working with animals. Cain became a farmer, tilling the soil.  

One day, when it was time to bring a sacrifice to the Lord, Cain decided to bring fruits and 

vegetables, instead of a lamb. Abel also brought an offering, but it was the best lamb from his 

flock. The Lord was pleased with Abel’s offering, but he wasn’t happy with Cain’s.  

Cain became angry when he saw that God didn’t accept his sacrifice. He started to pout. God 

said, “Cain, why are you angry? If you simply do what’s right, you’ll be accepted and happy. But 

if you don’t, sin is waiting for you. It’s crouched by your door, ready to pounce and become your 

master. Instead, you need to take control of it!”  

A few days later, Cain and Abel were talking out in a field. Cain turned and attacked his brother 

and killed him.  

Later that day, God asked Cain, “Where’s your brother?”  

“I don’t know! Am I supposed to watch over him all the time?”  

“Oh Cain, what have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood is crying to me from the soil. 

You’ve loved this ground, but from now on its cursed because it contains your brother’s blood. 

Oh, you’ll continue to work the field, but it’ll no longer respond to you and give you its best. 

You’ll become a restless wanderer.”  

Cain fell down and cried out. “Oh God, your punishment is too severe! You’re taking away my 

land and your presence! I’ll be aimless and separated from everyone else. Eventually they’ll hunt 

me down and kill me.”  

So, God put a mark on Cain and said, “Anyone who kills Cain will suffer for it seven times 

over!” With that, Cain went away from the presence of the Lord. (John Walsh) 

A Story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities 

 Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the  

  activity menu.  

Head: 

God warned Cain not to be angry, but what was the result of Cain’s anger? 

What type of “job” did Abel have? Cain? 

Why was God displeased with Cain’s offering? 

How did God warn Cain?  

How did Cain accept the warning? 
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How did God accuse Cain after Abel’s murder? 

What were the consequences for Cain after Abel’s murder? 

Where did Cain go at the end of the story? 

 

Heart:  

How does this story make you feel? 

What kind of things do you think Cain valued? 

What do you think Abel valued? 

 How was sin crouched by the door for Cain? 

Who or what do you think is at the root of Cain’s problem with the sacrifice? 

Is Cain sorry about killing his brother or just sorry that there are consequences? 

How do we do a similar thing? What can be our consequences? 

How does God provide for Cain, even in the punishment? 

How is God gracious to us even in our sin? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#4 – God Remembers Noah – Gen 8 – 9:17   
 

Pre: Have the group give a brief overview of the stories to date 

Tell about a time when you knew God was taking care of you but it was still scary. 

How does God take care of Noah and what promise does He make? 

 

Context: Last week we saw how the effects of sin led a brother to kill a brother. The world 

continued to be filled with sin and people turned their backs on God. This broke God’s heart. But 

Noah found favor in the Lord’s sight because he did what was right and God decided to use 

Noah. The world was so wicked that God knew He would have to destroy it. He had Noah and 

his three sons build an ark, or large ship. This took many years but Noah was faithful. When the 

time came God brought male and female pairs of all the animals to the ark. Noah, his family, and 

these animals were safe on the ark when it began to rain. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights and 

the flood destroyed all living things, except those on the boat. It is at this point, where our story 

begins. 

 

A story from the Word of God: 

Noah’s ark floated on the water for 110 days after it stopped raining. There were winds that 

moved across the earth to dry it off.  But God remembered Noah and allowed the flood to begin 

to dry up. 

Finally, the ark landed on a mountain called Ararat. Noah waited for another four months and 

then opened the window to see what was on the earth.  

He sent out a raven, but it never came back. Next, he sent out a dove, which flew around but 

couldn’t find a place to nest. Soon she returned to the ark and Noah took her in.  

After seven days, he sent out the dove again. She came back that night with an olive leaf in her 

beak. Noah then knew that plants were growing once again. He waited seven more days and sent 

out the dove again. This time, she didn’t come back.  

A month later, Noah removed the hatch from the ark and saw that the earth was dry. God said, 

“Your family and the animals may leave the ark.”  

Once they were out of the ark, Noah built an altar so they could worship God. The Lord smelled 

the sacrifice and said, “Never again will I destroy the earth with a flood. There will always be 

planting and harvest, hot and cold, summer and winter, day and night.  

“From now on, animals will fear you, yet you are still responsible for them.  

“You may now eat animals as well as plants. But you’re not to kill people, because they are 

made in the image of God.  

“You’re to multiply and once again fill the earth with people.”  

God said to Noah and his family, “Look into the clouds and see the rainbow. When I look at it 

and when you look at it, we’ll remember this promise. A flood will never again destroy the entire 

earth. This is my promise to you.” (John Walsh) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the  

  activity menu.  
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 Head: 

What problem caused God to send the flood? 

How did God make sure that creation survived? 

Who was in control of the flood? 

What were the birds that Noah set out as test animals? 

How did Noah know that plants were growing again? 

Who gave the order to leave the ark? 

What was the first thing that Noah did when he left the ark? 

What was God’s promise? 

What were God’s instructions to Noah and family? 

What changes with the animals? 

Heart:  

How do you think Noah felt on the ark? 

How would you have felt if you were Noah? 

What do you see about the character of Noah from this story? 

At the beginning, the story tells us that God remembered Noah, what does that mean to you? 

What can we learn from Noah? 

Why are humans not to be killed? What makes that significant? 

What part of this story connects with you? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#5 Sodom and Gomorrah   
 

Pre: How did God have to deal with the world last week? (Have group recount the story) 

Tell about a time that you did something foolish and had to be rescued. 

Listen to how God rescues Lot and his family. 

 

Context: Last week, we learned that the world had become so wicked that God destroyed all but 

what was on the ark. Then God tells Noah and his family to go and fill the earth with people. 

After many years that did happen, only the people had not learned their lesson from the flood. 

Again, many people turned their backs on God. Now instead of working with all the people, God 

choose one man’s family to work through. This man was named Abraham. God called him out to 

live in a place God named, which he did. Then God promised Abraham that he would make 

Abraham’s descendants into a great nation. God promised to protect Abraham and his family and 

that they in turn would bless the whole earth.  

 Lot was Abraham’s nephew. God blessed Abraham and family with so many herds of 

animals that they needed more land. Lot liked the area near the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 

because there was good pasture land outside the cities. Even though these cities were very 

wicked, Lot went to live near them. Pretty soon, instead of just being near these cities, Lot lived 

in the middle of them and their wickedness. God had told Abraham that He needed to destroy 

these cities because they were so wicked. Abraham pleaded with God to save Lot and his family. 

This leads us to….. 

 

A Story from the Word of God   

In the early evening, two angels entered Sodom. They found Lot sitting at the city gate. As soon 

as he saw them, he went and bowed before them. He said, “I’m your humble servant. Please 

come to my house so I can make you comfortable. I’ll wash your feet and give you a place to 

spend the night. Then I’ll wake you up early so you can be on your way.”  

They said, “No, we’ll just spend the night here in the town square.”  

“Oh, no, my lords! You must come with me right now. Please follow me.”  

He led them to his house and his family prepared a meal for them. As they were preparing for 

bed, a mob gathered outside. It was all the men of the city, both young and old. They surrounded 

the house and yelled, “Lot, give us those men who are in your house. We want to do wicked 

things to them. 

Lot stepped outside and closed the door behind him. He said, “Please, my brothers, don’t do this 

wickedness. These men are guests in my house. Instead of these men, take my two daughters. Do 

what you want with them, but don’t touch these men.”  

The mob got angry. “Get out of the way! Who do you think you are – our judge? You’re not 

even one of us.”  

With that, they pushed him aside and started to break down the door. The angels opened the 

door, grabbed Lot, pulled him inside, and slammed the door. They then caused all the men 

outside to go blind. The crowd dispersed as they tried to find their way.  

The angels turned to Lot. “We’re here to destroy this city! The voices of its victims are yelling 

into the ears of God. Quick, go get any relatives you have who are living in the city — sons, 

daughters, and sons-in-law — anyone who belongs to you. Get them and leave this city.  
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Lot rushed to the home of his future sons-in- law. “Wake up! Come with me! We have to get out 

of the city! The Lord is about to destroy it.” But they ignored him because they thought he was 

joking.  

Lot had still not left the city in the morning as the sun was coming up. The angels yelled, 

“Hurry! You and your family get out of here! You’re about to be killed in the judgment.”  

Still, they took their time getting ready to leave. With that, the Lord showed compassion on 

them. The angels physically grabbed Lot, his wife and daughters and rushed them out of the city. 

Once there, the angels said, “Run for your lives! Don’t look back! Don’t stop until you’re in the 

mountains.”  

Lot said, “Oh Lord, you’ve been merciful to me. But I can’t make it to the mountain. Please, 

there’s a small town nearby. Let me go there.”  

The angel said, “Go there and I’ll hold the judgment away from that town. But hurry! I can’t do 

anything until you’re safe.” The Lord was showing mercy to Lot because of Abraham. 

Unfortunately, Lot’s wife looked back toward the city as they were running away, so she became 

a pillar of salt.  

The sun was fully up when Lot reached the little town. As soon as he was inside, the Lord 

brought down fire from heaven and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, and all the other cities in 

the valley, except for that one little town. (John Walsh – overt sexual terms removed) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What is the problem with Sodom and Gomorrah? 

What have the angels come to do? 

Why do the men attack Lot’s house? 

Who does Lot send out to placate the attacking men? 

What does this tell us about Lot’s character? 

What do the angels have to do to get Lot out of town? 

What does Lot complain about? 

What happens to Lot’s wife? 

 

Heart: 

What did you like about this story? 

What bothered you about this story? 

Lot moves to Sodom and then delays getting out of town, what do you think motivates Lot in 

 life? 

What do you think Lot felt like when the angels came? 

How would you have reacted if you had been Lot? 

What character issues does Lot show? 

Why did the Lord show mercy to Lot in this story? 

How has the Lord shown mercy to you in a time when you may not have deserved it? 

How are the times of Lot similar to today? Different? 
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What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#6 Isaac Sacrificed - Gen. 22:1-18   
 

Pre: Have the group retell last week’s story. Who was the person God chose to work through? 

(Abraham) 

Tell about a time when it took longer than expected for a promise to come true. 

Listen for how God provides. 

 

Context: God had chosen Abraham, Lot’s uncle, to make a covenant with. One of the promises 

that God had made is that Abraham would have many children. At the time God promised that, 

Abraham did not have any children. It would take 25 years, and some difficulties, before 

Abraham and his wife Sarah would have a son. This son, Isaac, was born to them in their old age 

and would be the only child they would have. Of course, Isaac was much loved and Abraham 

assumed that he would be the father of his grandchildren. Isaac was probably a teenager when 

this story happened. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

Sometime later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called.  

“Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.”  
2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the hill 

country. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show 

you.”  
3 The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two of his servants 

with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a fire for a burnt offering and set 

out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day of their journey, Abraham looked up 

and saw the place in the distance. 5 “Stay here with the donkey,” Abraham told the servants. “The 

boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.”  
6 So Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while he himself 

carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them walked on together, 7 Isaac turned to Abraham 

and said, “Father?”  

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  

“We have the fire and the wood,” the boy said, “but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?”  
8 “God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham answered. And they both 

walked on together.  
9 When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham built an altar and 

arranged the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 
10 And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacrifice. 11 At that moment the angel of 

the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”  

“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!”  
12 “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know 

that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son.”  
13 Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So, he took the ram 

and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 Abraham named the place “the Lord 

will provide”. 
 15 Then the angel of the Lord called again to Abraham from heaven. 16 “This is what the Lord 

says: Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear 

by my own name that 17 I will certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond 
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number, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the 

cities of their enemies. 18 And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed—all because you have obeyed me.” 
19 Then they returned to the servants and traveled back home. (NLT -adapted) 

A Story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What did God ask Abraham to do? 

How did Abraham respond? 

What did Isaac ask his father? 

What stopped the initial sacrifice? 

Who provided? How? 

What was the result of Abraham’s actions? 

Heart:  

How did this story make you feel? 

What do you like about it? 

What do you find troubling? 

How do you think Abraham felt in the story? 

How would you feel if you had been Abraham? 

What does this story tell us about the character of Abraham? 

What would Isaac have felt like in this story? 

What can we learn from Abraham? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#7 Abrahams’s Descendants Enslaved – Exodus 1:6-21 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a time you have endured unfair treatment. 

Listen for how God helps His people in a tough situation. 

 

Context: Abraham’s son Isaac had a son named Jacob who had twelve sons. God changed 

Jacob’s name to Israel and this is where the nation of Israel began, with Jacob or Israel’s twelve 

sons. God renewed his covenant with Isaac and Israel and his sons and promised to take care of 

them. When these sons were grown men, there was a drought and they and their families, a group 

of 70 people, went to live in Egypt where there was food.  

 

A story from the Word of God: 
6 In time, the generation of Israel’s sons died. 7 But their descendants, the Israelites, had many 

children and grandchildren. In fact, they multiplied so greatly that they became extremely 

powerful and filled the land.  
8 Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who said to his people, “Look, the people of 

Israel now outnumber us and are stronger than we are. 10 We must make a plan to keep them 

from growing even more. If we don’t, and if war breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight 

against us. Then they will overtake us.”  
11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They appointed brutal slave drivers over 

them, hoping to wear them down with crushing labor. They forced them to build cities that were 

supply centers for the king. 12 But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the more the Israelites 

multiplied and spread, and the more alarmed the Egyptians became. 13 So the Egyptians worked 

the people of Israel without mercy. 14 They made their lives bitter, forcing them to mix mortar 

and make bricks and do all the work in the fields. They were ruthless in all their demands.  
15 Then Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave this order to the Hebrew midwives, 16 “When you help 

the Hebrew women as they give birth, watch as they deliver. If the baby is a boy, kill him; if it is 

a girl, let her live.” 17 But because the midwives feared God, they refused to obey the king’s 

orders. They allowed the boys to live, too.  
18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives. “Why have you done this?” he demanded. “Why 

have you allowed the boys to live?”  
19 “The Israelite women are not like the Egyptian women,” the midwives replied. “They are more 

vigorous and have their babies so quickly that we cannot get there in time.”  
20 So God was good to the midwives, and the Israelites continued to multiply, growing more and 

more powerful. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.  

Even in their distress, God heard the cries of His people. Help would be coming. (NLT – 

adapted) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities 

Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 
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 Head: 

Why did the Egyptians feel threatened by the Israelites? 

After Egypt enslaved the Israelites, how did they treat them? 

What were some of the ways that Egypt tried to limit the population of the Israelites? 

How did the midwives respond? 

What was the consequences of the midwives’ actions? 

How was God with His people in this difficult time? 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story? 

What bothers you about this story? 

How would you characterize the Egyptians leaders? 

 What do you think motivated these Egyptian leaders? 

How do you think the midwives felt when they were asked to kill babies? 

What do the actions of the midwives reveal about them? 

How would you feel if you were one of the midwives? 

If you were one of the characters in this story, Egyptian leader, Israelite slave, or midwife, which 

 one would you be and why? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#8 The Burning Bush Exodus 3:1-21 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about an assignment you had to do, but didn’t want to. 

Listen for Moses’ new assignment. 

 

Context: Last week we learned that the descendants of Jacob, also called Israel, became a great 

people in the nation of Egypt. Even though they were enslaved and treated badly, God had a plan 

to save them. There was a man, Moses born to an Israelite family. He was miraculously saved 

from death at birth and grew up in the Pharaoh’s household. At the age of 40, he murdered a man 

and escaped to the desert. There he married a shepherdess and created a life for himself. But God 

had more plans for Moses; 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 

One day, Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law. He led the flock far into the 

wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush 

was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t 

that bush burning up? I must go see it.”  
4 When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of 

the bush, “Moses! Moses!”  

“Here I am!” Moses replied.  
5 “Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on 

holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God.  
7 Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have 

heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 

suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them 

out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey. 
9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the 

Egyptians abuse them. 
10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.”  
11 But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the 

people of Israel out of Egypt?”  
12 God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the one who has sent you: 

When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.”  
13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 

has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?”  
14 God replied to Moses, “I Am Who I Am. Say this to the people of Israel: I Am has sent me to 

you.” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your 

ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.  
16 “Now go and call together all the elders of Israel. Tell them, ‘Yahweh, the God of your 

ancestors—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me. He told me, “I have 

been watching closely, and I see how the Egyptians are treating you. 17 I have promised to rescue 

you from your oppression in Egypt. I will lead you to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’  
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18 “The elders of Israel will accept your message. Then you and the elders must go to the king of 

Egypt and tell him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Israelites, has met with us. So please let us take a 

three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord, our God.’  
19 “But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand forces him.  20 So I 

will raise my hand and strike the Egyptians, performing all kinds of miracles among them. Then 

at last he will let you go. 21 And I will cause the Egyptians to look favorably on you. They will 

give you gifts when you go so you will not leave empty-handed. (NLT) 

A story from the Word of God. 

 

Post Activities: 

 Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

activity menu. 

 Head: 

What surprised Moses? 

What was the new assignment that God had for Moses? 

How did Moses respond? 

How did God identify Himself? 

How would the elders respond to Moses? 

What was Moses supposed to request from the King of Egypt? 

How would the King of Egypt respond? 

How would God intervene? 

What signs did God give Moses? 

Heart:  

Why was it important for the Lord to identify himself as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

 and the God of Jacob? 

What is important about the name I AM? 

Fear seems to be holding Moses back…why do you think fear so powerful?  

In our story Moses seems more afraid of people than to God that he is speaking to…how are we 

 like Moses in that respect and how can we change that? 

How have you, like Moses, been reluctant to move forward in the amazing assignments the Lord 

has given us?  

How would you have felt if you were Moses? 

What can we learn from Moses? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#9 The Golden Calf – Exodus 19:5-8. 32:1-20 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a time when you promised to do something but failed to keep the promise. 

Listen to how Moses reasons with God 

 

Context: Last week we learned that Moses had been called to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and 

slavery. Moses did that with much help from the Lord. It took ten different plagues, the last one 

the death of all firstborns to convince Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to release the people. Even 

after they had gone, Pharoah tried to chase them down. Again, God provided another miracle and 

split the Red Sea so the Israelites could escape the Egyptian army. Now God wants to form His 

people into people of His kingdom. Our story begins with God speaking to His people. 

 

 

A story from the Word of God 
 God told his people: “Now if you will obey me and keep my covenant, you will be my own 

special treasure from among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth belongs to me. 6 And you 

will be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation.’ This is the message you must give to the people 

of Israel.”  
7 So Moses returned from the mountain and called together the elders of the people and told them 

everything the Lord had commanded him. 8 And all the people responded together, “We will do 

everything the Lord has commanded.” So, Moses brought the people’s answer back to the Lord.  

 

When the people saw how long it was taking Moses to come back down the mountain, they 

gathered around Aaron (Moses’ brother). “Come on,” they said, “make us some gods who can 

lead us. We don’t know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land 

of Egypt.”  
2 So Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and daughters, and 

bring them to me.”  
3 All the people took the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 Then Aaron took 

the gold, melted it down, and molded it into the shape of a calf. When the people saw it, they 

exclaimed, “O Israel, these are the gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt!”  
5 Aaron saw how excited the people were, so he built an altar in front of the calf. Then he 

announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the Lord!”  
6 The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offerings. After 

this, they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry.  
7 The Lord told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought from 

the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8 How quickly they have turned away from the way 

I commanded them to live! They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed 

down and sacrificed to it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt.’ ”  
9 Then the Lord said, “I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are. 10 Now leave me 

alone so my fierce anger can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then I will make you, 

Moses, into a great nation.”  
11 But Moses tried to pacify the Lord his God. “O Lord!” he said. “Why are you so angry with 

your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such great power and such a 
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strong hand? 12 Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God rescued them with the evil intention of 

slaughtering them in the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’? Turn away from 

your fierce anger. Change your mind about this terrible disaster you have threatened against your 

people! 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. You bound yourself with an oath 

to them, saying, ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven. And I will 

give them all of this land that I have promised to your descendants, and they will possess it 

forever.’ ”  
14 So the Lord changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to bring on his 

people.  
15 Then Moses turned and went down the mountain. He held in his hands the two stone tablets 

inscribed with the terms of the covenant. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 
16 These tablets were God’s work; the words on them were written by God himself.  
17 When Joshua heard the boisterous noise of the people shouting below them, he exclaimed to 

Moses, “It sounds like war in the camp!”  
18 But Moses replied, “No, it’s not a shout of victory nor the wailing of defeat. I hear the sound of 

a celebration.”  
19 When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and the dancing, and he burned with 

anger. He threw the stone tablets to the ground, smashing them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He 

took the calf they had made and burned it. Then he ground it into powder, threw it into the water, 

and forced the people to drink it. 

A story from the Word of God. 

 

Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What had the people promised God? 

What did God intend for his people to become? 

What did the people ask when Moses was taking too long with God? 

How did Aaron answer their request? 

How loyal were the people to their promise to God? 

How did God react to what the people had done? 

What reasoning did Moses use with the Lord? 

How was God faithful to His promise? 

What was on the stone tablets? 

What were the consequences of the people’s actions? 

Heart:  

What part of this story connected with you? 

What, if any, part bothered you? 

What do you think motivated Aaron’s actions? 

What do you think motivated the people’s actions? 

How do you think Moses’ felt in this story? 

What is symbolic of the breaking of the tablets which contained the terms of the covenant 

 between God and the people? 

If you were a character in this story, Moses, Aaron, or the people, who would you be and why? 
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What can we learn from Moses? From Aaron? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what you hear God saying? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End in Prayer 
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#10 Trouble in the Wilderness -Numbers 20:2-13, 21:4-9 
 

Pre: Review last week’s story. 

How have you tried to argue with God? 

Watch to see how God keeps His part of the covenant. 

 

Context:  As we consider all our last episodes, we can see that God created mankind to love Him. 

Love is a choice and so in giving people a choice to love Him, God took a risk because humans 

could choose not to love Him. Last week we saw how the people promised to follow God and 

then turned around and made an idol. Their story continues as God attempts to form these people 

into a Godly kingdom as they go through the desert. 

 

A Story from the Word of God: 
2 There was no water for the people to drink at that place, so they rebelled against Moses and 

Aaron. 3 The people blamed Moses and said, “If only we had died in the Lord’s presence with 

our brothers! 4 Why have you brought the congregation of the Lord’s people into this wilderness 

to die, along with all our livestock? 5 Why did you make us leave Egypt and bring us here to this 

terrible place? This land has no grain, no figs, no grapes, no pomegranates, and no water to 

drink!”  
6 Moses and Aaron turned away from the people and went to the entrance of the Tabernacle, 

where they fell face down on the ground. Then the glorious presence of the Lord appeared to 

them, 7 and the Lord said to Moses, 8 “You and Aaron must take the staff and assemble the entire 

community. As the people watch, speak to the rock over there, and it will pour out its water. You 

will provide enough water from the rock to satisfy the whole community and their livestock.”  
 9 So Moses did as he was told. He took the staff from the place where it was kept before 

the Lord. 10 Then he and Aaron summoned the people to come and gather at the rock. “Listen, 

you rebels!” he shouted. “Must we bring you water from this rock?” 11 Then Moses raised his 

hand and struck the rock twice with the staff, and water gushed out. So, the entire community 

and their livestock drank their fill.  
12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to demonstrate 

my holiness to the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the land I am giving them!” 
13 This place was known as the waters of “arguing” because there the people of Israel argued 

with the Lord, and there he demonstrated his holiness among them.  

 
4 Then the people of Israel set out again. But the people grew impatient with the long journey, 
5 and they began to speak against God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt to die 

here in the wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to eat here and nothing to drink. 

And we hate this horrible manna, bread which the Lord has provided!”  
 6 So the Lord sent poisonous snakes among the people, and many were bitten and died. 
7 Then the people came to Moses and cried out, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord 

and against you. Pray that the Lord will take away the snakes.” So, Moses prayed for the people.  
8 Then the Lord told him, “Make a replica of a poisonous snake and attach it to a pole. All who 

are bitten will live if they simply look at it!” 9 So Moses made a snake out of bronze and attached 

it to a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and be 

healed!  

A story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

Who did the people blame for lack of water? 

Who was really in control of the water? 

What was the people’s complaint in both scenes of this episode? 

What was the Lord’s answer to the water problem? 

How well did Moses and Aaron carry out these instructions? 

What was the consequence for Moses and Aaron? 

What was the second complaint that the people had? 

What was the consequence then? 

How did God continue to provide for the people even when they complained? 

Heart:  

What part of this story spoke to you? 

Together what do these two scenes tell us about trusting in God’s provision? 

What was the result of the people arguing with God? 

How do you think Moses felt during these times? 

How would you have felt if you were Moses? 

Who do you identify more with, Moses, Aaron, or the people? Why? 

What theme do you see in these texts? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 
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#11 Birth of Jesus -  Luke 2 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a time when you received unexpected good news. 

As you listen, how did God send good news? 

 

Context: As we can see from all of our previous episodes, God created earth and everything in it. 

Then sin corrupted everything. The people who were designed to love God began to love other 

things instead. God tried to bring them back; He even used destruction to try to get their 

attention. This would work for a while but then the people would turn their backs on God again. 

This happened over and over again. The people would promise to follow God and then fail.  

 The God who created us humans also knew our weaknesses. He promised that there 

would be a savior to help show us the way. In His time, God did send a savior. He came in the 

form of a man and would kept the covenant and laws of God perfectly. As Jesus walked this 

earth, He was both a man and God. He came to us in a form that we humans could understand 

and demonstrated God’s love for His creation. 

 God chose to use a humble girl to be the mother of the child of God and allowed her to 

become pregnant through the Holy Spirit. God gave the man she was engaged to a dream to 

show him that he should continue to plan to marry her. It was at this time that our story begins. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

They lived in Nazareth, which was in the northern part of Israel. Yet the Scripture said that 

Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is near Jerusalem. At that time, the empire of Rome 

sent out an order requiring everyone to register in the city of their ancestry. Therefore, Joseph 

and his wife had to go to Bethlehem. 

Soon after they got there, it came time for Mary to deliver her child. As soon as the baby was 

born, she wrapped him in strips of cloth, and laid him in a feeding trough because there was no 

room in the sleeping area. Messiah was born. 

 

That same night, shepherds were watching their flock in a nearby field. Suddenly an angel stood 

with them, and the area was flooded with the glory of the Lord. The shepherds were terrified, but 

the angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to bring you great news!” 

 

He then pointed toward the nearby town. “Tonight, the Savior was born in Bethlehem. He is 

Messiah. Go there, and look for a baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 

 

Suddenly the whole area was filled with angels who were praising God, and saying, “Glory to 

God in the highest! Peace and goodwill to the earth.” Then, they disappeared. 

 

The shepherds immediately did as they were told. They went to Bethlehem and found Mary, 

Joseph, and the baby, just as the angel had said. They told them what happened that night, and 

everyone was amazed. Afterwards, they went back to the field, praising God for what they had 

seen. (John Walsh) 

A story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

(From the context) How did Mary become pregnant? 

What was significant about Bethlehem? 

Why did Mary and Joseph need to travel to Bethlehem? 

What happened there? 

How did the shepherds hear about the Savior? 

What was their reaction? 

Heart:  

What do you like about the story? 

What bothers you about the story? 

How do you think Mary and/or Joseph felt in this story? 

How would you have felt if you were Mary or Joseph? 

Shepherds were lowly members of society, why do you think God picked them to be the first to 

 hear the good news? 

How do you think this story affected the rest of the shepherd’s lives? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#12 Baptism of Jesus -  Matt. 3:1-17 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

How do insincere people make you feel? 

Listen for the reason John was baptizing. 

 

Context: The spiritual climate of Israel continued to be shaky. The religious leaders focused on 

rituals and rule-following and forgot to turn their hearts to God. God sent a prophet, John who 

was a person who would tell about God to the land. It was John’s job to prepare the people to 

receive Jesus as Savior. They needed to realize that their actions had consequences.  

 Jesus grew up as an obedient child and when it was time to begin His formal ministry. He 

went to John to be baptized. John was baptizing people who were sorry for their old ways and 

wanted to turn back and follow God. Jesus gives us a model to follow as we turn from our old 

ways and follow Him. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

In those days John, the Baptist, came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His message 

was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 3 The prophet 

Isaiah had said that there would be a prophet that would prepare the way for the Savior.4 John’s 

clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For 

food, he ate locusts and wild honey. 5 People from all over went out to see and hear John. 6 And 

when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River.  
7 But when he saw many of the religious leaders coming to watch him baptize, he denounced 

them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee God’s coming wrath? 
8 Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God. 9 Don’t just 

say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for I 

tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very stones. 10 Even now the ax of 

God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.  
11 “I baptize with water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. But someone is 

coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave 

and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 He is ready to 

separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the threshing 

area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff with never-ending fire.”  
13 Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to 

talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you 

coming to me?”  
15 But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So, John 

agreed to baptize him.  
16 After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 

“This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.”  

A story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

Where did John preach? 

What were his clothing and food like? 

What did he dislike about the religious leaders? 

What kind of character did these religious leaders show? 

What kind of person did John say was coming? 

Why didn’t John want to baptize Jesus? 

Why did Jesus say John should baptize Him? 

What happened after Jesus was baptized? 

Heart:  

Why was John the Baptist baptizing? 

What do you think is significant about that? 

What part of this story connects with you? 

What bothers you about the story? 

Why is the ax poised at the roots? What would the roots be? 

What do you think would be good fruit? 

What do you think separating the chaff from the wheat means? 

How does the part about chopping down the tree and bearing good fruit say about the character 

 that God desires us to have? 

How do you think John felt when Jesus came to be baptized? 

How would you feel if you were John? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#13 Peter Walks on Water – Matt. 14:22-36 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

How do you feel when you have to do something new? 

Watch how Jesus demonstrates God’s power in this story. 

 

Context: After Jesus was baptized, He chose twelve men, or disciples, to follow Him and to be 

trained by Him. While Jesus had many followers, these twelve received extra training as Jesus 

ministered to the people. Jesus did much ministry around the area of the Sea of Galilee. Some of 

the disciples had been fishermen before following Jesus and the group often traveled by boat. 

 Jesus demonstrated what God was like through his ministry. We know that God created 

all the universe and still controls it. Jesus would do only things God could do. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
22 Immediately after doing some ministry, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat 

and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them 

home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone.  
24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, 

and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward 

them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were 

terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!”  
27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!”  
28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the 

water.”  
29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said.  

So, Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he 

saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he 

shouted.  
31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. 

“Why did you doubt me?”  
32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped 

him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.  
34 After they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 When the people recognized 

Jesus, the news of his arrival spread quickly throughout the whole area, and soon people were 

bringing all their sick to be healed. 36 They begged him to let the sick touch at least the fringe of 

his robe, and all who touched him were healed. (NLT) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What did Jesus do after a day of ministry? 

Where did the disciples go? 

What problem did the disciples have out on the lake? 
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How did Jesus meet up with them? 

What was Peter’s request and how was that answered? 

What emotion overcame Peter and what was Jesus’ response? 

What happened to the storm when Jesus got into the boat? 

How did the disciples react to that? 

Heart:  

If Jesus is God, why do you think He spent time in prayer? 

What are the numerous ways Jesus demonstrates the power of God in this story? 

What in this story connected with you? 

How would you have felt if you were one of the disciples in the boat? 

How would you have responded to the words of Jesus? 

What do you think motivated Peter to get out of the boat? 

Who would you identify with more, Peter or the rest of the disciples? Why? 

Jesus tells Peter that his problem is doubt. If you are comfortable sharing, tell of a time you 

 doubted and the Lord had to rescue you. 

What caused the disciples to worship Jesus? 

Why do you think calming the storm was more dramatic for the disciples than the other miracles 

 Jesus did? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End in Prayer 
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#14 Jesus Heals Demon Possessed Man -  Mark 5:1-20 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

How do react to something unexpected? 

Look how Jesus demonstrates God’s power in the story. 

 

Context: Jesus continues to travel the area by boat to do ministry. Last week we saw how Jesus 

could control the weather and that He could also bring physical healing to those He ministered 

to. Jesus was born into a Jewish family and to this point had been teaching in Jewish areas. Now 

Jesus begins to expand His ministry geographically and culturally.  

 

A Story from the Word of God 

So, they arrived at the other side of the lake which was Gentile and not Jewish. 2 When Jesus 

climbed out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out from a cemetery to meet him. 
3 This man lived among the burial caves and could no longer be restrained, even with a chain. 
4 Whenever he was put into chains and shackles—as he often was—he snapped the chains from 

his wrists and smashed the shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Day and night 

he wandered among the burial caves and in the hills, howling and cutting himself with sharp 

stones.  
6 When Jesus was still some distance away, the man saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low 

before him. 7 With a shriek, he screamed, “Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? In the name of God, I beg you, don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had already said 

to the spirit, “Come out of the man, you evil spirit.”  
9 Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?”  

And he replied, “My name is Legion, because there are many of us inside this man.” 10 Then the 

evil spirits begged him again and again not to send them to some distant place. 11 There happened 

to be a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside nearby. 12 “Send us into those pigs,” the spirits 

begged. “Let us enter them.” 13 So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came out of the 

man and entered the pigs, and the entire herd of about 2,000 pigs plunged down the steep hillside 

into the lake and drowned in the water.  
14 The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and the surrounding countryside, spreading the news as 

they ran. People rushed out to see what had happened. 15 A crowd soon gathered around Jesus, 

and they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons. He was sitting there 

fully clothed and perfectly sane, and they were all afraid. 16 Then those who had seen what 

happened told the others about the demon-possessed man and the pigs. 17 And the crowd began 

pleading with Jesus to go away and leave them alone.  
18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon possessed begged to go with 

him. 19 But Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has done 

for you and how merciful he has been.” 20 So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of that 

region and began to proclaim the great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed 

at what he told them. (NLT) 

A Story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What kind of man did Jesus meet when the boat landed? 

What had Jesus commanded of the evil spirits? 

What was the response of this spirits? 

How did the people respond to the pigs dying and the man being healed? 

What was the reaction of the healed man? 

What was the reaction when people heard the man’s story? 

Heart:  

What power of God does Jesus demonstrate in this story? 

What do you like about the story? 

What bothers you about the story? 

In the spirit realm, who is more powerful thousands (a Roman legion had 3000 – 6000 soldiers) 

 of evil spirits or Jesus Christ? 

Why do you think the evil spirits would be so afraid of Jesus? 

What do you think the pig herdsman told the people? 

How did the spirits killing of the pigs limit the ministry of Jesus in that area? 

How would fear have played a role in the people’s reaction? 

If you were one of the characters in the story, demon possessed man, herdsman, or townspeople, 

 who would you be and why? 

How did the ministry of Jesus continue even after He left the area? 

What can we learn from this? 

What part of the story stood out to you? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

What do you need to do to respond to what God is telling you? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#15 Jesus Raises Young Girl - Mark 5:21-42 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

How do you react when someone delays something that was promised? 

Listen for a disappointing moment. 

 

Context: This story occurs as Jesus continues His ministry. In the past couple stories, Jesus 

demonstrated the power of God. He walked on water and calmed the storm, then He took 

command over evil spirits and healed a man. Today, Jesus continues to bring physical restoration 

to the people that come to Him. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

Jesus and his disciples left the Gentile side of the lake, and went back to the Jewish side. A large 

crowd was waiting for him. A man named Jairus ran up and fell down before Jesus. He was a 

ruler of the synagogue. He said, “My daughter is dying! She’s only twelve years old. I beg you, 

please come and heal her.” 

 Jesus agreed, so he and his disciples followed Jairus. A large crowd also followed. 

As they walked down the road, they a certain woman. She had suffered a bleeding disorder for 

twelve years. Many doctors tried to help her, but her condition only got worse. This continued 

until her money was all gone. When she heard that Jesus was passing by, she thought, “I’d be 

healed if I could get close enough to touch the edge of his clothes. No one would need to know 

anything about it.” 

 So, she made her way through the crowd and reached out and touched the edge of his 

clothes. Instantly she knew she had been healed. Jesus felt the power go out from his body, so he 

stopped and said, “Who touched me?” 

 Peter looked at the crowd and said, “What do you mean who touched you? Look at all the 

people around you.” 

 Jesus ignored him and continued to look for the person who had touched him. When the 

woman realized she couldn’t hide what she had done, she knelt down before him, trembling. 

Jesus said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Your faith has healed you. Go back home. That disease won’t 

return.” 

 As they talked, some people came and said to Jairus, “You don’t need to bother the 

Master any longer. Your daughter has died.” 

 Jesus heard them and said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just believe in me.” They continued 

on to his house. 

 When they got there, they saw that the mourners had already arrived. It was their job to 

play flutes and cry very loudly. Jesus said, “Why are you making all this noise? The girl is only 

asleep.” 

 They laughed at him because they knew she was dead. So, he had them put out of the 

house. He then took Jairus and his wife, as well as Peter, James, and John, (three of Jesus’ 

disciples) and went to where the girl was lying. He reached out and took her hand. “Child, get 

up.” 

 Instantly, the girl opened her eyes and got up. The parents watched in amazement. 

Finally, Jesus said, “Get her something to eat.” 

 Then he told them, “Don’t tell anyone about this.” Still, the news of this event spread 

throughout the entire area (John Walsh) A Story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

Who was Jairus and what did he want? 

As Jesus was going to Jairus’ house, who interrupted them? 

What was her plan? 

How did Jesus know that someone touched Him in a different way? 

What did Jesus say when He found the woman? 

While Jesus was spending time with the woman what happened? 

What was Jesus’ response? 

How did the mourners respond to Jesus? 

Who did Jesus take along with Him as He went to the girl? 

What were Jesus’ instructions? 

How were these instructions followed? 

Heart:  

Where are the moments of disappointment in our story? 

How was that changed? 

How would you describe the woman that was bleeding? 

Why do you think she was afraid when Jesus confronted her about touching Him? 

How do you think she felt after Jesus spoke with her? 

How do you think Jairus felt during this delay, especially when it was announced that his 

 daughter had died? 

Jesus tells both the bleeding woman and Jairus not to be afraid, what do you find significant in 

 that? 

Why do you think the mourners laughed? 

If you were one of the characters in our story, Jairus, the bleeding woman, Peter, or the 

 mourners, who would you be and why? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#16 Jesus Feeds 5000 – Mark 6:31-46 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a time when someone asked you to do what seemed impossible. 

Listen for how Jesus asks the disciples to help Him. 

 

Context: We have seen how Jesus came to begin the restoration of creation. We’ve seen how 

Jesus demonstrated power over the weather, restored physical health and life. Jesus is becoming 

more popular because of His miracles and His teaching. More and more people are willing to 

travel long distances to be near Jesus. The crowds threaten to overwhelm the disciples. It is at 

this point that we begin our story. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
31 Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this 

because there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even 

have time to eat.  
32 So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone. 33 But many people 

recognized them and saw them leaving, and people from many towns ran ahead along the shore 

and got there ahead of them. 34 Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had 

compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching 

them many things.  
35 Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late. 36 Send the crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms and villages and 

buy something to eat.”  
37 But Jesus said, “You feed them.”  

“With what?” they asked. “We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to buy food for 

all these people!”  
38 “How much bread do you have?” he asked. “Go and find out.”  

They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread and two fish.”  
39 Then Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So 

they sat down in groups of fifty or a hundred.  
41 Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, 

breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving the bread to the disciples so they could distribute 

it to the people. He also divided the fish for everyone to share. 42 They all ate as much as they 

wanted, 43 and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftover bread and fish. 44 A 

total of 5,000 men and their families were fed. (NLT) 

A Story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 
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Head: 

What is the intention of Jesus as our story begins? 

What prevents that from happening? 

Why did Jesus stop and teach the people? 

How did the disciples want to feed the people? 

How did Jesus want to feed them? 

What was the reaction of the disciples? 

How did Jesus feed the people? 

How many ate and how much was left? 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story? 

What bothers you about this story? 

We know Jesus is God, why do you think He needs to get away and rest? 

How does Jesus show compassion to the people? 

How does Jesus mentor His disciples in this situation? 

How do think the disciples felt when Jesus told them to feed the people? 

How would you have felt if you were one of the disciples? 

Have you felt that way in situations in your own life? If so, share if you are comfortable. 

What are some of the details that tell us that this was an orderly miracle? 

Why do you think that would be important? 

Why do you think it is important for Mark to tell how many leftovers there were? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#17 Jesus Heals a Blind Man – John 9 

 
Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Share about a time when you did something good and got into trouble for it. 

Listen for who is opposing Jesus. 

 

Context: As we can see from our past stories, Jesus shows God’s power as He brings restoration 

of what was lost at the fall into sin. Jesus has become very popular because of His teachings and 

miracles. You would assume that everyone would be overjoyed that Jesus, the long a waited 

messiah, has come. There was opposition and our story for today shows who was opposing 

Jesus. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

 Jesus and his disciples passed a man who had been blind since birth. His disciples said, 

“Teacher, whose sin caused this man to be blind? Was it his sin, or his parents? 

 Jesus said, “His blindness isn’t the result of a particular sin. It was given to him so he 

could display God’s power. Don’t forget, I am the light of the world.” 

 Jesus then spit on the ground and made wet clay. He placed it on the man’s eyes and said, 

“Go to the pool and wash this off.” 

 The man went to the pool, washed his eyes, and suddenly he could see. He went home, 

and his neighbors were shocked that he could see. They thought maybe he wasn’t the same man. 

He said, “It’s true, I’m the man who was born blind!” 

“How did you get your sight?” 

“`A man called Jesus spit on the ground and made wet clay. He put some on my eyes and told 

me to go wash it off. As soon as I did, I could see.” 

They said, “Where is this man?” 

“I don’t know.” 

They took him to the Pharisees, and he explained the whole thing to them. He ended his story by 

saying, “So I went to the pool and washed it off just like he told me. Now I see.” 

 This started an argument among the religious leaders. Some didn’t think this miracle was 

from God, because it was done on the Sabbath. Others pointed out that evil men can’t do 

miracles. So, they asked the man. “What do you say? What kind of man healed your blindness?” 

 Without hesitation he said, “He’s a prophet!” 

 They didn’t want to hear that. So, some questioned whether the man had ever been blind 

in the first place. 

They called for his parents. “Is this your blind son? If so, how is it he can see?” The parents were 

afraid to answer because they knew the religious leaders could have them expelled from the 

synagogue. They said, “He’s our son, and yes, he was born blind. That’s all we know. We have 

no idea why he can now see. He’s an adult, ask him.” 

 So, they once again turned to the man. “Don’t praise this man Jesus, who is evil. Give 

your praise to God.” 

 The man said, “I don’t know about theology. All I know is, I used to be blind, but now I 

can see.” 

 Again, they didn’t like his answer. So, they once again asked him how it happened. He 

said, “I’ve already told you what happened. Why do you want to hear it again? Are you planning 

to become his disciples?” 
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 They were stunned at his boldness. “No! We are disciples of Moses who talked with God. 

This man? We don’t know what authority he has.” 

 The man was surprised. He said, “You don’t know where he gets his authority? Look at 

me! I was blind and he healed me! God doesn’t give that kind of power to evil people!” 

 This made the Pharisees mad. “How dare you try to teach us!” They immediately threw 

him out of the synagogue. 

 Jesus heard about what happened, so he went and found the man. He said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of God?” 

 “Lord, who is he, that I may believe?” 

Jesus smiled, “You have seen him with your own eyes. He is the one talking to you.” 

The man fell down and said, “Lord, I believe.” (John Walsh) 

A Story from the Word of God 

 

Post Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

Head:  

Who do Jesus and the disciples come across in their travels? 

What did Jesus do for this man? How was this done? 

What was the reaction of this man’s friends? 

What was the reaction of the Pharisees, the religious leaders? 

Who do we see opposing Jesus?  

What questions did the healed man ask of the Pharisees? 

What was their reaction? 

What was the question Jesus asked the healed man? 

What was the healed man’s answer? 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story? 

What do you find troubling about this story? 

What did the disciples assume was the cause of the man’s blindness? 

How does Jesus’ answer to that change everything? 

How do you think the Pharisees felt when they heard what had happened to the man? 

What was it about the miracle that seemed to threaten the religious leaders? 

How is the healed man’s question to the Pharisees ironic? 

What is their reaction to this question? 

If you were one of the characters, blind man, Pharisees, or disciples, who would you be and 

why? 

How would you answer Jesus’ question to the healed man, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

End with Prayer 
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#18 The Last Supper – Matt. 26:14-46 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

What are special holiday meals like for your family? 

Listen for what the significance of this meal. 

 

Context: Have you noticed how the religious leaders are unhappy with Jesus? Remember they 

were more concerned with the ritual and rules of religion because they mistakenly thought that 

was what God wanted. Jesus came to show them that God wants his people to follow Him with 

their hearts. The religious leaders did not understand and saw Jesus as a threat to their positions 

and their way of life. They wanted to kill Him but Jesus was popular with the crowds and the 

leaders did not want to start a riot with the masses. They needed an insider to help them plan 

their dirty deed. 

 It was also the time of year that the Jewish people celebrated the Passover and Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. This was a special time of remembering how God freed their ancestors from 

Egypt using the prophet Moses and a time to remember the covenant God had given their people. 

It was during this celebration that our story takes place. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
14 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests 15 and asked, “How 

much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?” And they gave him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From 

that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 

“Where do you want us to prepare the Passover meal for you?”  
18 “As you go into the city,” he told them, “you will see a certain man. Tell him, ‘The 

Teacher says: My time has come, and I will eat the Passover meal with my disciples at your 

house.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus told them and prepared the Passover meal there.  
20 When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table with the Twelve. 21 While they were 

eating, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.”  
22 Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one, Lord?”  
23 He replied, “One of you who has just eaten from this bowl with me will betray me. 24 For 

the Son of Man must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. But how terrible it will be for the 

one who betrays him. It would be far better for that man if he had never been born!”  
25 Judas, the one who would betray him, also asked, “Rabbi, am I the one?”  

And Jesus told him, “You have said it.”  
26 As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and 

gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is my body.”  
27 And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, 

“Each of you drink from it, 28 for this is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God 

and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. 29 Mark my words—I 

will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.”  
30 Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.  (NLT) 

A Story from the Word of God 
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Post Activities:  Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

Head: 

Who was the betrayer and how did he set the betrayal up? 

How did Jesus plan the Passover supper?  

How did the disciples help with this? 

What was the shocking news that Jesus gave at the supper? 

What was the reaction of the disciples? 

What is the connection between the bread and wine of the supper and Jesus? 

What does this meal do for the covenant? 

Heart:  

What do you think is the significance of this meal? 

What do you find troubling in the actions of Judas in this story? 

What do you think motivated the actions of Judas? 

How do you think the disciples felt during this meal? 

How would you have felt if you had been one of the disciples? 

In the original Passover meal, the blood of a lamb was painted over the doorpost to save the 

 people from the plague of the death of the firstborn. Now in this Passover meal, what is 

 the significance of Jesus’ blood? 

The covenant that Jesus is referring to is the covenant between Abraham and God. Throughout 

 history God had renewed this covenant with Abraham’s descendants. How does Jesus 

 build on this covenant? 

If you are familiar with the story of Jesus, how is Jesus preparing His disciples for what is to 

 come in the next two days? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#19 Death on the Cross – Matt. 27:31-54 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

How do you feel when someone unjustly accuses of something? 

Listen to how Jesus reacts to the mocking of others. 

 

Context: Judas did go onto betray Jesus and He was arrested that night. Then the religious 

leaders lead Jesus through a series of sham trials, both in a religious court and political courts. 

The disciples were frightened and most deserted Jesus because they feared for their lives. One 

disciple, Peter, even denied that he knew Jesus. Judas regretted betraying Jesus and committed 

suicide. 

 The governor of the area could see that Jesus was innocent and did not want to sentence 

Him to death. The religious leaders started a riot which forced the governor to order the death of 

Jesus. He turned Jesus over to the soldiers who beat Him severely and made fun of Him. 

Through all of this Jesus never complained. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
31 When they (the soldiers) were finally tired of mocking him… they led him away to be 

crucified.  
32 Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, and the soldiers 

forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 33 And they went out to a place called Golgotha (which means 

“Place of the Skull”). 34 The soldiers gave Jesus wine mixed with bitter gall, but when he had 

tasted it, he refused to drink it.  
35 After they had nailed him to the cross, the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing 

dice. 36 Then they sat around and kept guard as he hung there. 37 A sign was fastened above 

Jesus’ head, announcing the charge against him. It read: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38 Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  

39 The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. 40 “Look at you 

now!” they yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three 

days. Well then, if you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from the cross!” 41 The 

leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders also mocked Jesus. 42 “He saved 

others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! So, he is the King of Israel, is he? Let him 

come down from the cross right now, and we will believe in him! 43 He trusted God, so let God 

rescue him now if he wants him! For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 Even the revolutionaries 

who were crucified with him ridiculed him in the same way.  
45 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. 46 At about three o’clock, 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” 
47 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for help… 49 they said, 

“Wait! Let’s see if anyone comes to save him.” 
50 Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain in 

the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split 

apart, 52 and tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised 

from the dead. 53 They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of 

Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.  
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54 The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake 

and all that had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son of God!” (NLT slightly 

adapted) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities:  Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

Head: 

How was Christ treated after He was arrested? 

Where was Christ crucified? 

What happened to Christ’s clothing as He was crucified? 

Who was crucified alongside Christ? 

What did people say as He was hanging on the cross? 

Who mocked Jesus the most as He was dying? 

What happened to the sunshine as Christ was dying on the cross? 

In the darkness, what was Christ’s question? 

What happened in the temple? 

Who came alive during this time? 

Who were the ones to confess Christ as Lord after He died? 

Heart:  

How did Christ handle his unfair treatment? 

Wine mixed with bitter gall would have been a painkiller and crucifixion is a very painful way to 

 die, why do you think Christ refused to drink it?  

Compare our story with Psalm 22:1,7-8, 14-18, what connections do you see? 

Jesus called Himself the Light of the World, what do you think the significance of the darkness 

 was? 

Why do you think that Jesus felt abandoned by His Father? 

The curtain in the temple separated the Holies of Holies from the Holy Place. The High Priest 

 would enter this space with a sacrifice only once per year. It was a curtain that separated 

 men from God. What do you think is the significance of its tearing? 

Why do you think this tearing would happen from top to bottom? 

Our story says that many dead people came to life again and walked around. What does this 

 show us about Christ? 

In last week’s story, Jesus said His blood would be the sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. How 

 does this week’s story tell us more about this? 

The religious leaders knew the prophecies about Messiah, but what was their reaction to Jesus 

 while He was on the cross? 

The Roman soldiers were heathen Gentiles, what is their reaction to Jesus on the cross? 

Why do you think the reactions from these two groups were so different? 

How does something similar still happen today? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 
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How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#20 Resurrection – Luke 24:1-12, 35-41 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a time when you have been surprised by God. 

As you listen, watch who was doubtful. 

 

Context: Jesus was hurriedly buried after His death on Friday evening. It was just before the 

Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) and there was not time to properly prepare His body according to the 

local customs. As soon as the Sabbath was over, some women followers of Jesus went to 

embalm Jesus’ body correctly. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 

But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices, they had 

prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, 

but they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly 

appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes.  
5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, 

“Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is risen 

from the dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 

betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third 

day.”  
8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his 

eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had happened. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles what had happened. 
11 But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. 12 However, Peter 

jumped up and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen 

wrappings; then he went home again, wondering what had happened…..Jesus appeared to and 

spoke with two men who were returning to the village of Emmaus after visiting Jerusalem.  
35 Then these two from Emmaus told the disciples their story of how Jesus had appeared to them 

as they were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the 

bread. 36 And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among 

them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking 

they were seeing a ghost!  
38 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at 

my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am 

not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.” 40 As he spoke, he showed 

them his hands and his feet.  
41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. (NLT – slightly modified) 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 
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Head: 

What had the women set off to do at the tomb of Jesus? 

What surprised them when they got there? 

Who were the two men who talked the women? 

How did they explain the happenings of the past couple days? 

What did the women do with the information? 

How did the disciples react to the news? 

Meanwhile, where had Jesus shown Himself? 

How did the story of the men from Emmaus compare to the women’s story? 

Then who saw Jesus? 

What was their reaction? 

How did Jesus describe Himself? 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story? 

What bothers you? 

What do you think the women felt that Sunday morning? 

How would you have felt if you were one of the women? 

Why do you think Jesus shown Himself to the men on the road to Emmaus? 

How do you think they felt when they finally figured out that the man they spoke to was Jesus? 

What do you think that the disciples felt when Jesus appeared in their midst? 

What would you have felt like? 

Where do you see doubt in this story? 

How had Jesus tried to prepare them for this? 

From last week’s story, Jesus had promised to tear down God’s temple and in three days build it 

 back. He didn’t mean the physical temple, what do you think was the temple that He 

 meant? 

What proof does Jesus offer to prove He is not a ghost? 

Share about a time when you experienced the same emotions as the disciples at the end of the 

 story. 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End with Prayer 
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#21 Ascension of Jesus – Acts 1:3-14 
 

Pre: Have the group review last week’s story. 

Tell about a mentor in your life and share how he/she made a difference. 

Listen to what happened to Jesus after His resurrection. 

 

A Story from the Word of God 
3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, Jesus appeared to the apostles from time to 

time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them 

about the Kingdom of God.  
4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until 

the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in 

just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you 

to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”  
7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not 

for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 

will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no 

longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly 

stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into 

heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in 

the same way you saw him go!”  
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. 
13 When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying….  

14 They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of 

Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus. (NLT) 

The Holy Spirit did come and empowered the disciples to continue the work of Jesus. They 

told the story about Jesus everywhere they went and made more disciples. The church grew and 

continued to grow until today. 

A story from the Word of God 

 

Post Activities: Rebuild the story chronologically as a group.  

For older children and adults: Read the text from the Bible. 

Questions: for older children and adults. Younger children should do an activity from the 

 activity menu. 

 Head: 

What did Jesus do for the first forty days after He rose from the dead? 

What were Jesus’ instructions for the disciples? 

What were the disciples more worried about? 

What was Jesus’ reply to their concern? 

What task did Jesus give to them after they received the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Then where did Jesus go? 

Who were the white-robed men? 

Where did the disciples go then? 
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What was the result of the giving of the Holy Spirit? 

Heart:  

What do you like about this story? 

What bothers you about this story? 

Why do you think it was important for Jesus to show His followers that He was really alive? 

Jewish theology of the time thought that the Messiah would reign in a physical earthy kingdom. 

 How do the questions of the disciples show this? 

From what the angels said, when do you think Jesus will reign over the earth? 

In the meantime, what is the task that Jesus gives His followers? 

How would the disciples be able to do this task? 

How is that task our task and who will help us? 

How do you think the disciples felt in this story? 

How would you have felt if you were one of the disciples? 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does this story tell us about humankind? 

Hands: 

What is God saying to you in this story? 

How do you need to act to respond to this story? 

What is hard about that? Can we help hold you accountable in some way? 

 

End in Prayer 


